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Sermon I. On Saint Andrew the Apostle

D. ALBERT THE GREAT, BISHOP OF RATISBON, MOST CELEBRATED IN DOCTRINE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, OF THE ORDER OF PREACHERS, SERMONS ON THE SAINTS.

SERMON I.

ON SAINT ANDREW THE APOSTLE.

Come after me; I will make you become fishers of men. Matthew 4:19.

The Lord spoke these words not only to Peter and Andrew; indeed he speaks them to any Christians whatever. Hence four things are to be noted:

I. From what things we are called by the Lord. II. Through what things we are called by the Lord. III. To what things we are called by the Lord. IV. On account of what things we are called by the Lord.

And note that he calls us from three things, through three things, to three things, and on account of three things.

I.

On the first, note from what things we are called by the Lord. And it must be known that he calls us away from those three things which are in the world, namely from the wantonness of the flesh, and the coveting of things, and the pride of life. Concerning these three things 1 John 2:15 and 16 says: Do not love the world, nor those things which are in the world. Everything that is in the world is the concupiscence of the flesh, and the concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life.

These three things can well be figured by those three things which Peter and Andrew left behind.

1. For first they left their wives, whom perhaps they had, or were able to have. But by the wife is understood the flesh itself, which is joined to the spirit by a marvelous glue. For the spirit is as it were the husband of the flesh. Alas! this wife, the flesh, always seeks to lord it over the man. For the flesh always lusts against the spirit, as the Apostle says 1. Therefore we ought to leave this wife, that is, the luxury of the flesh. To this the Holy Spirit admonishes us, Sirach 18:30 and 31: Do not go after your concupiscences, and turn away from your will, the Gloss says, carnal will. If you grant to your soul, that is, "to your animality," as the Gloss says, its concupiscences, it will make you a joy to your enemies, that is, "to demons," as the Gloss says. Thus it happened to Samson, whom Delilah, with whom he had been wanton, handed over to the Philistines, in whose prison mill he paid for those concupiscences which he had had with Delilah.

2. Secondly they left their net. But by the net avarice is marked, or the coveting of things. For avarice is the devil's net, which he spreads over the face of the whole earth. Through this net he catches young men and old men, whether men or women. Hence it is said in Jeremiah 6:11 and 13: Man with woman will be caught, the old man with one full of days; for from the lesser even to the greater, all devote themselves to avarice. And note that the Lord is accustomed to punish gravely the iniquity of avarice. Hence it is read in 3 Kings 21-22 that because Ahab, king of Israel, coveted the vineyard of Naboth the Israelite, and possessed it after Naboth had been slain, therefore in a certain war which was between him and the king of the Assyrians, he was pierced through by an arrow between the lung and the stomach, and was killed and died, and the dogs licked his blood. But Jezebel, in 4 Kings 9, his wife, by whose counsel Naboth had been killed, was thrown down by the command of Jehu and trampled by the hoofs of horses; dogs also ate her flesh. Therefore the Holy Spirit admonishes each one in Sirach 5:1: Do not attend to unjust possessions, and do not say: My life is sufficient for me; for it will profit nothing in the time of vengeance and of covering over, that is, when your eyes will be closed with earth.

3. Thirdly they gave up the boat. By the boat pride is figured. For as a boat passes over the back of the waters, so too pride always desires to dominate others. Moreover, as a boat is broader in the middle than it is at its two ends, so too it is with the proud. For they swell up and are proud on account of this, when they do not consider their beginning and their end. For they do not see that they were born blind and naked, and weeping and wailing; nor do they look back to the fact that soon they will be a vile corpse, and will be gnawed by worms, and will be turned back into dust.

NOTE also that the Lord is accustomed to humble the proud. For it is read in 2 Maccabees 9:4 and following that King Antiochus, who was of such great elevation that he seemed to himself to command the waves of the sea, and to weigh the heights of the mountains in a balance, and who thought that he touched the stars of heaven; when he had said that he would come to Jerusalem and would make it a heap for the burial of the Jews... As he finished this very speech, a dreadful pain of the entrails and bitter torments of the intestines seized him... and it happened that, as he was going with force, he fell from the chariot and his limbs were afflicted by a grave collision of the body, so that worms swarmed from the body of the impious man, and the flesh of him while living flowed out in pains, and the army was weighed down also by his odor and stench... And when he himself could no longer bear his own stench..., he was deprived of life by a miserable death. Hence it is that the Holy Spirit admonishes us in Sirach 10:15, saying that we should flee pride. For he says: The beginning of every sin is pride: whoever holds it will be filled with curses, or with curse, the Gloss says, "in body and soul," and it will overthrow him in the end, that is, the proud man, with head cast lower and feet turned upward, will be hurled down into the depth of the abyss.

II.

On the second, note that the Lord calls us back from the aforesaid three things through three things which he suffered on the cross, namely through poverty, and humility, and the roughness of pain.

1. For through poverty he calls us back from the concupiscence of the eyes. For he was of such great poverty that he left absolutely no garment to himself, but only a certain cloth with which he was girded at the thighs, as is read in the Gospel of Nicodemus. For he had no hyppodiaconem, or pillow, on which he might recline his weary and afflicted head. Moreover, since at that time he was vehemently thirsty, he did not have enough to moisten his mouth and tongue.

2. Also through his humility he calls us back from the pride of life. Was this not great humility, that he did not turn away his face from those spitting upon him? and that he humbled his back to carry his own cross? That also, naked, in the midst of thieves, on a public road, for the spectacle of all passing by, he did not refuse to be suspended?

3. Also through the great roughness of pain he calls us back from the wretched luxury of the flesh. Was this not great pain, that, beyond the pains which he had suffered under lashes and thorns, they violently stretched out his venerable body even to the singular enumeration of all his members? That also they pierced his hands and feet with thick nails, and that they made his tongue bitter with gall and vinegar? Concerning these three things to be considered and remembered, the Lord himself admonishes us in Lamentations 3:19: Remember, he says, my poverty, and my transgression, and especially my humility. For he passed through all the other deaths which evildoers were accustomed to suffer, and chose that one which was then regarded as more contemptible than all others, namely the death of the cross, and he did this on account of his extraordinary humility.

III.

On the third, note that he calls us to three things to be done.

1. The first is that we should serve our Creator faithfully from all our life, and our ability, and our knowledge. For since he has given us life, and the power of our members, and the knowledge of reason, it is fitting that from these three things we serve him. Hence it is said in 1 Kings 7:39: Prepare your hearts for the Lord, and serve him alone, and he will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines, that is, of the infernal demons.

2. The second is that we should assist any neighbor of ours, in his necessities, with heart, mouth, and work.

3. The third is that we should guard our soul and body in every cleanness of life. Concerning these two things it is said, James 1:27: Religion clean and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself unspotted from this age. Therefore James says that the religion to which Christ invites us is twofold. The first is that we should relieve orphans and widows, that is, any poor person, in their necessities. The second is that we should guard ourselves clean and unstained from every defilement of vices.

IV.

On the fourth, note that we ought to follow the Lord calling us from the first three things to the three things already remembered, on account of three things which we will obtain on account of this, namely on account of royal dignity, and the abundance of all things, and the brightness of body and soul.

1. For he who will have fled pride and humbled himself to serve God will obtain royal dignity in the heavens.

2. He also who will have despised and bestowed his goods upon the poor will obtain the abundance of all things in the kingdom of God.

3. He also who will have abominated luxury and kept himself chaste and clean will receive, as the reward of soul and body, inestimable brightness.

May the Son of God himself deign to bestow these three things upon us, who with the same God the Father and the Holy Spirit lives, etc.

Notes

	To Galatians 5:17. (Ad Gal. V, 17.) ↩





Sermon II. On Blessed Nicholas the Bishop

SERMON II.

ON BLESSED NICHOLAS THE BISHOP.

Blessed are those servants whom, when the Lord has come, he will have found watching. Luke 12:37.

Five things principally are to be noted here:

I. Who is that Lord whom it is fitting that all should serve? II. The service of which servants is especially required? III. How and when is each person bound to keep watch? IV. What sort of loss is incurred by those who have slept? V. What blessedness is promised to those who have watched well?

I.

On the first, note that this Lord whom it is fitting and just that all should serve is the Son of God. Concerning this Lord it is read in Genesis 27:29 that Isaac, when he blessed Jacob his son, among other things spoke thus: Let peoples serve you, and tribes adore you; be lord of your brothers.

1. By Isaac, which is interpreted laughter, or joy, God the Father is understood, who will fill with joy and laughter the heart and mouth of those who now weep and mourn for their sins. Hence also the Son himself, the faithful messenger of God the Father, said to his disciples, Luke 6:21: Blessed are you who now weep, because you will laugh. Hence also he says to any faithful one in Job 8:20 and 21: God will not cast away the simple, nor stretch out his hand to the malicious, until your mouth is filled with laughter and your lips with jubilation.

2. By Jacob, who is interpreted wrestler, the Son of God is understood; he, as the true David with Goliath, that is, with the devil, undertook a single combat on the cross, and by dying, which was marvelous, subdued and killed him, that is, took from him his unjust power. To this Son God the Father says: Let the peoples of the Gentiles serve you, let the tribes of the Jews adore you; be Lord of your brothers, that is, of Christians. For Christians are especially called brothers of the Lord because they are with him in the same religion. For with Christ they have one faith and one baptism. For the faith which Christ preached, they received; and through his baptism they merited to be washed from original sins.

II.

On the second, note that Christians are especially called servants of the Lord, because in baptism they renounced the service of the devil and bound themselves to the obedience of Christ. Concerning these servants it is said in Exodus 21:1 and 2: If you buy a Hebrew servant, he will serve you six years; in the seventh he will go out free without payment. With whatever garment he entered, with such a one let him go out. This authority is expounded concerning Christians and Christ. Hebrews are interpreted as conquerors, or passers-over, and thus Christians ought to be Hebrews, namely so that by faith they may conquer the devil and the world, and thus may merit to pass over into the eternal kingdom. Concerning this victory 1 John 2:14 says: The Word of God remains in you, and you have conquered the malignant one, that is, the devil. He also says in the same place: This is the victory which conquers the world, our faith 1.

Therefore the Lord bought these servants at a great price, namely with his blood. Hence they ought to serve him for six years, so that in the seventh they may go out free without payment. By the six years the whole span of our life is figured, in which we ought to labor, since we were born for labor, and since also the Lord himself worked for six days and rested on the seventh, as is said in Genesis 2:2: God rested on the seventh day from every work which he had done. The seventh year is the time after this life, which is the time of souls. Therefore for six years, that is, during the whole time of our life, they ought to serve him, so that in the seventh they may go out free without payment, that is, having been freed by the grace of Christ from every misery, they may then merit to enter eternal rest.

Also, with whatever garment a man entered into the service of Christ, with such a garment he will then go out. The garment is innocence, which is conferred on a man in baptism, whether it is the baptism of water or of penance. And with this garment the one who has devoutly served Christ will go out in death.

And note that from the servants of Christ a threefold service is required, namely the service of heart, of mouth, and of work.

1. The service of the heart consists in three things, namely in purity of thoughts, and sincerity of affection, and abundance of compassion. For a servant of Christ ought to have pure thoughts, so that namely he may think back upon the individual benefits of Christ, and when he has thought back upon them, he may be moved toward him by the sweetness of sincere affection. He ought also to have abundant compassion, through which he may grieve with the poor and afflicted and have mercy. Thus Saint Nicholas did. "For he was, as is sung concerning him, very compassionate, and toward the afflicted bearing pious inward parts."

2. The service also of the mouth consists in three things, namely in devout giving of thanks, in suppliant prayer, and in fraternal admonition. For each person ought, over the individual benefits of Jesus, to render to him devout thanksgivings, since thanks are also rendered to him unceasingly by the elect in the homeland. Hence also the priest daily invites us in the Mass: Let us give thanks, he says, to the Lord our God. A man ought also continually to offer suppliant prayers to his Creator, asking from him grace in the present and glory in the future. Indeed grace and glory, according to the testimony of the Psalmist, the Lord will give 2. Nevertheless a man ought to admonish his neighbor to every good work, so that, as much as lies in him, he may draw him with himself to the kingdom of God.

3. The service also of work consists in three things. For we ought to serve the Lord with works of cleanness, justice, and mercy: namely so that through cleanness we may guard our bodies from the defilements of luxury; so that through justice we may harm or offend our neighbor in nothing; so that also through mercy we may do good to the poor and afflicted. Thus Blessed Nicholas did, who, by living justly, cleanly, and piously, merited to be promoted by divine action to the honor of priesthood. Hence even now oil sweats out from his clean and just bones.

NOTE also that the Lord must be served with fear and exultation. For the justice of the Lord makes a man tremble; but his kindness makes him exult. Concerning the service of fear it is said in Psalm 2:11: Serve the Lord in fear. But concerning the service of exultation there is Genesis 47:23, where the people of Egypt, that is, of this world, says to Joseph, by whom Christ is understood: Our salvation is in your hand; only let our lord look upon us, and we shall serve the King joyfully, that is, God the Father.

III.

On the third, note that the watches by which we are bound to watch are these, namely that we should always remember God and not forget the salvation of our own soul. And every man ought to do this, whether he is set in boyhood, or in adolescence, or in manly age, or in old age, or in extreme old age. Hence it is that the Lord says in Mark 13:35 and following: Watch; for you do not know when the Lord is coming: in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. Lest when he comes suddenly, he find you sleeping. But what I say to you: Watch. Therefore the Lord describes here four watches, through which the four principal ages of man are figured.

1. By evening, indeed, men of decrepit age are understood, such as octogenarians, nonagenarians, and centenarians. For the day of this life has already almost passed away for them, and the night of death stands near them, and for such people it is necessary to watch.

2. By midnight are designated men who have already lived through much time amid many anxieties of this life, and it is necessary for them to think about the rest of their soul. They also can say: In the midst of life we are in death; such are men of fifty, sixty, and seventy years. For those who willingly keep watch at night go to sleep at least at midnight, so that they may pause and rest. Thus also it would be useful for such men finally now to think about the rest of souls.

3. By cockcrow are marked men whom the cock of manifold anxiety disturbs, namely those who exist as anxious about the care of their wives, and little children, and the rest of the household, such as those of twenty, thirty, and forty years. And certainly it is demanded from such men that they watch. For a man, however robust his age may be, does not know what the coming day may bring forth.

4. By morning are understood children and young adolescents who are below twenty years, to whom a longer day of present life is still promised; and perhaps such people believe that they are going to live a long and serene life, though perhaps they will scarcely live one short day, and one nonetheless disturbed by the inclemency of the air; on account of which even such people must watch.

BLESSED NICHOLAS began in the morning to watch for the Lord.

1. Therefore it is read concerning him that, while he was hanging at his mother's breasts, on Wednesday and Friday he sucked the nipples once in the day.

2. It is also sung concerning him that, noble in lineage but nobler in morals, following the Lord from his very boyish age, he merited by divine revelation to be advanced to the highest priesthood.

3. Note also that, according to the letter, Blessed Nicholas kept watch for this purpose, that he might act well. For while a certain father of a family who had come to great want was sleeping, Nicholas threw gold in for the relief of him and of his daughters, and departed. Alas! many do the opposite: they keep watch for this purpose, that they may do evil at night, such as thieves, plunderers, robbers, burners of houses, and fornicators. Concerning such people it is said in Proverbs 4:14, 16 and 17: Do not delight in the paths of the impious, nor let the way of the evil please you... For they do not sleep unless they have done evil, and sleep is snatched from them unless they have supplanted someone. They eat the bread of impiety, and drink the wine of iniquity.

IV.

On the fourth, note that there are at least four kinds of men who do not watch, but sleep, and on account of this they incur eternal penalty and death. For to sleep is not to attend to God, and to neglect one's own salvation. But pride, avarice, luxury, and confidence concerning a longer life make men sleep in this way; and through these four things men are also slain by eternal death. Therefore note concerning the first two, namely pride and avarice, that they make a man forgetful of God and of his own salvation, and at last kill him with everlasting death. Hence it is read in 2 Kings 4 that two princes of robbers, Rechab and Baana, killed Isboseth, the son of Saul, sleeping on his bed in the heat of the day at midday, and, with his head taken away, they departed; for the doorkeeper woman of the house also was sleeping.

Isboseth is interpreted man of confusion, and signifies anyone who loves this world, which is full of confusion. For all things here are confused: hope, fear, grief, joy. Rechab and Baana will kill this sleeping man. Rechab is interpreted lofty, and signifies pride, which always seeks lofty things. But Baana is interpreted, he came endowed, and signifies avarice, which always desires gifts and the goods of present things.

Therefore pride and avarice kill a sleeping man, that is, one neglecting his own salvation; and they kill him at midday and on a bed.

1. For the proud always wish to be at midday, that is, they always desire to shine in this age and to appear glorious.

2. The avaricious also gather and acquire things so greedily on account of this, that from riches they may make for themselves as it were a certain bed, in which afterward they may pause and rest sweetly. And why are such people killed? Because certainly the doorkeeper woman of the house, that is, the reason of man, has fallen asleep. For the very reason of man ought to rouse the man and persuade him to beware for himself of pride and avarice, especially since man is dust and a vessel of dung; on account of which it is unworthy for him to be proud. Moreover, since man was born naked, it is fitting for him to go out naked; on account of which it is also contrary to reason for him to stretch himself out to acquiring such great things, since it is necessary for him to leave all things here.

3. Luxury also makes a man sleep, that is, takes from him the memory of God and solicitude for his own salvation. Hence it is read in Judges 15 that Delilah made Samson sleep upon her knees and recline his head in her bosom. Then when she cast him away shaved, the Philistines seized him and dug out his eyes, and made him grind, bound with chains, in their prison. Samson is interpreted strong sun, and signifies any Christian, who ought to be sun and light of faith, and strong through the work of virtue. For these two things are required of any Christian, namely that he believe through faith and work through charity.

Hence Delilah, who is interpreted bucket, signifies luxury, which always thirsts for lust; she invites him to her bosom and there makes him sleep so long until he has been shaved, that is, as long as he has had the powers of the body. But when the powers of the body have been taken away by death, she casts him away from herself; then the Philistines, that is, the demons, taking him, blind him, that is, deprive him of eternal light, and bind him with the chains of perpetual damnation, and thus make him grind the bread of eternal pain and labor in the prison of Gehenna, where the impious always walk in a circle, blinded. There, for the wretched sinner, luxurious sleep is lamentably compensated by long watches of torments.

4. Confidence also of a long life makes a man sleep, that is, makes him forgetful entirely of God and of his own salvation. For it is read in Judges 4 that Jael, covering Sisera with a cloak, gave him milk to drink, and at last pierced the temple of the sleeping man with a nail; and thus, joining sleep to death, he failed and died. Sisera is interpreted vision of the horse, and signifies such people who do not foresee their own death, but live like the horse and mule, for whom there is no, etc., Psalm 21:9. Jael, who is interpreted ascending, and signifies confidence of a longer and ascending life, covers these people with the cloak of false hope, and gives them the milk of worldly pleasure to drink; and thus she pierces and kills them while sleeping with the perpetual nail of death.

V.

On the fifth, note that the blessedness which is promised to those who watch well is this, concerning which the Lord speaks thus in the present Gospel 3: Amen I say to you, that he will gird himself, and make them recline, and passing by he will minister to them. For the Son of God will gird himself, that is, he will show himself as the gracious servant of his servants in his kingdom; and those who have watched, that is, those who have not existed unmindful of themselves and of their own soul through good works, he will make recline at the table of his glory, as he himself says, Luke 22:29 and 30: And I dispose to you a kingdom, as my Father disposed it to me, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. But as those who once served and watched recline, passing by he will minister to them dishes of manifold delight. For Jesus will pass through the very soul and all the senses of the elect, ministering to the palate, hand, and foot, and so concerning the other members; and he will pour out for each member a singular joy. But what joy will then be poured into the soul, which is the special seat of the Trinity, neither the tongue of a preacher nor the pen of a writer will be able sufficiently to explain.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may be found thus watching in good works, so that we may merit to obtain that ineffable blessedness. May he deign to grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	1 John 5:4. (I Joan. V, 4.) ↩

	Psalm 83:12. (Ps. LXXXIII, 12.) ↩

	Luke 12:37. (Luc. XII, 37.) ↩





Sermon III. On Saint Thomas the Apostle

SERMON III.

ON SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE.

Put your finger here, and see my hands, and bring your hand, and put it into my side; and do not be unbelieving, but faithful. John 20:27.

In the words set forth above, which the Lord spoke to blessed Thomas, we can consider three things:

I. The gravity of the Passion. II. The truth of the Resurrection. III. And Christian dignity.

I.

First therefore we can consider the gravity of the Lord's Passion, through this which is said to Thomas: Put your finger here, namely into my hands, and bring your hand, and put it, etc. For through this it can be proved that the nails by which the Lord was fastened to the cross were thick according to the measure of the finger of a man's hand, and that that dreadful lance by which the side of our Savior was pierced was thick and broad according to the measure of a man's hand. Hence also John says, 19:34, that one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance, making as it were a great door in his side, and immediately blood and water came out, but intermingled and separately. For from the same wound blood came out distinctly, and clear water distinctly, which could not have happened if the opening of the side had been narrow.

Since, therefore, the Lord sustained so grave a Passion for us, it is fitting that we also suffer some roughness for him. Hence also, as is read in John 11:14 and following, when Lazarus was dead, and Jesus was saying to the disciples: Lazarus is dead, let us go to him, Thomas said to his fellow disciples: Let us also go, and let us die with him. Behold, Blessed Thomas was prepared to die with the Lord, as the Gloss says there: "Behold the true affection of lovers: either to live with him or to die with him." But to this, that we may suffer with the Lord, the Apostle invites us at Romans 8:17 and 18, speaking thus: We shall be heirs of God, and co-heirs of Christ, if nevertheless we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. For I reckon that the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared to the future glory which will be revealed in us.

Therefore, if we wish to have with the Lord the glory of exultation, let us also suffer with him the bitterness of the Passion. For he is our head, and we are his members; hence it is not fitting, as Bernard says, "for a member to live delicately under a thorned head." On account of which also the Apostle says in 1 Corinthians 12:26 and 27: If one member suffers anything, all the members suffer together; or if one member is glorified, all the members rejoice together; and he adds: But you are the body of Christ. As if he were saying: "Since Christ, who is our head, suffered for us, you also deservedly ought to suffer with him on the way of misery, so that you may rejoice with him in the homeland of glory. For you are his body."

The Lord also wills that we not only suffer with him as he hangs on the cross, but that we also suffer with him as he endures the miseries of poverty, hunger, thirst, cold, and infirmities. For he reckons as spent upon himself what has been bestowed on the poor. Concerning this compassion Job 30:25 says: I once wept over him who was afflicted, and my soul had compassion on the poor man.

II.

Secondly we can attend to the truth of the Resurrection, namely in this, that he showed himself to be seen and touched. Hence he had also said to the other disciples, before he presented himself to Thomas, as Luke testifies, 24:39 and 40: See, he says, my hands and feet, because I myself am he; touch, and see; because a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see me to have. And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. Therefore, as the Gloss says, "for this reason he preserved the scars of his wounds, so that he might establish faith in the Resurrection and heal the wound of unbelief in them."

Since, therefore, Christ rose again, we ought to know most firmly that we also shall rise again. Hence Job says, 19:25 and 26: I know that my Redeemer lives, and on the last day I am going to rise from the earth; and again I shall be surrounded with my skin, and in my flesh I shall see God my Savior. The Apostle also says in 1 Corinthians 15:51: Indeed we shall all rise again, but not all shall be changed, namely from misery into glory. For the good will then be changed in their bodies from the misery of the present life into the glory of perpetual life; but the evil will go from the misery of this exile into the misery of eternal punishment. And he explains how that resurrection will happen, and says that it will happen in a moment, and in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet 1, that is, at the command of Christ, who is therefore called the last trumpet, because when all the tongues of preachers have fallen silent, then he himself, so that he may be heard by the whole world, will sound powerfully and openly in judgment.

Therefore, dearest ones, let us do works of cleanness, justice, and mercy; and let us flee uncleanness, injustice, and the harshness of mind; so that namely, when it happens that we awake at the voice of this trumpet, we may rise happily not into everlasting disgrace, but rather into eternal life. But Daniel 12:2 says: Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some unto eternal life, and others unto disgrace, that they may see always, that is, so that those who have awakened unto eternal life may see God as a most serene Emperor; and those who have awakened unto everlasting disgrace may behold the devil as a most cruel torturer.

III.

Thirdly, in the aforesaid words, we can note Christian dignity. For if Christ held his apostles so dear and worthy that after his Resurrection he offered himself to them to be handled, so also good Christians themselves are so worthy and dear that he presents himself to them to be eaten. But who doubts that it is not of lesser dignity to eat precious food than to handle it? Hence Jesus himself says through himself, John 5:54: Amen, amen I say to you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you will not have life in yourselves.

Since therefore, dearest ones, the nativity of the little child Jesus is near, who presents himself to us for eating and on account of this wished to be placed in a manger, six things are required from us, so that we may receive such a great guest honorably, that is, so that then we may approach the most holy communion worthily.

1. The first is that we should remove all the filth of sins from the lodging of the soul, and this must be done through bitter contrition. For contrition is a certain very sharp shovel, through which all the uncleannesses of crimes are cast out, by which the devil had defiled the soul of the sinner.

2. The second is that we should also sweep the house by sprinkling it; but this is done through tearful confession. For tearful confession is as it were a certain broom, which, when the stinking filth has been cast outside through the very sharp shovel of contrition, afterward, when tears have been sprinkled, cleanses it subtly and diligently.

Concerning these two things it is said in 2 Chronicles 29:16 and 17: The priests... carried out all the uncleanness which they had found in the temple, in the vestibule of the house of the Lord, which the Levites took and carried away outside to the torrent Cedron... and they expiated the temple of God in eight days. Priests are so called as if sacred leaders. But the sacred leaders of the soul are fear and love: fear, namely, of punishment, and love of reward. These two Priests, in the carrying-basket of contrition, carry out all the uncleanness of sin from the temple of the Lord, that is, from the heart of man, and carry it outside into the torrent Cedron. Cedron is interpreted sad grief, and signifies Gehenna punishment. For there there is sad grief, because the wretched damned do not expect any consolation of their grief. Fear and love cause sins to be carried into this torrent, namely when they cause a man to remember that, unless that same man does penance, he will suffer the punishments of hell forever. But when the filth has been carried out, they expiated the temple in eight days; by this pure confession is understood, for which eight things are required. And those eight are these eight days of expiation. The eight things which are required for confession are marked in this verse:

Who, what, where, how often, with whom, why, how, when.

Who, namely, whether he was a monk, cleric, or layman. Likewise, whether he was a priest, deacon, or subdeacon,
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and so concerning similar things. What, that is, what kind of sin he committed. Where, that is, in what place he perpetrated it. How often, that is, for how many years, or months, or days, or times. With whom, that is, with which persons, that is, whether with an unmarried woman, or a married woman, or a religious and veiled woman; or with a niece, or sister. Likewise whether with a beast, and what sort of beast. Why, that is, whether voluntary or compelled, or whether a great temptation drove him to this, or he made the temptation for himself. How, that is, whether naturally or unnaturally, standing or lying down, or sleeping. When, that is, in Lent or outside Lent, whether on days of solemnities or on weekdays.

3. The third thing which is required for this, that we may receive the body of Jesus worthily, is this: that we adorn the lodging of our heart with curtains and flowers. This is done through the action of good works, and especially through the giving of alms. Hence it is said in 1 Maccabees 4:57 and 58: They adorned the face of the temple with golden crowns... and very great joy was made in the people. Golden crowns are the good works which are done from charity. For through good works the soul is adorned now, and at last in the judgment of God it is crowned.

4. The fourth is that we should desire the coming of the Lord, and should await him while fasting. This is done through holy desires and devout fasts, through which good Christians prepare themselves for the reception of so great a guest, since he himself is the true food of the soul. Hence also the Apostle, on the first Sunday of Advent, instructed us how we ought to await our guest Jesus Christ, saying thus at Romans 13:13 and following: The day, that is, Christ, has drawn near... Therefore do not be in feastings and drunkenness, not in beds and shamelessness... But put on, that is, desire, the Lord Jesus, so that he may come, namely, into your heart.

5. The fifth is that we should place the guest who has been received on a seat, a quiet one, or on a softly spread bed. This is done through peace of heart and the driving away of all anger and hatred. And note that peace of heart, which meekness and patience have nourished, is so pleasing to God that even the Son of God himself, whom God the Father appointed watchman of his Church, says that he rests and sleeps in it; for he says in Psalm 4:9: In peace in the selfsame I will sleep and rest. Therefore peace, that is, tranquillity of heart, is the seat and bed of Jesus Christ. Alas for sorrow! certain people place Jesus as if upon thorns and nettles, and cast him as if into fire: namely those who receive the body of Christ with envy, hatred, and anger.

6. The sixth is that we should bring forth and give to the most dear guest whatever better and dearer thing we have. But nothing is better than the heart, and this he asks from us. Hence it is said in Proverbs 23:26: Offer me, my son, your heart. Therefore he asks the heart from us, because if he has the heart, he will have the eye, ear, nose, mouth and tongue, hand, foot, and the other members of the body most ready for his service.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may receive him thus on earth, so that we may merit also to be received by him in the heavens. May this be granted to us, etc.



Sermon IV. On Blessed Stephen

SERMON IV.

ON BLESSED STEPHEN.

Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. Acts 7:55.

Three things are to be noted here:

I. Who is that man who declares that he sees the heavens opened? II. What is understood by the heavens which he saw opened? III. Why is Jesus seen by Stephen not sitting, but standing?

I.

On the first, note that the one who declares that he sees the heavens opened is Blessed Stephen. Stephen is interpreted rule or crown. Therefore the interpretation of his name openly suggests that he lived according to the rule of the doctrine of Jesus, and that by living well he merited the heavenly crown. We also ought to imitate Blessed Stephen, so that we may live according to the rule of the doctrine of Jesus, and thus make ourselves worthy of the heavenly crown. Hence the Apostle says to Galatians 6:16: Whoever have followed this rule, peace upon them, and mercy. As if he were saying: "Whoever has followed the rule of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, him the Lord will crown with the crown of peace and mercy."

But doctrine consists chiefly in two things, namely in love of God and of neighbor; and these are the two sides of the rule or norm. Concerning these two the Lord says, Matthew 22:37 and following: You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart, and in your whole soul, and in your whole mind... You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments the whole law depends, and the Prophets. Therefore this is the rule or norm which directs us to the crown of perpetual glory, namely that we should love God and neighbor with every zeal. For he who truly loves God devoutly applies himself to all his commandments. He also who sincerely loves his neighbor offends him neither by words nor by deeds.

II.

On the second, note that by the heavens which Stephen saw opened are understood the nine orders of the elect. The first order is of little children dying recently after baptism. The second order is of widows and married penitents. The third is of holy virgins. The fourth is of holy Confessors, Pontiffs, and Doctors. The fifth is of holy Martyrs. The sixth is of holy Prophets. The seventh is of holy Apostles. The ninth is of Angels. But above these nine orders the throne of the Blessed Virgin has been placed at the right hand of the humanity of Jesus Christ, which humanity, namely, sweetly rests in the heaven of the holy Trinity itself.

But the aforesaid nine orders of the elect are figured by the nine heavens concerning which the Philosophers speak.

Therefore the first heaven is the circle of the Moon. By this heaven is figured the dwelling of little children newly reborn and dying in the purity of baptism. For as the moon does not shine through itself, but receives its light from the sun, so also little children have merited nothing in this life by which they may shine in heaven, but the light by which they will shine there they have from the grace of God alone, which they obtained in baptism, which Christ consecrated by his blood; and on account of this little children are compared to the moon.

Therefore Stephen saw the heaven of little children opened to himself, because he is believed to have remained in that purity which he received in baptism. Hence it is said concerning him in Acts of the Apostles 6:8 that Stephen was full of grace. As if it were said that the same grace of the Holy Spirit which he received in baptism, he still preserved through innocence of life.

Let us also beware, dearest ones, lest we defile the garment of innocence which was conferred on us in baptism by base and malicious thoughts, by filthy and depraved speeches, by unclean and unjust works, so that thus the heaven of little children may lie open to us, into which they themselves passed through purity of innocence. For it is said concerning children lately dead after baptism, in Psalm 32:13: Nor will he deprive of good things those who walk in innocence. For although they brought no good works, nevertheless they will be saved on account of innocence of life.

The second heaven is the circle of Mercury. Mercury is so called as if caring for reward. By this heaven is figured the dwelling of widows, married persons, and penitents. For by this, that widows and married persons, according to the saying of Paul, had testimony in good works, and received the poor and pilgrims in hospitality, and washed the feet of the Saints, and supplied those suffering tribulation; and also by this, that penitents redeemed their sins by alms; both widows and married persons, and also penitents, acquired eternal rewards for their souls with prudent solicitude.

Blessed Stephen also saw this heaven opened to himself. For he was a man of great mercy, on account of which he was appointed by the Apostles to this, that he should minister to widows, as is read in chapter 6 of the Acts of the Apostles.

We also, that we may merit to reach the fellowship of holy widows, good married persons, and also truly penitent persons, let us acquire eternal rewards for ourselves, as long as it is outside grace, through works of piety. To this the Lord himself admonishes us, Luke 6:36 and 38, saying: Be merciful as your Father also is merciful... Give, and it will be given to you. And what will be given to us, Lord? It follows: A good measure, and pressed down, and shaken together, and overflowing, the Angels will give into your bosom. But, alas, many there are who send the rewards of their alms into a pierced sack, as Haggai 1:6 says: He who gathered wages put them into a pierced little sack. Those send their alms into a pierced sack who, although they give alms, nevertheless do not cease to plunder, and steal, receive usuries, and commit other frauds. Those also send alms into a pierced sack who bestow them on account of the appetite for vainglory. For robberies, theft, usury, and the malice of frauds, and also vainglory, do not permit alms to ascend before God.

The third heaven is the circle of the third planet, which is called Venus. But once by the Gentiles Venus was said to be the goddess of love. Hence by this heaven is designated the dwelling of holy virgins. For they loved God above everything that has been created; on account of which they strove to please him through chastity of mind and body, as the Apostle says in 1 Corinthians 7:34: The unmarried woman and the virgin thinks about the things that are of the Lord, so that she may be holy in body and spirit. But that virgins loved God and preferred him to the whole world is attested by that Responsory which is sung concerning any virgin: "The kingdom of the world and every adornment of the age I have despised, on account of the love of my Lord Jesus Christ, whom I have seen, whom I have loved, in whom I have believed."

Therefore Blessed Stephen saw the heaven of virgins opened to himself. For he was of marvelous chastity, on account of which in Acts 6:5 he is said to be full of the Holy Spirit. And because the Apostles knew him as a man of approved chastity, on account of this they appointed him to the service of women.

Therefore we, dearest ones, so that some joy may be sent to us from the choir of holy Virgins, should love virginity and honor it in Virgins. For the virginity which God himself honors is not worthy to be despised by man. But that holy virginity is of incomparable price in the sight of the Lord is declared by Sirach 26:20: Every weighing is not worthy of a continent soul. Therefore fornicators, who pollute and corrupt virgins, should see how they may restore to the Lord as much good as they have taken away from him, both in themselves and in others whom they polluted through lust.

The fourth heaven is the circle of the fourth planet, which is called the Sun. By this heaven is expressed the choir of holy Confessors, Pontiffs, and Doctors. For as the Sun is said to shine alone before the others, so also the holy Confessors, Pontiffs, and Doctors once marvelously illuminated the world by the light of good life and sacred doctrine.

Blessed Stephen also saw this heaven opened to himself. For he himself was also a great Doctor and Preacher. Hence it is said in Acts 6:9 and 10 that the Jews disputed with Saint Stephen and were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit who was speaking.

We also, dearest ones, so that we may merit at least in some part to be sharers of the joy of the holy Confessors, Pontiffs, and Doctors, should willingly hear the word of God which is set before us from the mouth of Preachers. For Christ himself says, John 8:47: He who is from God hears the words of God. Therefore you do not hear, because you are not from God 1. Therefore it is an evident argument that he who willingly hears the word is of the number of those to be saved, and that he who loathes and flees the word of Christ is to be counted among the reprobate.

The fifth heaven is the circle of Mars, which is the fifth of the planets. But Mars was once thought to be the god of war. By this is designated the choir of holy Martyrs; for they were strong soldiers of God and outstanding fighters. Hence it is sung concerning them: "O venerable glorious contests of the Martyrs, who in their bodies endured monstrous torments for Christ, and therefore merited to receive the unfading crown of eternal glory."

The glorious Protomartyr Stephen saw this heaven opened to himself. For he himself, as is said in Acts 6:8, was full of fortitude, through which "the stones of the torrent were sweet to him 2"; by these, having been stoned for the Lord, he was the first after the Passion to follow the red footprints of Jesus Christ; and what was marvelous, in imitation of Jesus he suffered outwardly in body, and inwardly in heart he had compassion on the malices of those persecuting him; for it is said in Acts 7:59: But having placed his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, saying: Lord, do not set down this sin for them.

We also, dearest ones, so that we may be able to have some participation in the joy of the holy Martyrs, should imitate the patience of this Martyr, namely so that we may sustain with patience the losses of things and the insults of words which are brought upon us by evil men. For Jesus himself, the King of Martyrs, says, John 15:20: If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you. As if he were saying: If I suffered persecution, it is not marvelous if you also suffer; where the Gloss says: "The servant cannot be pleasing to one to whom the Lord is displeasing."

The sixth heaven is the circle of Jove, which is the sixth of the planets. For Jupiter is so called as if commanding father; in the common tongue also Jupiter is called thunder. But by this heaven is designated the choir of holy Prophets. For the Prophets, through the vehemence of zeal, thundered strong rebukes against kings themselves, and they commanded them to do what they understood from the Lord. Hence the kings themselves also called the Prophets fathers. Hence it is read in 4 Kings 13:14 that when Elisha was sick, Joash king of Israel went down to him and wept before him, and said: My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its charioteer. As if he were saying: I grieve, my father, that you are sick, because you are the chariot of Israel and its charioteer, that is, you carry the whole people in the bosom of your prayers; and besides, you are the charioteer, that is, the ruler and governor of the whole Israelite people.

Blessed Stephen also saw this heaven opened to himself. For he was of very constant zeal; on account of which, after the likeness of a certain thunder, he rebuked the Jews concerning their excesses, saying thus in the Acts of the Apostles 7:51 and 52: Stiff-necked and uncircumcised in hearts and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so also do you. Which of the Prophets did your fathers not persecute? and they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have been betrayers and murderers.

We also, so that we may merit to have some fellowship with the holy Prophets, ought to correct those who are delinquent. Hence the Apostle says in 1 Thessalonians 5:14: But we ask you, brothers, correct the restless or delinquent. Hence also it is read in 1 Kings 1 that Eli, because he did not correct his sons with due rebuke, incurred the grave wrath of God, and at last, falling down from the seat on which he sat, breathed out his life with his neck broken.

The seventh heaven is the circle of Saturn, which is the highest of the planets. But Saturn is so called as if god of the sown things. By that heaven is designated the choir of venerable Patriarchs, who were good sowers; for they sowed the seed of faith and religion in the hearts of their own. For Sirach 44:1 and 4 says: Let us praise glorious men and our parents in their generation... Who by the virtue of their prudence announced most holy words to the peoples. For Abraham sowed in the heart of his son Isaac the faith and law which he received from the Lord; but Isaac entrusted to his son Jacob the religion received from his father; he also transmitted the worship of the one God to his twelve sons; and thus through successions each of the Patriarchs transmitted right faith and good life to his descendants.

Therefore Blessed Stephen saw the heaven of the Patriarchs opened to himself; for he himself also was a true member of the household and guest of true faith. Hence it is said in Acts 6:5 that the Apostles chose Stephen, a man full of faith.

We also, dearest ones, so that we may receive some portion of the blessedness of the holy Patriarchs, should faithfully persist in that faith which holy mother Church teaches us; for the Apostle says to Hebrews 11:6: Without faith it is impossible to please God. But that we ought to lodge faith together with good works, James 2:20 and 21 testifies: Do you wish to know, O empty man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified from works, offering Isaac his son upon the altar? Therefore you see that faith was cooperating with his works, and from works faith was consummated.

The eighth heaven is the sign-bearing circle or zodiac, in which the twelve signs shine out, which designate in what part of heaven the sun is, or to what part it may come. The individual months of the year are also marked by these twelve signs. But these are the signs: Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces, Aries, Taurus, and Gemini. By that heaven the choir of holy Apostles is not unfittingly figured. For the Apostles, by the signs and miracles which they did on earth, most clearly showed Jesus Christ, the sun of justice, to men existing in the members of unbelief. For the Lord, sending the Apostles into the world, gave them power, that they might do signs and miracles; hence Luke 9:1 and 2 says: Jesus, having called together the twelve Apostles, gave them virtue and power over all demons, and that languors should be healed. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

Blessed Stephen also saw this heaven opened to himself by his merits. For he himself also did prodigies and great signs among the people, as is read in Acts of the Apostles 6:8.

We also, dearest ones, so that we may merit to be companions at least in some joy of the holy Apostles, should do signs and miracles. But how shall we do signs and miracles? We should cast out demons, and have new tongues, and take up serpents, and drink poison without harm, and impose hands upon the sick so that they may be well, as the Lord says, Mark 16:17 and 18: These signs will follow those who have believed: In my name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them; they will impose hands upon the sick, and they will be well. 1. He casts out demons who is truly contrite for his sins, and purely confesses, and also performs fitting satisfaction for them; for through true penance demons are cast out from the soul. 2. He speaks with new tongues who roots out deceits, malices, and turpitudes from his tongue, and thereafter presents it for divine service through devout prayers and devout thanksgivings, and through good and useful speeches. 3. He takes up serpents who patiently sustains the persecutions of evil men. For evil men are compared to serpents. 4. He also drinks poison without harm who is not moved by the reproaches and insults of evil men. 5. He also imposes hands upon the sick, and they will be well, who by the example of good works strengthens and comforts the sick and weak sinner toward living well.

The ninth heaven is the circle of the stars, or the firmament of the stars. And by this heaven is expressed the choir of all Angels. For as the stars are fixed immovably in the firmament, so also the holy Angels have been confirmed in God, so that henceforth they cannot in any way fall away from him. Moreover, as the stars are revolved with the firmament, so also the holy Angels assent to the will of God and carry it out, never resisting it.

Blessed Stephen also saw this heaven opened to his soul. For he himself was also as it were a certain Angel of God. Hence it is said in Acts 6:15: All who were sitting in the council, looking upon him, saw his face as the face of an Angel.

We also, dearest ones, so that we may merit to have some participation with the holy Angels, ought to execute the will of God; hence also daily we ask in the Lord's prayer: Your will be done, as in heaven, and on earth. As if we were saying: Thus make us also, O Father and Lord, obey your will faithfully on earth. But what is the will of God? Certainly that we live chastely and do good works. Concerning the first Paul says, 1 Thessalonians 4:3: This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication. Concerning the second it is said in 1 Peter 2:15: Thus is the will of God, that by doing good you should make mute the ignorance of imprudent men.

The tenth heaven, according to the Philosophers, is the greater firmament, which makes all the aforesaid circles or heavens move. By this heaven the holy Trinity itself and undivided unity is figured. For God is moved by no one, but he himself rather moves everything that he created. Hence Paul says: In him we live, and are moved, and are 3.

Therefore Blessed Stephen saw opened not only the heavens of all the elect, but also the heaven of the holy Trinity itself for his soul; hence it is said in Acts 7:55: But when Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit, looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said: Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.

We also, dearest ones, should serve the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit with heart, mouth, and work, so that after the labors of this exile we may draw perpetual consolation from the very fountain of the holy Trinity.

III.

On the third, note that on account of this Blessed Stephen saw Jesus standing and not sitting, namely so that, with his martyrdom now about to come to him, he might offer him the kiss, the palm, and the crown. May this be granted to us, etc.
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Sermon V. On Blessed John the Evangelist

SERMON V.

ON BLESSED JOHN THE EVANGELIST.

Peter, having turned, saw that disciple, whom Jesus loved, following. John 21:20.

Note that four things are here to be marked beforehand at first sight:

I. Why does John declare that he was a disciple of the Lord? II. Through what is it proved that the Lord loved him especially? III. When is he shown to have followed Jesus? IV. What reward did he receive on account of this, because he faithfully followed Jesus?

I.

On the first, note that Blessed John the Evangelist is therefore especially asserted to be the disciple of the Lord, because he learned those four lessons which that great and truthful Teacher Jesus read, and fulfilled them by works. The first was the lesson of virginal truth. The second was of inestimable humility. The third was of deifying charity. The fourth was of extraordinary patience or gentleness. He read the first in the virginal womb or lap. He read the second in the animal manger. He read the third in the prepared upper room. He read the fourth on the gibbet of the cross.

I. Therefore in the first lesson, which that good Teacher Jesus read in the virginal womb or lap, virginal purity is marvelously commended. For through this, that Christ deigned to be conceived and born only from a Virgin, and through this, that he wished to suck only virginal breasts, he plainly gives all men to understand that above all things he embraces virginal purity and prefers it to the state of all men. Hence Jerome writes against Jovinian, on that place: Behold, a virgin shall conceive in the womb: "If virginity is not preferred to marriage, why did the Holy Spirit not choose a married woman, why not a widow?" 2. For at that time there was also Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, remarkable in modesty and always occupied with prayers and fasts in the temple of God. Therefore Blessed John the Evangelist, knowing from divine revelation itself that Christ supremely loves virginity, despising the bond of marriage, remained a virgin forever. 3. Hence it is sung in a certain Responsory: "Jesus loved John, whom the special prerogative of chastity had made worthy of a fuller love, because, chosen by him a virgin, he remained a virgin forever." Blessed therefore is he who with John has remained a virgin on account of Christ. 4. But very wretched and unhappy is he who, like a beast rotting in its own dung, has departed in the uncleanness of fornication. For the Apostle says at Hebrews 13:4: Fornicators and adulterers God will judge. The Gloss says, "he will condemn eternally."

II. Secondly, the Lord read the lesson of incomparable humility, lying in a manger. For was it not inestimable humility that he whom "heaven and the heavens of heavens cannot contain, as is said in the fourth responsory, eighth, wished to be placed in a narrow manger," wrapped in the cloths of poverty? This good disciple learned this lesson and carried it out in work, which can be clearly proved from this. 1. That nowhere, neither in his Gospel, nor in his epistles, nor in his Apocalypse, does he name himself an Apostle, but only a disciple and servant of Jesus Christ. 2. The humility of John can also be considered in this, that when, with Mary Magdalene announcing that Christ had been taken away, he had run ahead of Peter and had come first to the monument, nevertheless he did not enter unless Peter had entered first. For although the swiftness of youth had made him run ahead of Peter, humility called him back lest he enter the sepulcher first. 3. To this man also the Lord, the teacher of humility, specially commended on the cross the humble virgin, namely his mother, who reckoned herself a handmaid, not a Lady, to a humble virgin, namely John, who does not name himself an Apostle but a disciple or servant. We also ought to imitate the humility of John; for inward humility of heart pleases the Lord more than outward poverty of things. Hence Jerome writes to Oceanus: "It is more to have laid aside the mind than the dress; we lack arrogance with more difficulty than gold and gems. For when these have been cast away, we sometimes swell with glorious filth and offer saleable poverty to the popular breeze."

III. Thirdly, the Lord, sitting in a large prepared upper room, according to what Mark 14:15 says, taught the lesson of deifying charity. For John 13:34 asserts that, when supper had been made... Jesus said to his disciples: A new commandment I give to you: that you love one another as I have loved you. Or John 15:12: This is my precept, that you love one another as I have loved you. It follows, with some words placed between 1: These things I command you, that you love one another. Behold how the good Teacher impresses the lesson of charity upon his disciples. This lesson that beloved disciple committed most excellently to his memory. Hence he himself writes to the faithful of the Church in his first canonical epistle, 3:11: Dearest ones, this is the announcement which you have heard from the beginning, that you love one another. Likewise, 4:7: Dearest ones, let us love one another, because charity is from God. Likewise, there he says: If God so loved us, we also ought to love one another in this way 2.

Therefore, since Jesus three times commands us to love one another, and John three times invites us to the same thing, it can be evident to every man that we ought to love one another in heart, mouth, and work. In heart, lest we hold anyone in hatred. For everyone who hates his brother is a murderer (1 John 3:15). In mouth, lest we injure anyone with our tongue. Hence the Lord says, Matthew 12:37: From your words you will be justified, and from your words you will be condemned. In work, that we should lay down our souls for our neighbors in necessity, and that from our substance we should relieve the poor. Concerning both John says in 1 John 3:16 and 17: In this we have known the charity of God, because he laid down his soul for us; and we ought to lay down our souls for the brothers. Whoever has the substance of this world, and sees his brother have necessity, and closes his inward parts from him: how does the charity of God remain in him?

IV. Fourthly, the Lord read the lesson of extraordinary gentleness and patience on the gibbet of the cross.

1. For while he was standing fixed to the cross he was saying, as Luke 23:34 says: Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing. On this place Anselm says in the book On Blessed Sufficiency: "What sort of one is this, who in all his pressures not once opened his mouth so that he might utter against those accursed dogs a word either of complaint, or of excuse, or of threat, or of curse, and at the very last poured out upon his enemies a word of blessing such as has not been heard from the age? What more meek, what kinder than this man, my soul, have you seen?"

2. Therefore from this lesson, and from a certain preceding correction of the Lord, John the dear disciple was made most meek. For it is read in Luke 9:54 and following that, on a certain occasion, when Jesus had sent messengers ahead before his face into a certain city of the Samaritans, so that they might prepare lodging for him, the Samaritans did not receive him. When his disciples James and John had seen this, they said: Lord, do you wish that we say that fire should descend from heaven and consume them? And Jesus, turning, rebuked them and said: You do not know of whose spirit you are. The Son of Man did not come to destroy souls, but to save them. Therefore, since John had thus been corrected by the Lord concerning his impatience and zeal of indignation, afterward he was made most patient and most merciful, especially since afterward, standing by the cross, he perceived his Teacher Jesus bearing his pains and injuries in such merciful patience.

Hence it is that when in the time of persecution John had been sent into a vat of boiling oil, the boiling oil was not able to rage against him, because it found nothing of savagery in him. Therefore Tertullian reports that John the Evangelist, sent by Nero into a vat of boiling oil, came out purer and more vigorous than he had entered.

We also, dearest ones, in imitation of Blessed John, ought to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 1. Especially since he himself, for this reason, that we might receive doctrine and discipline from him, first endured for us the grave disciplines of the impious. Hence Isaiah 50:6 says: I gave my body to those striking me, and my cheeks to those plucking them; I did not turn away my face from those rebuking and spitting upon me. Isaiah also says concerning him, 53:5: He was wounded on account of our iniquities; he was bruised on account of our crimes; the discipline of our peace was upon him, and by his bruise we are healed.

2. And so, since Jesus received disciplines from the impious for us, much more worthily ought we receive discipline from the pious Father. Hence the Apostle admonishes us at Hebrews 12:7: Persevere in discipline. God offers himself to you as to sons; for what son is there whom the father does not correct?

Therefore the disciples of Jesus must be disciplined. But that we are disciplined we ought to show through three things.

1. The first is that we should beware of doing evil. Hence Sirach 40:31: A disciplined and instructed man keeps himself. But from what will he keep himself? Certainly lest he do evil.

2. But because there are some who, although they abstain from evils, nevertheless do not sweat much over good works, on account of this it is necessary to know that we should do good works. Hence James 3:13 says: Who is wise and disciplined among you? Let him show from good conversation his work in the meekness of wisdom. Hence also the Lord himself says in the Gospel of John 15:8: In this my Father is glorified, that you bring forth very much fruit and become my disciples. As if he were saying: If you bring forth very much of good works, through this it is clear that you are my disciples.

3. Because there are many who bear this gravely, that while they aim at good works, they are either scourged by the Lord or corrected by men, on account of this it is necessary that we bear neither the correction of the Lord nor that of men with annoyance. Hence it is that Sirach 10:28 says: A prudent and disciplined man will not murmur when corrected. For the Lord scourges in the present age, lest he condemn in the future. Hence the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 11:32: But when we are judged, we are corrected by the Lord, so that we may not be condemned with this world. Concerning the three things said above it is said in Psalm 33:15: Turn away from evil, behold the first; and do good, behold the second; seek peace, that is, seek inwardly through patience: behold the third 3.

II.

On the second, note that Jesus shows through three things that he loved John more familiarly.

1. The first is because he did not deny him his bosom and breast for reclining. Hence it is said in John 13:21 and following: When Jesus had said to his disciples: Amen, amen I say to you, that one of you will betray me, the disciples were looking at one another, hesitating of whom he was speaking. Therefore one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining in the bosom of Jesus. Therefore Simon Peter nodded to this one and said to him: Who is it, concerning whom he speaks? And so, when that one had reclined upon the breast of Jesus, he says to him: Lord, who is it? Jesus answered: It is he to whom I shall offer the dipped bread.

2. The second, because he specially commended to him his undefiled mother. Hence John 19:26 and 27 says: When Jesus had seen his mother, and the disciple standing, whom he loved, he says to his mother: Woman, behold your son. Then he says to the disciple: Behold your mother. And from that hour the disciple took her into his own, the Gloss says, "mother," that is, he was so obedient to her as if she were his mother.

3. The third is that he revealed to him his most hidden secrets. Hence John himself, in the beginning of his Gospel, flying as it were like a certain eagle from the supernal heavenly hierarchy, made known to us the divinity of the incarnate Word, writing thus: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, etc. 4. He also writes the Apocalypse, in which God revealed many things to him concerning the past, present, and future state of the Church militant and triumphant.

III.

On the third, note that John is said to have followed the Lord principally three times: first immediately after the Lord's calling; secondly when Jesus went to the Passion; thirdly after the celebrated Resurrection of Christ.

1. Therefore first he followed the Lord immediately after the first calling, which Matthew 4:18 testifies, speaking thus: Jesus, walking beside the sea of Galilee, called Peter and Andrew. And immediately after a few words he adds, 4:21 and 22: And proceeding thence, he saw two other brothers, James of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, repairing their nets, and he called them. But they, immediately leaving the nets and their father, followed him.

But the fact that John followed Jesus immediately after the first calling can greatly confound our slowness and laziness, we who for so many years, in many ways and by many modes, have been called by the Lord, and yet from day to day, from year to year, delay to follow him. Hence Gregory says: "The disciples had not yet seen Jesus do miracles; they had heard nothing from him concerning the reward of eternal recompense, and nevertheless at one command of God they forgot this which they seemed to possess. How many miracles of his we have seen, by how many scourges we are afflicted, by how many rough threats we are frightened; and nevertheless we despise following him when he calls."

2. Secondly, principally he followed Jesus when he went to the Passion. Hence John himself says in his Gospel, 18:12: The cohort and the tribune and the ministers of the Jews seized Jesus and bound him. It follows, 15: But Simon Peter was following Jesus, and another disciple. But the disciple was known to the High Priest, and he entered with Jesus into the court of the High Priest. It follows after some things, 22: One of the attending ministers gave Jesus a slap, saying: Do you answer the High Priest in this way?

And note that John not only followed Jesus into the court of the High Priest, where he saw him struck with fists, but also followed him even to the gibbet of the cross, where he saw him pierced with nails, given vinegar to drink, and pierced by a lance. John himself also declares this, 19:16 and following, speaking thus: They received Jesus and led him out. And carrying the cross for himself, he went out to that which is called the place of Calvary..., where they crucified him. It follows: Therefore when Jesus had seen his mother and the disciple standing, whom he loved, he says to his mother: Woman, behold your son, etc. It follows: When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said: It is consummated. And with his head inclined he handed over the spirit. It follows: One of the soldiers opened his side with a lance, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who saw has borne testimony, and his testimony is true 5.

3. Thirdly he followed Jesus after the manifested Resurrection. Hence the same John says, 21:19 and following, that when Jesus had risen from the dead, and, coming among the disciples, had given them bread and fish, and they had breakfasted, he says to Peter: Follow me. And then Peter, having turned, also saw that disciple, whom Jesus loved, following.

We also, dearest ones, in imitation of this renowned disciple, not only
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Sermon V. On Blessed John the Evangelist, Conclusion

we ought to follow the Lord promising eternal rewards to us; but we ought also to follow him suffering hard punishments on the cross for us, so that at last, in the general resurrection, we may follow him going before us to the eternal banquet.

IV.

On the fourth, note that John received a threefold reward from the Lord, because he followed him faithfully, namely eternal life, perpetual light, and judicial power. For these three things are promised to those who have followed Jesus Christ with perseverance.

Concerning the first the Lord says, John 10:27 and 28: My sheep hear my voice... and they follow me; and I give eternal life to them.

Concerning the second the Lord says, John 8:12: I am the light of the world. He who follows me does not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.

Concerning the third it is said in Matthew 19:27 and 28, where Peter said to Jesus: Behold, we have left all things and have followed you; what therefore will there be for us? But Jesus said to them: Amen I say to you, that you who have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of Man has sat on the seat of his majesty, you also will sit upon twelve seats, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Therefore, dearest ones, pray to the Lord that we may follow him thus here, so that in the future we may obtain eternal life and perpetual light. May he deign to grant this to us, etc.



Sermon VI. On the Feast of the Holy Innocents

SERMON VI.

ON THE FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS.

And I saw, and behold, the Lamb was standing upon Mount Zion, and with him one hundred forty thousand, having his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads. Apocalypse 14:1.

Four things principally are to be noted here:

I. What is understood by that Lamb who was standing upon Mount Zion? II. What also is expressed by Mount Zion? III. What is figured by the one hundred forty thousand? IV. What is the name of the Lamb and of his Father which is seen to be written on their foreheads?

I.

On the first, note that by that Lamb whom John saw standing above Mount Zion, the Son of God himself is understood. For this is the Lamb whom Abel first offered, in figure of the Church, as is said in Genesis 4:4. For by Abel, who was a virgin, holy Church is figured; she, as the Apostle says to Ephesians 5:27, does not have the stain of impurity nor the wrinkle of oldness, being cleansed by the blood of the Son of God from every filth of crimes, and marvelously renewed from the oldness of sin.

Therefore holy virgin Church daily offers this Lamb; hence we sing Lamb of God, etc.

This is that Paschal Lamb whom once the sons of Israel were commanded to eat roasted, and with whose blood, being on the threshold, the lintel and both doorposts of the house were smeared. Behold the expressed figure of the cross; hence it is said in Exodus 12:5 and following: The lamb will be without blemish... You shall not eat anything of it raw, nor cooked in water, but only roasted with fire... For it is Phase, that is, the passage of the Lord... Also dip a bundle of hyssop in the blood which is on the threshold, and sprinkle from it the lintel and both doorposts... But when the Lord sees the blood on the lintel and on both doorposts, he will pass over the door of the house and will not permit the striker to enter your houses and harm them. The lamb without blemish is Jesus Christ, who was roasted by the most fervent fire of the Passion on the spit of the cross. But lest he slip down from the spit of the cross, he was fastened to the spit of the cross by hard nails. The sons of Israel, that is, good Christians who desire to pass over to God and to see him, ought to eat him with pious desire. They ought also to dip the bundle of hyssop, that is, humble remembrance, in the blood of the Son of God, and from it daily to mark the threshold, that is, any care concerning earthly things, and the lintel, that is, any thought concerning heavenly things, and both doorposts, that is, body and soul, lest the striker, that is, the devil, the adversary of all Christians, be able to strike or harm them. And note: if that typical blood was of such great power that that exterminating angel could not harm the house which was marked by that blood, of what great power do you think the true blood of the Son of God is?

This is the Lamb whom the Patriarchs and Prophets, with great sighs and long desires, asked to be sent forth by the Lord, crying thus, Isaiah 16:1: Send forth, O Lord, the Lamb, the ruler of the earth, from the rock of the desert to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. Therefore this lamb, namely the Son of God, ruler of the whole earth, asked for by the long desires of the Patriarchs and long promised by the voices of the Prophets, at last, when it was the time for mercy on it 1, came from the rock of the desert, that is, from the eminence of heaven, which was deserted by Lucifer and his companions when they fell from there on account of the arrogance of pride. He came, I say, to the mountain of the daughter of Zion, that is, he leapt down in the Annunciation into the virginal womb, because the Blessed Virgin is the mountain, that is, the firmness of the daughter of Zion, namely of the Church militant. For the whole Church is protected and fortified through the Blessed Virgin.

II.

On the second, note that by the mountain the Church triumphant is figured; for Zion is interpreted mirror, or something looked upon; and certainly in the Church triumphant there appears that mirror without stain of the eternal majesty of God, covered by no veil, into which the souls of the elect look forth, and which they also continually gaze upon with great and insatiable desire. For scarcely an hour or half hour in heaven is there silence from this desire and from the exultation resulting from this contemplation.

And note that that Church is not undeservedly called a mountain, on account of excellence and firmness. For it has grown beyond all that which previously troubled it; it is also firm on account of the eternity of blessedness.

III.

On the third, note that although by those one hundred forty-four thousand those blessed infants can be understood who were killed for the Lord through Herod's persecution, who perhaps were that many, or more, nevertheless by those one hundred forty-four thousand are also expressed all the elect who have already arrived at blessedness or will arrive. For the hundred is a perfect number, which is transferred from the left to the right. Also the forty is a number consisting from a fourfold ten, that is, from ten taken four times, which number is also perfect; through this it is suggested that those who desire to arrive at everlasting blessedness ought to keep the decalogue of the law, that is, the ten commandments of the Lord. They ought also, in the faith of the Holy Trinity, to preserve the three theological virtues, namely faith, hope, and charity, and the four cardinal virtues, namely prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude.

Nevertheless with heart, mouth, and work they ought seven times by day or by night to say praises to the Lord, for those seven punishments or benefits which he sustained or bestowed for us: at Matins, at Prime, at Terce, at Sext, at the hour of None, and at Vespers, and at Compline. Hence it is said in Psalm 117:164: Seven times in the day I have spoken praise to you, over the judgments of your justification. For all things which the Lord sustained or did at the aforesaid hours were judgments through which we were justified.

Besides, the elect ought, with the help of the sevenfold Spirit, through true contrition and pure confession, and also the execution of full satisfaction, to destroy those five horns of the dragon by which he strives to drive us to the transgression of the decalogue or ten commandments of God. Those also who desire to be of the fellowship of the Lamb ought to follow the doctrine of the four Evangelists, namely Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, which doctrine is necessary for all the things said above.

IV.

On the fourth, note that although that Lamb has many names, all of which ought to be inscribed on the foreheads of his elect, nevertheless for the present we will touch only six which are given to him in Isaiah 9:6, where it is read thus: A little child is born to us, and a son is given to us... and his name will be called wonderful, counselor, strong God, father of the future age, prince of peace. That little son, who has both been born and given to us, is that immaculate lamb, namely the son of God and of the Virgin, who has six names, which are these: Wonderful, counselor, God, strong, father of the future age, prince of peace.

For he was Wonderful in the taking up of our penalities. He was Counselor in sound and useful preaching. He was and is God in the pious reception of sinners. He was Strong in the Passion, in the breaking of limbo, and in the Resurrection. He was Father of the future age in the Ascension and in the sending of the Holy Spirit. He will be Prince of peace in the bestowal of eternal blessedness.

I. Therefore the first name of Christ is Wonderful. For he showed himself very wonderful in the nativity through the voluntary taking up of our penalities and manifold discomfort. If some rich and powerful king were to rise from his royal throne, and, having laid aside royal garments, put on a very rough sack, and cast himself down into a stable, could not his princes and barons, seeing this, deservedly say: "You are exceedingly wonderful, Lord, because thus like a most poor boy you lie in a stable upon a little hay, though you have a most beautiful palace, most delicately spread with soft cushions." Thus therefore our Lord was wonderful, whose name is wonderful in the whole earth 2. For on account of us he rose from the throne of the Father's bosom, and over the purple of his divinity he put on the sack of our flesh, and thus he went to lie in the Bethlehem stable.

That over the purple of his divinity he put on the haircloth sack of our flesh, he testifies in Psalm 68:12: I put on, he says, my garment as haircloth, and I was made to them into a parable. Expound this verse thus: I put on, that is, I appeared as if I had laid aside, my garment, that is, the beauty of divinity, supply, and I put on haircloth, flesh, on account of which I was made to them into a parable, namely to the Jews and unbelievers. That he also went to lie in a stable, a certain Responsory testifies, in which it is sung thus: "He is placed in a stable who contains the world; he lies in a manger and thunders in the clouds." Therefore the Lord, lying in the Bethlehem stable, sustained many discomforts for us, and from this he can be judged very wonderful by fools, because he chose discomforts before comforts. Hence Bernard says: "The Son of God, about to be born, in whose judgment it was to choose whatever he wished, Christ chose what is more troublesome, especially for a little child and the son of a poor mother, who scarcely had cloths for wrapping and a manger for reclining."

We also, dearest ones, ought to have the name of this wonderful one inscribed on our foreheads, namely so that, as he for us, so also we on account of him may choose and prefer discomforts to comforts. Hence Bernard says: "Christ, who is not deceived, chose what is more troublesome to the flesh. Therefore that is better, that more useful, that more to be chosen; and whoever teaches or persuades another thing must be guarded against as against a seducer." And note that those who have imitated this wonderful Jesus in the prior choice of discomfort will see him very wonderful in the showing of his majesty. Hence it is said in Psalm 67:36: God is wonderful in his Saints. Hence it is read in the book of Esther 15:17 that when Esther, that is, the happy soul, had entered to King Ahasuerus, that is, to God, and stood opposite the King, where he was sitting upon the throne of his kingdom, shining with royal garments and gold and precious stones, having received a kiss from the King, she said to him: You are very wonderful, Lord, and your face is full of graces.

II. The second name of Christ is Counselor. Concerning this counselor Job 12:13 says: With him is wisdom and fortitude; he has counsel and understanding. This is the counselor whom we ought to choose as one out of a thousand, as is said in Sirach 6:6: Let your counselor be one out of a thousand. And note that although the Lord, existing on earth, gave many useful counsels to men, nevertheless his first counsel was about doing penance. Hence Matthew 4:12 and 17: When Jesus had heard that John had been handed over..., from then he began to preach and to say: Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near. Note that he does not say, Receive penance, but do penance. This is against many who perhaps receive penance well from the confessor, but do not do it. "But penance, as the Gloss says, is named from punishing, by which each one punishes what he illicitly committed." "To repent also is, as Augustine says, to weep over things done before and not further commit things to be wept over."

Therefore because penance is hard and rough, lest we be frightened away from it on account of its bitterness, on account of this the Lord piously baits it like a certain sharp hook with sweet bait, namely the kingdom of heaven. Therefore approach, O sinner, approach confidently to this bait. For as long as you have the kingdom of heaven on the palate of your remembrance, you will not feel the sting of penance. Therefore the more and more someone has carried out his penance, the more the kingdom of heaven draws near to him. Also whenever anyone has delayed repenting, so much does he make the kingdom of heaven distant from himself. Therefore they act foolishly who delay doing their penance until the end of their life. For then they would willingly wish to enter the kingdom of heaven, but they will not be able, because they have not yet done their penance, and through this they have distanced the kingdom of God from themselves.

But because there are some who are saddened on account of this, that when they have done penance for some time, they are not immediately rewarded by the Lord with the kingdom of heaven promised to them, therefore Micah 4:9 says to any penitent: Why are you contracted by grief? Is the King not there, or has your counselor perished? As if he were saying: Do not be sad, O penitent; your counselor has in his own power the kingdom which he promised to you. Therefore if, on account of your good, he delays giving it to you for a time, be secure, because he does not take it away.

III. The third name of the little child Jesus is God, which is the same as good. Hence these two names, God and Good, are written with the same letters in our common tongue, namely Gott. This Christ Jesus also is said in Matthew 19:17: One is good, God. For God alone is good essentially; but men are good accidentally. Therefore Christ showed and presented himself as God, that is, as good, in the pious reception of sinners; this he also testifies through himself, Matthew 9:13: I have not come, he says, to call the just, but sinners 3. Hence also it is said in Luke 15:1 and 2: Publicans and sinners were drawing near to Jesus, so that they might hear him. And the Pharisees and Scribes were murmuring, saying: Because this man receives sinners and eats with them. Hence even now Jesus has his arms stretched out on the cross. As if he were saying: Come to me, all sinners who grieve over your sins, and I will receive you and embrace you. Hence also the psalmist admonishes us in Psalm 94:6: Come, let us adore and fall down, and let us weep before the Lord who made us, etc. We can also fear that if we now scorn to come, so that we may be received by his goodness, at last he will object to us in judgment, as is said in Proverbs 1:24 and following: I called, and you refused; I stretched out my hand, and there was none who looked. You despised all my counsel and neglected my rebukes. I too will laugh at your destruction and will mock when that which you feared has come upon you.

IV. The fourth name of Jesus is Strong.

1. But he was strong in the Passion; yet he showed his strength more by humbly suffering his sufferings than by defending himself from his enemies and crucifiers. Hence also when Peter, with sword drawn, wished to defend him according to his ability, Jesus said to him, according to what Matthew 26:52 and 53 says: Turn your sword into its place... or do you think that I cannot ask my Father, and he will now present to me more than twelve legions of Angels? Hence also it is said in two little verses:

The one bearing is stronger than the one striking; nor is it a beautiful thing for God to have done so much as to suffer wicked things.

We also, dearest ones, ought to have this strength of Christ inscribed on our foreheads, namely that we may triumph over any adversary through strong patience. Hence also it is said in Proverbs 16:32: The patient man is better than a strong man, and he who rules his own spirit is better than an attacker of cities.

2. He also showed himself strong in the breaking of limbo. For when, patiently sustaining all his sufferings, he had breathed out his spirit on the cross, immediately the soul of Christ with much power of divinity passed to the lower regions, so that from there he might snatch away the souls of the elect, long held there by the violent power of the devil. Therefore the powers of Tartarus, seeing the soul of Christ coming with such great strength of divinity, trembled and said: Who is this King of glory? To them the Angels who were with the soul of Christ answered: The Lord of virtues, he is the King of glory. The Lord, I say, of heavenly, earthly, and infernal powers 4.

3. He also showed himself strong in the Resurrection. For he rose from the sepulcher against the will of those armed soldiers who had been appointed to the guard of the sepulcher. Even if then all the Jews, not only those who were in Jerusalem, but those who were in the whole Jerusalemite kingdom from Dan even to Beersheba, had guarded the sepulcher of the Lord, still against the will of all of them he would have risen from death. Concerning the strength of his Resurrection it is said in Psalm 92:1: The Lord has reigned; he has put on beauty; the Lord has put on strength and girded himself with power.

V. The fifth name of Christ is Father of the future age. He showed himself to be Father of the future age in the Ascension; for through this, that, having left the world, he ascended into heaven, he demonstrated most clearly to all men that the kingdom was not of this world but in the future age. Hence also he said to Pilate, John 16:36: My kingdom is not of this world.

He also declared himself to be Father of the future age in the sending of the Holy Spirit. For the disciples, then receiving the Holy Spirit, were so inflamed and kindled with desire for supernal things that it was a joy to them to sustain insults and blows for him who had already gone before them to the things above. Hence it is read in Acts 5:41 that the Apostles, having been scourged, went rejoicing from the sight of the council, because they were held worthy to suffer insult for the name of Jesus.

We also, dearest ones, ought to have this name inscribed on our foreheads, namely so that we may desire the life of the future age with our whole desire; for there is the most dear Father and all good things. Hence also we pray daily: Our Father, who are in heaven, etc. Thy kingdom come. Therefore this petition which we bring forth with the mouth, we ought to carry out by good works. Hence also the Apostle says to Philippians 2:13 and 14: Forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching myself out toward the things which are before, I pursue toward the destination, toward the prize of the supernal calling of God in Christ Jesus. I pursue, that is, I follow perseveringly. We do the opposite: we forget the things above heaven, and with our whole mind gape after earthly things; and through this we plainly declare that we do not love the Father of the future age.

VI. The sixth name of Christ is Prince of peace. But he will declare himself to be Prince of peace in the general resurrection. For then whatever previously attacked or troubled the elect, he will remove all of it from the borders of the elect. Then all Jerusalem, that is, the congregation of the elect, will praise its God, because he has placed peace as its borders 5. For henceforth neither death, nor the devil, nor any evil man will be able to harm the elect of God. That death cannot harm further is testified by Isaiah 25:8: The Lord, he says, will cast down death forever. Therefore, when death has been cast down, from the holy mountain of God the elect of God will mock it and will say, according to what the Apostle says in 1 Corinthians 15:53: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? That also the devil cannot further harm the elect is testified by John in Apocalypse 12:10, where he says: I heard a great voice in heaven saying: Now salvation has been made, and virtue, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been cast forth, who accused them before the sight of our God day and night. He accused, that is, he labored to this, that he might render them accusable. No evil man also will henceforth be able to harm the elect; for all the reprobate will then go into eternal fire. Hence it is that Truth itself says, Matthew 25:41: Then the King will also say to those who will be at his left: Depart from me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.

We also, most beloved, ought to bear this name, namely Prince of peace, written above on our foreheads. Therefore, in order that we may be of the family of him who is Prince of peace, it is necessary that we harm no one either in heart, or mouth, or work; but, as much as is in us, we should have peace with all men. For God has called us in peace, he who is not the God of dissension but of peace, as is said in 1 Corinthians 14:33. Hence also the Apostle says at Romans 12:18: If it can be done, as far as it depends on you, having peace with all men. Hence also it is that in the nativity of Jesus Christ, who is Prince of peace, peace was announced by the Angels. Then also three Masses are said, and in each Mass the kiss of peace is given, so that through this it may be suggested that all who wish to be companions of the kingdom of God must preserve peace in heart, mouth, and work.

We ought also to bear the name of the Father of that special lamb written on our foreheads. The name of the Father is that concerning which it is read in Exodus 3:13 and 14, where, when the Lord had appeared to Moses on Mount Horeb and enjoined his embassy to the sons of Israel, Moses said: If they say to me: What is the name of him who appeared to you in the flame from the midst of the bush? what shall I say to them? The Lord answered: I am who am. As if he were saying: I am the one eternally rewarding friends, who am also the one punishing enemies forever. Therefore let us also have this name inscribed on our foreheads, namely so that with all desires we may seek eternal reward, and with our whole mind flee perpetual punishments.

May he deign to grant this to us, etc.
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Sermon VII. On Blessed Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

SERMON VII.

ON BLESSED AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR.

He who glories, let him glory in the Lord. 2 Corinthians 10:17 1.

Note that although the words set forth above can be read concerning any virgin, nevertheless more specially, so to speak, they are read concerning Blessed Agnes. For she gloried marvelously in the Lord, whom alone out of all she had chosen as spouse, commending him from five things, namely from the brightness of lineage, from every sort of power, from the beauty of appearance, from the sweetness of love, and from the goodness of every grace.

For when Blessed Agnes was loved by the son of the prefect of the city of Rome, and most precious ornaments were offered to her, and all the riches of the world were promised, she gave such a response to the young man: "Depart from me, tinder of sin, nourishment of crime, food of death; depart from me, because I have already been anticipated by another lover, who offered me sufficiently better ornaments, and who pledged me with the ring of his faith." Therefore I shall not be able even to look upon another lover, to the insult of the prior lover, who is loftier in nobility, stronger in power, more beautiful in appearance, sweeter in love, and more elegant in every grace. Behold the five things from which she commends her spouse, namely Jesus Christ, on account of which she gloried in him. And note that blessed Agnes still pursues these five by commending them:

1. For she commends the nobility of Christ where she says: "Whose mother is a virgin, whose father knows no woman." Christ is very noble, who was born from God the Father and from the Virgin Mother, who was a virgin before childbirth, and in childbirth, and after childbirth remained a virgin.

2. She shows the power of Christ where she says: "Whom Angels serve." He is very powerful, because he has not only men but also Angels as servants. For Angels praise his majesty, dominations adore it, powers tremble before it.

3. Agnes declares the comeliness or beauty of Christ where she adds: "Whose beauty the sun and moon marvel at." He is marvelously beautiful, who in beauty incomparably surpasses the sun and moon.

4. She suggests the sweetness of his love where she says: "When I have loved him, I am chaste; when I have touched him, I am clean; when I have received him, I am a virgin." Very sweet and holy is that love which neither defiles the heart, nor pollutes the body, nor even removes virginity or harms it in any way.

5. She also manifests the goodness of Christ's grace where she says: "He clothed me with a robe woven with gold and adorned me with immense necklaces; by him a bridal chamber has been placed for me, whose instruments resound to me with measured voices. Already I have received honey and milk from his mouth, and his blood has adorned my cheeks." Very good and commendable by every grace is Jesus Christ, who adorns his brides in the heavens with gold and necklaces, who places for them a delicate bridal chamber for resting, who delights their ears with instrumental voices, and who continually feeds and gives them drink with the honey of his divinity and the milk of his humanity. Therefore he who glories with Blessed Agnes and the other holy virgins, let him glory in such a Lord.

For the aforesaid words, namely He who glories, let him glory in the Lord, are not only expounded concerning immaculate virgins, but are also understood concerning any faithful of Christ.

Hence three things principally are to be noted here:

I. Who are those who can deservedly glory in the Lord? II. What are those things in which a faithful man ought to glory? III. What also are those things in which someone ought not to glory?

I.

On the first, note that three kinds of men can glory in the Lord. The first are those having a right heart. The second are those intimately loving Christ. The third are those simply doing all their works for the honor of the Lord.

1. Therefore the first, having a right heart, can glory in the Lord. Hence it is said in Psalm 31:11: Rejoice in the Lord and exult, you just, and glory, all you upright of heart. Note that those have a right heart who believe that God exists, and who assert that he is just, and who attribute to him the governing of all things. But those have a crooked, that is, distorted heart, who do not believe that God exists, or who proclaim that he is unjust, or who deny that he is governor of all things. Hence Augustine says on that place: And glory, all you upright of heart: "The crooked of heart, that is, the distorted, have three opinions. Either God does not exist; this the impious man says, to whom whatever happens to him outside his will is displeasing. Or God is unjust, to whom these things are pleasing and who does this. Or God does not govern human things, nor does he have care concerning all things." In these three opinions there is great impiety, either to deny God, or to say that he is unjust, or to take away from him the governing of things.

2. The second who can glory in the Lord are those who intimately love his Son. Hence it is said in Psalm 5:12 and 13: All who love your name will glory in you, because you will bless the just man. Note that the name of God the Father is the very Son of God, Jesus Christ. For as the person of a man is manifested and distinguished through his name, so also the Son of God, Jesus Christ, manifested God the Father to the world. Therefore he who in truth loves the name of the Lord, namely Jesus Christ, will then be able to glory in the Lord, when with that glorious blessing he will bless any just person: Come, blessed of my Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world 2.

3. The third who can glory in the Lord are those who do all their works for the honor of the Lord, as the Apostle admonishes us, 1 Corinthians 10:31: Whether you eat or drink, or do anything else, do all things unto the glory of God. Therefore those who do all their works for the glory of God can deservedly glory in the Lord. For the Lord will show them his glory, and will bless them in glory, and will clothe them with the stole of glory. For concerning any servant of Christ it is said in Sirach 45:3, 8 and 9: He showed him his glory..., and blessed him in glory..., and clothed him with the stole of glory.

II.

It must be seen in what things one should glory. And note that the Saints in this life glory especially in seven things; they glory, I say, that is, they rejoice in glorying. For first the Saints glory in true and highest knowledge. Secondly, in a good and pure conscience. Thirdly, in the effecting of good works. Fourthly, in the patience of tribulations. Fifthly, in the frequency of infirmities. Sixthly, in the honor of the divine cross. Seventhly, in the eminence of filial hope.

Therefore the first glory of the Saints is in true and highest knowledge. But true and highest knowledge is to know and recognize God. On account of this the Lord himself says, Jeremiah 9:23 and 24: Let not the strong man glory in his strength, and let not the rich man glory in his riches; but in this let him who glories glory, to know and recognize me. Therefore we ought to know the Lord by the understanding of faith, and we ought to recognize him through the inward affection of love, and thus we will be able to glory in him.

The second glory of the Saints is in a good and pure conscience. Hence the Apostle says, 2 Corinthians 1:12: Our glory is this, the testimony of our conscience. Paul also says to Hebrews 13:18: We trust, because we have a good conscience, willing to conduct ourselves well in all things. Hence also it is said in Psalm 44:14: All the glory of that daughter of the King is from within, namely in a pure and good conscience.

The third glory of the Saints is in the effecting of good works. Hence the Apostle says to Romans 15:17 and 18: I have glory in Christ Jesus toward God. For I do not dare to speak anything of those things which Christ does not effect through me... by word and deeds. Hence also the Apostle says to Galatians 6:4 and 5: Let each one prove his own work, and thus he will have glory only in himself and not in another. For each one will bear his own burden.

The fourth glory of the Saints is in the patience or endurance of tribulations. Hence the Apostle says to Romans 5:3 and following: We glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works patience, and patience proof, and proof hope; but hope does not confound. Truly it is fitting to glory in tribulations, because tribulation renders the voice of a Christian man able to be heard. Hence it is said in Psalm 119:1: To the Lord, when I was troubled, I cried, etc.

The fifth glory of the Saints is in the frequency of infirmities. Hence it is that the Apostle says, 2 Corinthians 11:30: If it is necessary to glory, I will glory in the things that are of my infirmity. Likewise he says, 2 Corinthians 12:9 and 10: I will gladly glory in my infirmities, so that the virtue of Christ may dwell in me. On account of which I am pleased with myself in my infirmities, in insults, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am powerful. It is read in the Lives of the Holy Fathers that there was a certain old man who was frequently sick. But it happened that one year he was not sick; he was gravely afflicted and wept, saying: "The Lord has abandoned me and does not visit me."

The sixth glory of the Saints is in the honor of the cross of Christ. Hence the Apostle says to Galatians 6:14: But far be it from me to glory, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. Note that it is not unworthy that we glory in the cross of Christ. "For the cross of Christ, as Augustine says, has now passed from places of punishments to the foreheads of Emperors." The same: "On the foreheads of kings the sign of the cross is more precious than the gem of a diadem." It is also read in the Tripartite History that Emperor Constantine ordered the sign of the holy cross always to be carried before him; he also marked the arms of his soldiers with the sign of the cross.

The seventh glory of the Saints, which results from the preceding glories, is the eminence of filial hope. Hence the Apostle says to Romans 5:2: We glory in the hope of the glory of the sons of God. But lest the hope of this glory be taken from a man, on account of this he ought also most gratefully to sustain bodily death itself. Hence the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 9:15: It is better for me rather to die than that anyone empty my glory. And note that the glory of the sons of God, concerning whose hope we ought to glory, is this: namely that we will contemplate God with face unveiled, and that from the brightness of virtues we will be transformed into the brightness of beatitudes. Hence the Apostle writes, 2 Corinthians 3:18: We all, with face unveiled, contemplating the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from brightness into brightness, as by the Spirit of the Lord.

III.

Thirdly, it must be known that one must not glory in seven things which are contrary to the aforesaid seven. For some glory in the vanity of worldly wisdom. Others glory in the foolishness of human praise. The third glory in the malignity of their works. The fourth glory in the instability of riches. The fifth glory in health and robust age. The sixth glory in shameful pleasure. The seventh glory in the brevity of present glory.

1. Against the first glory of the good, which comes from this, that they know and recognize God, the evil glory in the vanity of worldly wisdom. Against this the Lord himself speaks, Jeremiah 9:23 and 24: Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom... but in this let him who glories glory, to know and recognize me. Against the wisdom of this world Paul speaks, 1 Corinthians 3:19:
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Sermon VII. On Blessed Agnes, Conclusion

The wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. Paul also says, in 1 Corinthians 8:1: Knowledge puffs up, but charity builds up. On this place Augustine says: "Knowledge is to be preferred to knowledge. For it is better to know our weakness than the natures of things: for the mind is more praiseworthy to which its own weakness is known, than the one which, not having considered those things, searches out the paths of the stars, and the foundations of the earth, and the heights of the heavens."

2. Against the second glory of the good, which is in purity of conscience, the reprobate glory in the foolishness of human praise. Against this the Apostle says in 1 Corinthians 3:21: Let no one glory in men. And again, 1 Thessalonians 2:6: Nor seeking glory from men, neither from you nor from others. He seeks glory from men who desires to be praised by men. But it is foolish to reckon oneself good or beautiful on account of this, if he is called good or beautiful by men: for such a one glories not in the heart, but in the face, as the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 5:12: They who glory in face, not in heart.

3. Against the third glory of the good, which is in the effect of good works, the impious glory in malice and in iniquity: against them it is said in Psalm 51:3, 4 and 7: Why do you glory in malice, you who are powerful, etc. All day your tongue has devised injustice: like a sharp razor you have made deceit. It follows: Therefore God will destroy you unto the end, he will pluck you out, and he will remove you from your tabernacle, and your root from the land of the living. Behold what follows those who glory in malice and in iniquity. For when they have arrived at the end of this transitory life, they will be destroyed alike in body and in soul. For their body will be plucked out from the tabernacle of this earthly habitation, so that in the sepulcher it may be eaten by worms. But their root, that is, the soul through which the trunk of the body lived, will be sunk down from the land of the living into the region of perpetual death, so that there, without any pity, it may be afflicted by demons.

4. Against the fourth glory of the elect, which is in the variety of tribulations, the evil glory in the instability of riches. Against such persons it is said in Psalm 48:7, 11 and 12: They who trust in their own strength, and glory in the multitude of their riches. They will leave their riches to strangers, and their sepulchers will be their houses forever. Therefore it is foolish to glory in the multitude of riches, since it is necessary for men glorying in such things to leave their riches to strangers, and it must also be that infernal sepulchers are their houses forever. Hence it is read in Luke 16:22: But the rich man also died and was buried in hell. Hence Ecclesiasticus 10:34 says: He who glories in substance, let him fear poverty. But what poverty will he fear? Certainly the poverty of that rich man who, when Lazarus was troubled in poverty, himself feasted splendidly every day 1; but afterward he came to such poverty that he even asked for a drop of water for the cooling of his burning tongue, but could not obtain it.

5. Against the fifth glory of the good, which is in the frequency of infirmities, the evil glory in health of body and in robust age. Against this it is said in Proverbs 27:1: Do not glory in tomorrow, ignorant what the coming day may bring forth for you. Those glory in tomorrow who promise themselves a long and healthy life, and on account of this are proud and rejoice. And certainly on account of this foolish promise many have been damned. Hence it is said in Ecclesiasticus 29:24: A most wicked promise has destroyed many who love, supply, this transitory life 2. On account of this Ecclesiasticus 5:1 also says: Do not attend to unjust possessions, and do not say: Life is sufficient for me. There the Gloss says: "The cause of avarice is the promise of a long life."

6. Against the sixth glory of the just, which is in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the reprobate glory in foul and shameful pleasure. Of these Paul says to the Philippians 3:18 and 19: Many walk, whom I often told you of, and now also weeping I say it, enemies of the cross of Christ... whose God is the belly, and their glory is in their shame. Note that the enemies of the cross of Christ, on which and from which the virgin Son commended the virgin mother to the virgin disciple, are especially the lustful, whose God is the belly and the things that are beneath the belly: for their glory is in shame, that is, they glory in such things over which they rather ought to be ashamed and grieve. And certainly the end of these persons, unless they have sharply done penance, is everlasting destruction. Of such persons it is also said in Psalm 96:7: Let all be confounded who adore carved images, and who glory in their own images. The images of the lustful are the foul bodies of women, which they love more than the Crucified One who suffered for them on the cross: and on account of this without doubt they will be confounded with everlasting disgrace.

7. Against the seventh glory of the Saints, which is in the hope of the glory of the sons of God, the reprobate glory in the brevity of present glory. Against this it is said in Ecclesiasticus 11:4: Do not glory ever in clothing, nor be exalted in the day of your honor. There the Gloss says: "One must not be proud in worldly honors, because the world and its concupiscence pass away." Hence it is said in Isaiah 40:6 and 7: The voice of one saying? Cry out. And I said: What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all its glory as the flower of the field. The grass has dried up, and the flower has fallen, because the Spirit of the Lord has breathed upon it. Therefore they act foolishly who, on account of the pompous adornment of garments and on account of the momentary flower of this age, renounce the hope of the eternal glory of the sons of God.

Pray therefore, etc.

Notes
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Sermon VIII. On the Same Feast of Saint Agnes

SERMON VIII.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF SAINT AGNES.

Arise, make haste, my friend, my dove, my beautiful one, and come. Canticles 2:10.

For these words can well and fittingly be expounded of any virgin, and specially of Saint Agnes. Hence six things chiefly are to be noted here:

I. Why Blessed Agnes is commanded by the Lord to arise? II. Why she is also admonished to make haste? III. For what cause she is called a friend? IV. Why she is named a dove? V. Why she is also called beautiful? VI. On account of what she is invited to come?

I.

On the first, note that Blessed Agnes is commanded to arise for the defense of the faith. Certainly she did not arise to play, but rather to defend the faith of the Lord in words and deeds, as an outstanding female warrior. Indeed she arose and steadfastly set the shield of her tender body against all enemies of the faith, for the faith of the Lord to be defended. It is also necessary for us to arise daily, that is, to make progress in faith and in the other virtues. Hence Jerome says: "The mind must be restored by daily and creeping increases of virtues. For so long shall we not slip back, as long as we press on to what is before; but when we have begun to stand still, we descend: and our not going forward is already to go back." Certainly if your plant which you planted in your garden did not rise, you would grieve: so also Christ wills that you make progress from virtue into virtue.

II.

On the second, note that it is said to Blessed Agnes by the Lord that she should make haste through the suffering of martyrdom: hence she made haste, because, as is read of her, in the thirteenth year of her age she underwent death and found life. What therefore are we bearded men, who are so sluggish, like asses in the work of the Lord: what, I say, are we going to say in our excuse on the day of judgment, when we shall see that young girl beating the timbrel, that tender girl, to have offered her most tender body bravely to fire, to sword, and to diverse torments? when we shall see that delicate girl to have run steadfastly and eagerly on the rough road of the Lord? Assuredly that virgin, a woman of manly courage, will arise in judgment with effeminate men and will condemn them.

III.

On the third, note that Blessed Agnes is called the friend of the Lord for three things, namely because of firmness of faith, because of super-fervent charity, and because of humility pleasing to God.

1. First therefore Saint Agnes was the friend of the Lord because of faithful firmness of faith. Hence she herself says: "To him alone I keep faith; to him I commit myself with whole devotion." Likewise she says: "He placed a sign on my face, that I might love no one besides him." For she, betrothed by faith and pledged by the ring of the Lord's Passion, preserved the faith of the marriage-bed inviolate, deeming it unworthy to admit an adulterer. Hence the Lord also, conversely, now makes her lie most quietly in his embraces, as his faithful bride, nor does he allow her to be awakened until she herself wishes.

2. Secondly she is called the friend of the Lord because of super-fervent charity. Hence she herself said: "I love Christ, into whose chamber I have entered." I have entered, I say, through the fervor of charity carrying me there. She also says to the Lord: "Behold I come to you, whom I have loved, whom I have sought, whom I have always desired." Hence it is said that she was the friend of the Lord through super-fervent charity: because that which boils, as you know, by a certain vehemence of heat and burning is thrown outside itself and lifted above itself; and without doubt she, because of the excessive heat of charity and desire, was thrown outside herself and above herself, namely always despising herself and wholly passing over into him, so that she might be one with him.

3. Thirdly Blessed Agnes is called the friend of God through humility pleasing to God. For knowing that the proud are hateful to God, she strove to please the Most High in humility. Hence also it is read that Esther, when she had collapsed, pleased the eyes of King Ahasuerus: in this it is given to be understood that when a person casts himself down through humility, then before the eyes of the Lord he obtains the dignity of grace. Hence Ecclesiasticus 3:20 and 21 says: As great as you are, humble yourself in all things, and before God you will find grace: because the great power of God alone is honored by the humble.

IV.

On the fourth, note that Blessed Agnes is called a dove because of tranquility of greatness. This is that prudent dove who strongly repelled and drove away from herself the raven of perfidy, that is, the son of the prefect who wished to blacken her with his shamelessness, saying thus: "Depart from me, food of death, nourishment of crime: depart from me, because I have already been anticipated by another lover." Yet she did not forget the meekness implanted in herself, because afterward she raised back to life that same son of the prefect, suffocated by the devil on account of his shamelessness. Ecclesiasticus 3:19 invites us to the spirit of meekness, saying thus: Son, complete your works in meekness, and you will be loved above the glory of men.

V.

On the fifth, note that Blessed Agnes is called beautiful through white virginity. Hence also when she had been stripped of her garments, in testimony of her white virginity a most white stole was sent to her by the Lord, so that by it she might cover her body. Therefore through the beauty of virginity, Blessed Agnes is compared to topaz, which he placed in the stricture of the heavenly Jerusalem. For the Gloss says on the Apocalypse that "topaz is a most beautiful stone, which singularly provokes those looking on it into the sight of itself; and nothing is dearer than it among the riches of kings."

And truly virginity singularly provokes those looking on it into the sight of itself. For white virginity is dear to the inhabitants of paradise. Hence the Lord himself says to any virgin, Canticles 2:14: Show me your face... for your face is comely. For nothing is dearer than virginity among the riches of the Kings of the kingdom of heaven, namely the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Hence Ecclesiasticus 26:20 says: Every weighing is not worthy of a continent soul. Hence also the vow of continence does not receive dispensation, because it has no recompense.

VI.

On the sixth, note that Blessed Agnes was invited to come on account of four things: "Come," says the Lord, "that you may gaze on my humanity with face unveiled." Likewise: "Come, that, dressed in royal garments, you may be crowned." "Come also, that you may be consoled with the kiss of my mouth." Likewise: "Come, that in the banquet of my divinity you may always feast."

1. First therefore Blessed Agnes came to the Lord on account of this, that she might gaze upon his most beautiful humanity. And truly his humanity is most beautiful. For the Sun and the Moon marvel at his beauty, as Agnes herself testifies. Without doubt this Blessed one does not cover her face at the sight of Christ, as Rebecca, having seen Isaac her earthly bridegroom, veiled her face: this virgin would not do this gladly; certainly not for the whole world. O how blessed are the eyes that, not by evening vision, but by midday and most clear vision, merit to see his face in jubilation! Whose? His: certainly his, who is the brightness of eternal light and the mirror without stain of the majesty of God 1, and who gladdens those looking upon himself with joy with his countenance 2.

2. Secondly Blessed Agnes came so that, dressed in royal garments, she might be crowned. Hence she herself says exulting: The Lord clothed me with garments of salvation and surrounded me with the garment of justice, as a bridegroom adorned with a crown 3. This is that queen who, in gilded clothing, surrounded with variety, now stands at the right hand of the eternal King 4. This assuredly is she who, as is read in Exodus 30, as truly existing as an altar of incense and a table of proposition, has been crowned with a double aureole, as a martyr and a virgin; she also, in the choir of the heavenly palace, bearing a garland of rose and lily, among the maidens of Sion and the daughters of Jerusalem, singing a special canticle, follows the Lamb wherever he will go 5. Hence it is that after her death she was seen by her parents to walk beside a most beautiful lamb with a beautiful multitude of virgins: and then she said these words: "Rejoice with me and congratulate me, because with all these I have received shining seats."

3. Thirdly Blessed Agnes came so that the Son of God might kiss her with the kiss of his mouth. Hence she herself says: "Honey and milk I have received from his mouth." Behold, she had already come to the kiss. This is that true Esther, as one exalted by glory among peoples, whom King Ahasuerus, that is, that blessed God, kisses without ceasing.

And note that not only holy Virgins, but also all the elect will come to the kiss of Jesus Christ. Hence it is said in Genesis 45:15: Joseph kissed all his brothers. By Joseph, whom Pharaoh called Savior of the world, Jesus Christ is truly understood: for he most truly is Savior of the world. But his brothers are all the elect, whom he will all receive to his kiss: hence Dionysius says: "Kind Jesus wholly comes beforehand to those coming to him, and runs before them, and wholly kisses them wholly." Behold a marvelous and notable word, namely that he wholly kisses the elect wholly.

4. The fourth cause why Blessed Agnes was commanded to come was so that she might feast in the banquet of divinity. Hence now she can sing securely: "Behold, what I desired, I now see; what I hoped for, I now hold: in heaven I am joined to him whom, while placed on earth, I loved with whole devotion." If she is joined to the Lord, therefore she enjoys him. O how happy is this virgin, who with those blessed Angels, who enjoy and do not grow weary, who thirst the more for that which they enjoy, enjoys without weariness that highest sweetness of divinity. And note that that joy with which the elect will enjoy the Lord is most sufficient. Hence Augustine says: "With full heart, full mind, full soul, the whole man full, joy will still remain beyond measure."

Therefore pray, dearest ones, to the Lord, that in the present we may so follow the footsteps of Blessed Agnes, that in the future we may merit to enjoy super-heavenly joy with her. May he deign to grant this to us, etc.
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Sermon IX. On the Conversion of Blessed Paul, Opening

SERMON IX.

ON THE CONVERSION OF BLESSED PAUL.

He is a vessel of election for me, that he may carry my name before gentiles, and kings, and the sons of Israel. Acts 9:15.

Two things chiefly are to be noted here:

I. Why Blessed Paul is called by the Lord a vessel of election? II. What is figured by Gentiles, and Kings, and the sons of Israel?

I.

On the first, note that Blessed Paul is called a vessel of election by the Lord for this reason, because he is very choice-worthy and commendable for six causes.

I. For he is commended from the dignity of the material. II. From the nobility of adornment. III. From capacious depth. IV. From constant purity. V. From solid firmness. VI. From manifold usefulness.

I. Therefore Blessed Paul is called a vessel of election because of the dignity of the material. And certainly gold surpasses every metal in dignity. But he was a golden vessel. Hence it is read in Ecclesiasticus 50:1 and 10: Simon the great priest..., as a solid vessel of gold, adorned with every precious stone. Simon is interpreted obedient, and very well signifies Blessed Paul, who in the first instant of his visitation was made obedient to Jesus Christ. Hence when he was lying prostrate on the earth, he said to the Lord: Lord, what do you wish me to do 1? The Gloss: "Indicate your will, and I shall obey."

The great Priest is also fittingly applied to him, because as soon as he was visited by the Lord, he offered to Christ not some beast outside himself, but his very self. For during the whole three days of his conversion he neither ate nor drank, but prayed. Therefore he offered his body to the Lord by abstaining from foods and drinks; but he sacrificed his soul to Christ by persisting in prayers. Hence it is read, Acts 9:9 and 11: He was three days not seeing, and he did not eat nor drink. The Lord also said to Ananias: Arise and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas Saul by name, of Tarsus: for behold, he prays.

Therefore Blessed Paul was the obedient Priest of the Lord, as a solid vessel of gold. For he who before had been as iron, that is, cruel and impious, afterward, changed by divine operation into another man, was made as golden, that is, meek and good. For gold is more tempered and nobler than every metal, and for this reason it designates meekness and goodness, which is connatural to God. For the nature of God is goodness: for it is God's own proper thing always to have mercy and to spare.

But that Paul was iron, that is, cruel and impious, is shown in Acts 9:13 and 14, where Ananias says to the Lord: Lord, I have heard from many of this man, how many evils he has done to your saints in Jerusalem: and here he has power from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name. But that he was changed into gold, that is, was made meek and good, is plainly evident through this, that Ananias says to him: Saul, brother, the Lord Jesus has sent me, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit 2. Through this, that he is called brother and is said to be about to be filled with the Holy Spirit, it is manifestly proved that he was already meek and good, as a brother filled with the Holy Spirit: for golden goodness and kindness are attributed to the Holy Spirit, as is said at Galatians 5:22.

Therefore the Apostle Paul was golden through meek goodness, whence it is said in 2 Corinthians 8:21: We provide good things not only before God, but also before all men. He himself also invites us to this, that we may be good, at Romans 12:9 and 17: Hating evil, adhering to good... providing good things not only before God, but also before all men. Providing, that is, acting providently. But in what chief goodness consists, he shows in the same place 3, saying thus: Bless those who persecute you: bless and do not curse... If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he thirsts, give him drink. Note, he says twice: Bless. As if he were saying: Bless in heart, and bless in mouth. Behold in what chief goodness consists, namely that we bless our enemies in heart and mouth, and provide and give to them food and drink when they are in need.

II. That vessel is commended from the nobility of adornment. For it was adorned with every precious stone. Therefore, so that we may be silent about many other precious stones, it was adorned with at least twice six precious stones, with which also once in the law the rational of the High Priest existed adorned, as is read in Exodus 38:17 and following. Therefore the first stone was Jasper. The second, Sapphire. The third, Sardius. The fourth, Topaz. The fifth, Carbuncle. The sixth, Chrysolite. The seventh, Emerald. The eighth, Amethyst. The ninth, Ligure. The tenth, Beryl. The eleventh, Agate. The twelfth, Onyx. By Jasper the strength of faith is noted. By Sapphire the height of hope. By Sardius the memory of the Lord's Passion. By Topazion conformity of good preservation. By Carbuncle the brightness of wisdom. By Chrysolite truth of heart and tongue. By Emerald green humility. By Amethyst honorable sobriety. By Ligure sweet consolation. By Beryl burning rebuke. By Agate strong obedience. By Onyx joyful perseverance.

1. Therefore the first precious stone with which this vessel of election was adorned was Jasper, by which strength of faith is understood. For it is read of Jasper that it makes a man safe, fear having been put away; it also resists all evil arts and incantations. So also the faithful who believe in Christ do not perish, but will have eternal life. Faith is also as a certain noble shield, which extinguishes all the darts of the most wicked enemy, as is said at Ephesians 6:16.

Therefore Saint Paul was adorned with faith: hence he says to the Galatians 2:16 and 20: Knowing that man is not justified..., except through the faith of Jesus Christ... But that I now live in the flesh, I live in the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.

He also exhorts us, that we should stand strongly in faith against the devil. On account of which he says, 1 Corinthians 16:13 and 14: Watch, stand in faith, act manfully, and be strengthened in the Lord: let all your things be done in charity. He also says at Hebrews 11:6: Without faith it is impossible to please God. And because it is impossible that anyone please God without faith, therefore he writes, 2 Corinthians 13:5: If you are in the faith, prove yourselves.

2. The second stone belonging to the adornment of that vessel was Sapphire, by which the height of hope is noted. For just as Sapphire has a color similar to heaven, and just as in it a certain star shines red, through which its power is known; besides this, Sapphire enlivens the limbs of a man and cools interior heat: so also hope desires those things which are above in heaven, and illustrates the heart with a certain sweet and bright affection; hope also lightens weak limbs for labor, and cools every inward heat of tribulations.

But that Blessed Paul was adorned with the gem of hope, he testifies at Romans 5:2: We glory, he says, in the hope of the glory of the sons of God. Likewise he says, 1 Corinthians 15:19: If in this life only we are hoping in Christ, we are more miserable than all men. Likewise he says, 1 Timothy 6:17: Command the rich of this age not to be high-minded, nor to hope in the uncertainty of riches, but in the living God, who grants us all things abundantly for enjoyment.

3. The third stone in the adornment of that vessel was Sardius, by which the memory of the Lord's Passion is expressed. For Sardius has a red color: so in the Passion our Lord Jesus Christ was made red. Hence when he was ascending into heaven, certain Angels meeting him said to him, as Isaiah 63:2 and 3 says: Why is your garment red, and your garments like those of men treading in a winepress? To whom the Lord answered: I have trodden the winepress alone. There the Gloss says: "I suffered the Cross and all torments, in which I was pressed as in a press, so that even blood was poured out." Besides, in the presence of Sardius, onyx cannot do harm: that stone, as is said, multiplies quarrels and advances men toward disputes. So also the Passion of the Lord, effectively brought back to memory, dissolves all quarrels and restrains men from disputes: for the Lord in the Passion, like a meek lamb, was silent before the one shearing him, and did not open his mouth 4.

But that Blessed Paul was always mindful, indeed an imitator, of the Lord's Passion, he indicates at Galatians 2:19 and 20: I am fixed with Christ to the cross. But I live, now not I: truly Christ lives in me. Likewise, at Galatians 6:14 and 17: But far be it from me to glory, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world... For I bear the marks of the Lord Jesus in my body.

He also exhorts us to suffer with Christ and for Christ. Hence he says at Philippians 1:29: Because it has been given to you for Christ, that you should not only believe in him, but also suffer for him. He also says to the Philippians: Feel this in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus..., who humbled himself, made obedient even unto death, even the death of the cross 5.

4. The fourth precious stone in the ornament of this vessel was Topaz, by which conformity of good preservation is signified. For Topaz, as the Gloss says on Exodus, "is a most precious stone, and is of all colors, and especially of golden color"; hence Topaz is called as if topadion, that is, of all colors. It is also said to be of much value to those suffering a flow of blood.

So also Blessed Paul by conformity of good life conformed himself to all, so that he might gain all and free them from the uncleanness of the bloody flow, that is, of crimes. Hence he says, 1 Corinthians 9:19, 20 and 22: Since I was free from all, I made myself the servant of all, that I might gain more. And I became to the Jews as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews... I became weak to the weak, that I might gain the weak. I became all things to all, that I might make all saved.

He himself also admonishes us that, in imitation of himself, we should conform ourselves to any man through good preservation: for he says, 1 Corinthians 10:32 and 33: Be without offense to Jews, and Gentiles, and the Church of God. As I also please all men in all things, not seeking what is useful to me, but what is useful to many, that they may be saved. Gloss: "This is to please all through all things without scandal, to do something for each one for the advancement of others, so that it may be useful both to them and to this one."

5. The fifth stone with which that excellent vessel was adorned was Carbuncle, by which brightness of wisdom is figured. For just as Carbuncle shines in darkness and illuminates the things existing around itself, so also Blessed Paul, through wisdom divinely inspired into him, illuminated the darkness of this world. Hence also it is sung of him: "O glorious light of all Churches, more splendid than the sun, O truly Apostolic star of the Most High, Saint Paul, who pours the splendid sun of the Church among the Gentiles." It is also read in the Collect: "O God, who taught the whole world by the preaching of Blessed Paul the Apostle."

But that he was marked with marvelous wisdom, he testifies about himself, 1 Corinthians 2:6 and 7: We speak wisdom among the perfect: but wisdom not of this age, nor of the princes of this age, who are destroyed; but we speak the wisdom of God. But Paul had received his wisdom from above, whence he says at Galatians 1:11 and 12: I make known to you, brothers, the Gospel which was evangelized by me, that it is not according to man: for neither did I receive it from man, nor did I learn it, but through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

He also invites us, fleeing the wisdom of the flesh, to imitate the prudence of the spirit. Hence he says at Romans 8:5 and following: Those who are according to the flesh savor the things that are of the flesh; but those who are according to the Spirit feel the things that are of the Spirit. For the prudence of the flesh is death; but the prudence of the Spirit is life and peace. Because the wisdom of the flesh is hostile to God... Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. He also says at Romans 16:19: I wish you to be wise in good and simple in evil. Likewise, at Colossians 4:5 and 6: Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be in grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

6. The sixth stone adorning that glorious vessel was Chrysolite, by which truth of heart and tongue is figured. For Chrysolite, as is read, is similar to gold in color; whoever carries it fixed in gold upon himself, it renders him safe from nightly fear. Since therefore by gold, which is the best metal, God himself is understood, who is not doubted to be best: without doubt truth through all things exists similar to God, because God is true, as the Apostle says at Romans 3:4. The Son of God himself asserts himself to be the truth, John 14:6: I am truth. As also Chrysolite fixed in gold renders the one carrying it safe from nightly fear, so also the truth of a man persevering immovably in the Lord protects and guards that same man from demons walking about in darkness. Hence it is said in Psalm 90:5: His truth will surround you with a shield: you will not fear from nightly fear.

But that Blessed Paul was adorned with truth, he testifies in 2 Corinthians 11:10: The truth of Christ is in me, because this glorying will not be broken in me in the regions of Achaia. Likewise, 2 Corinthians 7:14: We have spoken all things to you in truth. Likewise he writes, 1 Timothy 2:7: I am a preacher and Apostle (I speak the truth, I do not lie), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

He also admonishes us that we should always speak truth, at Ephesians 4:25: Putting away lying, speak truth each one with his neighbor, because we are members one of another. As if he were saying: Speak truth, because it is very unfitting that one member deceive another through falsehood.

7. The seventh stone pertaining to the adornment of that vessel was Emerald, by which green humility is signified. For Emerald holds the chief place of all green gems; it is also reported to heal falling sicknesses wonderfully. So also a humble man is like a tree which is transplanted over waters, whose leaf will be green, and in time of drought it will not be anxious, nor will it ever cease to make fruit, as is said in Jeremiah 17:8. Humility also heals against the falling sickness, that is, the plague of pride. Everyone who exalts himself in the present will be humbled, that is, will fall; and he who humbles himself will be exalted in the future 6.

But that Blessed Paul was humble, his very name declares. For Paulus in Hebrew sounds in Latin as small. Hence he himself, indicating his humility, writes, 1 Corinthians 15:9: I am the least of the Apostles, who am not worthy to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God. He also says, 1 Timothy 1:15: A faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance: That Christ Jesus came into this world to make sinners saved, of whom I am first. Gloss, that is, worse.

He also invites us to humility at Philippians 2:3: Do nothing, he says, through contention, nor through vain glory: but in humility judging one another superior to yourselves. Augustine: "Let us truly think that there can be something hidden in another, by which he may be superior to us: even if our good, by which we seem to be superior to him, is not hidden."

8. The eighth stone adorning this noble vessel was Amethyst, by which honorable sobriety is very well figured. For Amethyst is read to be contrary to drunkenness; besides, it can easily be carved. So also sobriety strikes down drunkenness. The sober man is also still apt to receive carving, that is, teaching.

But that Paul was adorned with sobriety, 2 Timothy 1:7 shows: God gave us a spirit of sobriety. He also says in Acts 26:25: I speak words of truth and sobriety. He also admonishes us that we be sober, 1 Thessalonians 5:6, 7 and 8: Let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night; and those who are drunk, are drunk at night. But we, who are of the day, let us be sober. He also says, 1 Corinthians 5:11: He who is drunk... with such a one do not even take food. Or 1 Corinthians 6:10: The drunkards will not possess the kingdom of God.

9. The ninth stone in the adornment of this vessel was Ligure, by which sweet consolation is demonstrated. For it is read that Ligure restores color to the discolored and wonderfully mitigates all pains of the stomach. So also sweet and pious consolation restores the color of beauty to those discolored through despair, and softens and mitigates all painful disturbances of the heart. Hence it is that Luke says of Paul, Acts 27:20, 22 and following: With neither sun nor stars appearing for many days, and no slight tempest threatening, every hope of our salvation had already been taken away, etc. Paul, standing in their midst, said: I advise you to be of good courage: for there will be loss of no one's soul among you, except of the ship... On account of which I ask you to take food for your health: because a hair of the head of none of you will perish. And when he had said these things, taking bread, he gave thanks to God in the sight of all; and when he had broken it, he began to eat. But all, having become more composed, also took food 7. More composed, Gloss, "by the word of exhortation and by the example of the work."

Therefore Blessed Paul was adorned with the gem of pious consolation, passive and active. Hence he says, 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4 and 5: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ..., who consoles us in all our tribulation, so that we ourselves also may be able to console those who are in every distress... Since as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so also through Christ our consolation abounds. Likewise, 2 Corinthians 6:4: I have been filled with consolation; I abound exceedingly with joy in all our tribulation.

He also admonishes us that we console one another, 1 Thessalonians 4:13 and 14: We do not wish you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who sleep, so that you may not be saddened like the rest who do not have hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also God will bring with him those who have slept through Jesus. And below: Therefore console one another in these words 8. Likewise he invites Prelates to the consolation of subjects, 1 Thessalonians 5:14: We ask you, brothers, Gloss: "Prelates": Rebuke the restless, console the faint-hearted, receive the weak, be patient toward all. Hence also it is said, Acts 15:32: They consoled the brothers and confirmed them. The same Paul shows in 1 Thessalonians 2:11 and 12 how paternally he consoled those believing in Christ. Hence he says: You know how each one of you (as a father his own sons), begging you and consoling you, we testified that you should walk worthily of God, who has called you into his kingdom and glory.

10. The tenth stone existing in the adornment of this vessel was Beryl, by which burning rebuke can be figured. For Beryl burns the right hand of the one holding it, if it is rubbed. The water also in which it has lain is narrated to help the eyes effectively. So also rebuke burning with holy zeal kindles the cold and sluggish, and illuminates eyes dulled by the blindness of ignorance.
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Sermon IX. On the Conversion of Blessed Paul, Conclusion

Blessed Paul showed himself adorned with this stone, harshly rebuking the Galatians, who wished to Judaize, chapter 3:1: O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you not to obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ has been set forth, crucified among you? He also harshly corrected a certain magician, who was called Barieu or Elymas, because he was seeking to turn the proconsul Sergius Paulus, who was at Paphos, away from the faith, saying thus, Acts 13:10 and 11: O full of all deceit and all fallacy, son of the devil, enemy of all justice, you do not cease to overturn the right ways of the Lord. And now behold the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind, not seeing the sun for a time. And immediately there fell upon him mist and darkness, and going about he sought someone who would give him a hand.

He himself also writes to Prelates that they should correct the restless, saying thus in 2 Timothy 4:2: Preach the word; insist opportunely and importunely: argue, beseech, rebuke in all patience and doctrine. Likewise, in the epistle to Titus 1:10, 11, 13: There are many disobedient, vain-talkers and seducers..., whom it is necessary to rebuke, who overturn whole houses, teaching what they ought not, for the sake of foul gain... For which cause rebuke them sharply.

11. The eleventh stone in this vessel of election was Agate, by which strong obedience is denoted. For Agate has a black color, and is girded with certain white branches. So also the truly obedient one is black, that is, despised in his own eyes, and permits himself to be girded by the white circles of precepts. Agate also is of much use against poison, and especially against that of a viper. So also true obedience protects a man with strong defense against the inciting or inflammatory poison of pride. The eagle also has the aforesaid stone in its nest, for guarding its young. So also through true obedience we ought to guard the young of our works from the bite of the infernal serpent. For against one truly obedient the enemy prevails in nothing.

Therefore Paul was adorned immediately in the first instant of his conversion with the gem of strong obedience. Hence he also said to Jesus: Lord, what do you wish me to do 1? As if he were saying: I am ready to obey you in all things whatever you command. Saint Bernard: "O word brief, but full, but living, but effective, but worthy of all acceptance. How few are found in this form of perfect obedience, who have so cast away their own will that not what they themselves wish, but what the Lord wishes, they seek at every hour!"

Blessed Paul also, indicating this to all, says at Philippians 2:8 that Jesus Christ humbled himself, made obedient even unto death, even the death of the cross. He admonishes each person to obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Hence he says, 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9 and 10: Jesus giving vengeance in the flame of fire to those... who do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. They will pay eternal penalties in destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his power, when he will have come to be glorified in his Saints and to be made wonderful in all who have believed. He also exhorts wives to obey husbands, children parents, servants masters, and says at Colossians 3:18: Women, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting, in the Lord. Gloss: "not against the Lord." Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is pleasing in the Lord... Servants, obey in all things your bodily masters, not serving to the eye, as pleasing men, but in simplicity of heart, fearing God... Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the recompense of inheritance 2. What, conversely, husbands are bound to show to wives, parents to children, and masters to servants, he declares at Colossians 3:19 and 21: Husbands, love your wives, and do not be bitter toward them... Fathers, do not provoke your children to indignation. In the same place 4:1: Masters, give to servants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Lord in heaven.

12. The twelfth stone with which that vessel was adorned was Onyx, by which joyful perseverance is given to be understood. For Onyx has a mixed color in itself, after the manner of a human nail. Therefore because the nail is the extremity of the body, not undeservedly final perseverance is figured by Onyx. Onyx also, as is read, hung from the neck or carried on the finger, takes away sadness. So also one who has joyfully persevered in good is never troubled by the sadness of faint-heartedness.

But that Paul was adorned with the gem of perseverance, he shows at Philippians 3:13 and 14, where he says: Forgetting the things that are behind, but stretching myself out toward those things that are before, I pursue toward the destination, toward the prize of the supernal calling of God in Christ Jesus. He pursues, that is, he follows perseveringly. Hence he also speaks, 2 Timothy 4:7 and 8: I have fought the good fight, I have completed the course, I have kept the faith. For the rest there has been laid up for me the crown of justice, which the Lord, the just judge, will render to me on that day.

He himself also invites us to joyful perseverance, at Hebrews 12:3 and 7: Think again upon him who sustained such contradiction from sinners against himself... Persevere in discipline. God offers himself to you as to sons.

III. That vessel is commended from breadth and depth. For it was wonderfully broad and deep through large and high charity, by which, desiring the salvation of all, he extended himself to all men. Hence he says, 2 Corinthians 6:11: Our mouth is open to you, O Corinthians; our heart has been enlarged. Likewise he says, 2 Corinthians 12:14 and 15: I do not seek the things that are yours, but you... But I myself will most gladly spend and be spent over and above for your souls. Likewise he says, Philippians 1:8: God is my witness, how I long for all of you in the bowels of Jesus Christ. Likewise, 1 Thessalonians 2:7 and 8: As if a nurse should cherish her own sons. So, desiring you, we eagerly wished to hand over to you not only the Gospel of God, but even our souls, because you had been made most dear to us.

He himself also admonishes us to be enlarged toward one another through true charity. On account of which he says, 2 Corinthians 6:13: I speak as to sons: be enlarged also yourselves. Likewise, Romans 13:8: Owe nothing to anyone, except that you love one another.

IV. That vessel is worthy to be commended from constant purity. For Blessed Paul was never stained through lust, but continuously preserved the integrity of virginity inviolate. Hence also, as a testimony of his virginity, when he was beheaded, milk came out from his neck before blood. Therefore because he was a virgin, he wished and counseled that all should be such as he himself was. Hence he says, 1 Corinthians 7:7: I wish all of you to be as myself. Gloss: "namely continent." Likewise, in the same chapter: Concerning virgins I do not have a commandment of the Lord, but I give counsel 3, Gloss: "inspired to me by the Holy Spirit." On this place Augustine says: "Virginity passes beyond the condition of human nature, through which men are assimilated to Angels: yet the victory of virgins is greater than that of Angels. For Angels live without flesh, but virgins triumph in flesh."

Therefore because Blessed Paul was a clean and holy vessel, he invites all to sanctification and cleanness, 1 Thessalonians 4:3 and following: This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication; that each one of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in the passion of desire, as also the Gentiles who do not know God... For God has not called us into uncleanness, but into sanctification.

V. That vessel is commended from solid firmness. For it was very solid and firm, since it could not be broken by scourges, nor rods, nor stones, nor the batterings of waters, nor even by any other violent instruments. For it is read in 2 Corinthians 11 that he was scourged five times by the Jews, so that each time he received forty blows, less one, which was taken away from him as if for mercy. He was also beaten with rods three times by the Gentiles, was stoned once, suffered shipwreck three times. Besides these things he often sustained many labors and hardships, many vigils also, much hunger and thirst, many fasts, much cold and rain, nakedness, and many other tribulations; and yet he could not be broken through impatience. Hence he says, 2 Corinthians 11:24 and following: From the Jews five times I received forty blows, less one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I made shipwreck, Gloss, "that is, I suffered it": night and day I was in the depth of the sea..., in labor and hardship, in many vigils, in hunger and thirst, in many fasts, in cold and nakedness. He could sustain all these things, strengthened by the Lord. Hence he says at Philippians 4:13: I can do all things in him who strengthens me.

He himself also invites us to the patience of tribulations, saying thus in 2 Corinthians 6:4 and 5: In all things let us exhibit ourselves as ministers of God in much patience. But in what things we ought to be patient, he immediately adds: In tribulations, in necessities, in anxieties, in blows, in prisons, in seditions, in labors, in vigils, in fasts. In all the aforesaid things patience is necessary for us, concerning which the Apostle says at Hebrews 10:36: Patience is necessary for you, so that, doing the will of God, you may carry back the promise.

VI. That vessel of honor is commended from manifold usefulness. And note that formerly there were four kinds of vessels which served the usefulness of those ministering to God in the tabernacle. And these vessels were of purest gold. Of these vessels the Lord says to Moses, Exodus 25:29: You shall prepare both little bowls, and vials, thuribles, and cups, in which libations are to be offered, from purest gold. Note also that according to some, vinegar used to be offered in the little bowls, wine in the vials, incense in the thuribles, but oil in the cups. Therefore the Apostle Paul bears the likeness of these four vessels. For he was a little bowl through persuasion to penance; he was a vial through the cheering of the sad; he was a thurible through the pouring forth of prayers; nevertheless he was a cup through the contemplation of super-heavenly things.

1. Therefore first he was a little bowl through persuasion to penance. For just as vinegar, which according to some was offered in little bowls, is biting and sharp, so also penance is biting and punitive of all past delights. Paul persuaded all criminals to this. Hence he says, Acts 17:30 and 31: God announces to men that all everywhere should do penance, because he has established a day on which he is going to judge the world in equity. Likewise Paul says to Agrippa, Acts 26:19 and 20: King Agrippa, I was not unbelieving toward the heavenly vision; but to those who are at Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, and in every region of Judea, and to the Gentiles, I announced that they should do penance and be converted to God, doing works worthy of penance. And note that with so pious a zeal he invited sinners to penance that he even made mourning over such persons who did not wish to repent. Hence he says, 2 Corinthians 12:20 and 21: I fear lest perhaps, when I come, I may find you not such as I wish... and I may mourn many of those who sinned before and did not do penance over uncleanness, and fornication, and shamelessness, which they practiced.

2. Secondly Blessed Paul was as a vial through the cheering of the sad. For just as wine, which gladdens the heart of man, was accustomed to be offered in vials, so also Paul cheered the sad, inviting them to joy. Hence he says at Philippians 4:4: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. As if he were saying: Rejoice because he has freed you from present misery. Rejoice also because in heaven he will crown you with honor and glory. Likewise he says, 2 Corinthians 13:11: For the rest, brothers, rejoice, be perfect, be exhorted, be of one mind, have peace, and the God of peace and love will be with you. Likewise, 1 Thessalonians 5:16, 17 and 18: Always rejoice. Pray without interruption. In all things give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus in all of you.

3. Thirdly he was a thurible through the pouring forth of prayers. For just as through incense, which was offered in thuribles, the Lord was placated, and therefore through incense devout prayer is figured, so also Blessed Paul poured forth devout prayers to the Lord for those whom he had converted. Hence he says, 2 Corinthians 13:7: We pray God that you do nothing evil. Likewise he says at Philippians 1:9, 10 and 11: I pray that your charity may abound more and more in knowledge and in all perception, so that you may prove the better things, that you may be sincere and without offense unto the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of justice through Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. Likewise, 2 Thessalonians 1:11 and 12: We pray always for you, that our God may deem you worthy of his calling, and may fulfill every will of his goodness, and the work of faith in power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you. In the preceding three authorities three good things can be noted, in which the Apostle prays for his subjects. For in the first authority he prays that they may do nothing evil. In the second he prays that they may make progress in charity and in the works of charity. In the third he prays that they may come to the eternal brightness to which they have been called.

This noble thurible also, conversely, asks prayer to be made for himself, at Romans 15:30 and following: I beseech you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the charity of the Holy Spirit, that you help me in your prayers for me to God, that I may be freed from unbelievers who are in Judea, and that the offering of my service may be made acceptable to the Saints in Jerusalem, that I may come to you in joy through the will of God, so that I may be refreshed with you. Amen. Likewise, 2 Thessalonians 3:1 and 2: For the rest, brothers, pray for us, that the word of God may run and be glorified, as also among you, and that we may be freed from troublesome and evil men. Behold, the Apostle gives this example to Prelates, that they should desire and ask for the prayers of their subjects. But how we ought to pray, he declares in 1 Corinthians 14:15, where he says: I will pray with the spirit; I will pray also with the mind. Therefore one ought to pray not only with mouth or voice, but with spirit and mind, if he truly and effectively wishes to pray.

4. Fourthly he was a cup through the contemplation of super-heavenly things. For just as oil, which was accustomed to be offered in cups, is borne above other liquids, so also Paul, having despised lower things, was borne in mind and contemplation among heavenly things. Hence he says at Philippians 3:20: Our conversation is in heaven. Likewise, 2 Corinthians 5:13 and 14: Whether we go beyond in mind, it is for God; or whether we are sober, it is for you. For the charity of Christ presses us. Gloss: "The Apostle, going beyond in mind every human frailty, every temporality of the age, all things whatsoever that vanish and pass away by being born and by dying, dwelt in heart in a certain ineffable contemplation, where he heard ineffable words which it is not permitted to a man to speak." He himself also exhorts us that, despising the vanities of this world, we seek things above. Hence he says at Colossians 3:1 and 2: If you have risen together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God; savor the things that are above, not the things that are upon the earth.

Likewise note that in the great house of God there are still four other kinds of vessels. For there are vessels of little ones, of musicians, of camps, and of physicians, to all of which Blessed Paul can be compared. Hence it is said in Isaiah 22:23 and 24: I will fasten Eliakim my servant as a peg in a faithful place... And they will hang upon him all the glory of the house of his father, diverse kinds of vessels, every little vessel from vessels of bowls even to every vessel of musicians. Eliakim is interpreted my God is their brother, and signifies the Son of God, who, although through creation he was our God, nevertheless through the assumption of flesh was made our brother; God the Father set him up in the Church as a peg, so that upon him all the vessels of the Church, that is, all the elect, may be hung in glory.

1. Therefore Blessed Paul was a vessel of little ones, that is, a turned golden bowl, by which the little ones, that is, the simple, might be fed with milk. For he poured out for them the milk of the humanity of Jesus Christ. Hence he says, 1 Corinthians 3:1 and 2: As to little ones in Christ, I gave you milk to drink, not food: for you were not yet able; but indeed even now you are not able. As if he were saying: Because, as little ones, you were not yet able to reach the honey of divinity, therefore I providently poured out for you the milk of humanity, through which you may grow into salvation. But when the humanity of our Savior is set forth for men, his Passion must never be passed over in silence. On account of this it is read in Exodus 24:8 that Moses put the blood of calves in bowls, sprinkled it upon the people, and said: This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord has struck with you. So also Paul sprinkled the blood of Christ upon us, saying at Hebrews 9:13 and 14: If the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled sanctifies the defiled unto the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the Holy Spirit offered himself immaculate to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, for serving the living God? Blessed Paul also admonishes the stronger to condescend to the weak as to little ones, and kindly to receive them. Hence he says at Romans 14:1: Receive the weak in faith, not in disputes of thoughts. Likewise, 1 Thessalonians 5:14: We ask you, brothers, receive the weak.

2. He was also a vessel of musicians, as a certain sweet cithara or fiddle, by which the ears of those dining might be delighted. For he brought to our ears a delightful song about things above, singing thus, 1 Corinthians 2:9 and 10: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it ascended into the heart of man, what things God has prepared for those who love him; but God has revealed them to us through his Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. Likewise, he sings at Romans 8:18: The sufferings of this time are not worthy in comparison with the future glory which will be revealed in us.

3. Blessed Paul was also a vessel of camps on high, as is said in Ecclesiasticus. For he was as a silver trumpet, by whose clangor the camps of God were fortified. Hence also Paul is interpreted mouth of a trumpet. Therefore this trumpet, giving a certain sound, admonishes us to rise from the sleep of sin and, dressed in the arms of light, to be prepared for war. Hence it is that he sounds at Romans 13:11 and 12: Now it is the hour for us to rise from sleep... Therefore let us cast away the works of darkness and put on the arms of light. But what the arms of light are, he shows at Ephesians 6:11 and following, where he says: Put on the armor of God, so that you may be able to stand... Stand therefore, having girded your loins in truth, and dressed in the breastplate of justice, and having shod your feet in the preparation of the Gospel of peace; in all things taking the shield of faith, in which you may be able to extinguish all the fiery darts of the most wicked one; and take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

4. Blessed Paul was also a vessel of physicians, as a certain golden box containing health-bringing spices, by which the sick and weak might be cured. For that heavenly physician was doing many powers and miracles through him; it would be long to touch briefly on all these in speech. On account of this it is said in Acts 19:11 and 12: God was doing no ordinary powers by the hand of Paul, so that even upon the weak there were brought from his body handkerchiefs and aprons, and the illnesses withdrew from them, and wicked spirits went out.

II.

On the second, note that although formerly, according to the letter, he preached the word of Christ faithfully to Gentiles, and Kings, and sons of Israel, that is, to Jews, nevertheless even now he does not cease to preach the word of God both to Gentiles, and Kings, and sons of Israel.

1. For by Gentiles any sinners are taken. But by Kings Prelates are understood, of whatever dignity they may be. But by the sons of Israel virgins, widows, and any religious are expressed. Therefore first he intimates to Gentiles, that is, to those living gentile-wise, namely to sinners, that if they have died in sins, they will not possess the kingdom of God. Hence he says, 1 Corinthians 6:9 and 10: Do you not know that the unjust will not possess the kingdom of God? Do not err. Neither fornicators, nor those serving idols, nor adulterers, nor the soft, nor those who lie with males, nor thieves, nor the avaricious, nor drunkards, nor evil-speakers, nor the rapacious will possess the kingdom of God.

2. Secondly he preaches to Kings, that is, to Prelates, showing what sort they ought to be. Hence he says, 1 Timothy 3:2 and following: It is necessary for a Bishop to be irreprehensible, a man of one wife, sober, prudent, adorned, chaste, hospitable, a teacher, not given to wine, not a striker, but modest; not litigious, not covetous, but well set over his own house, having children subject with all chastity. But if someone does not know how to be over his own house, how will he have diligence of the Church of God? Not a neophyte, lest, lifted up into pride, he fall into the judgment of the devil. But it is also necessary for him to have good testimony from those who are outside, so that he may not fall into disgrace and into the snare of the devil. Likewise, at Titus 1:7 and following: It is necessary for a Bishop to be without crime, as a dispenser of God: not proud, not wrathful, not given to wine, not a striker, not greedy of foul gain, but hospitable, kind, sober, just, holy, continent, embracing the faithful word which is according to doctrine, so that he may be able to exhort in sound doctrine and to argue against those who contradict.

3. Thirdly he preaches to sons, that is, to virgins, widows, and all other religious, whether they are in the cloister or in the world. Concerning virgins he speaks thus, 1 Corinthians 7:34: The unmarried woman and the virgin think upon the things that are of the Lord, that she may be holy in body and spirit. She thinks, that is, she ought to think. But concerning widows, 1 Timothy 5:5 and 6: She who is truly a widow and desolate, let her hope in God and be instant in beseechings and prayers night and day. For she who is in delights, living, is dead. To any religious he says thus, Philippians 2:14 and following: Do all things without murmurings and hesitations, so that you may be without complaint and simple sons of God, without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom you shine like lights in the world, holding the word of life.

Therefore pray to the Lord, dearest ones, that we may so pursue the whole doctrine of that precious vessel by works, that at last by his merits and prayers we may happily attain eternal brightness. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Acts 9:6. (Act. IX, 6.) ↩

	At Colossians 3:20, 22 and 24. (Ad Colos. III, 20, 22 et 24.) ↩

	1 Corinthians 7:25. (I ad Cor. VII, 25.) ↩





Sermon X. On the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SERMON X.

ON THE PURIFICATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

They carried Jesus into Jerusalem, that they might present him to the Lord. Luke 2:22.

Here at first sight you can note four things:

I. Who carried? II. Whom they carried? III. To what place they carried? IV. On account of what they carried?

Who? Joseph and Mary. Whom? The boy Jesus. To what place? Into Jerusalem. On account of what? that they might present him to the Lord. Gloss, that is, "offer and consecrate."

I.

And note that just as Joseph and Mary carried the boy Jesus into Jerusalem, that they might offer him to the Lord, so also we ought to do morally.

First we ought spiritually to be Joseph and Mary: namely, so that in body we may be as Joseph, but in soul Mary. For just as Joseph did not pollute Mary his wife, but, as a faithful guardian, served her, so also the body ought not to pollute the soul which is joined to it, but rather to serve it with faithful guardianship.

Hence it is that the Lord speaks, Leviticus 11:43 and 44: Do not contaminate your souls. For I am the Lord your God: be holy, because I am holy. Do not pollute your souls.

And note that not unfittingly by Joseph, who is interpreted addition, the body is understood, which from day to day tends toward this end, that in the sepulcher it may be added to the bones of the dead. Hence it is read in Genesis 35:28 and 29: The days of Isaac were completed, one hundred eighty years. And consumed by age, he died and was added to his people. It is also read in Genesis 49:32: When Jacob's commands by which he was instructing his sons had been finished, he gathered his feet upon the little bed and died, and was added to his people. Fittingly also by Mary, who is interpreted illuminating, the pure soul is figured. For by the soul the body is illuminated. For after the departure of the soul from the body, the body lies ashen and pale; hence its absence proves what its presence used to confer.

II.

Secondly, we ought to bear the boy Jesus. To this the Apostle admonishes us, 1 Corinthians 6:20: You have been bought with a great price. Glorify and carry God in your body. He carries the Lord in his soul who serves him from his whole intellect, and from his whole will, and with all memory. For the soul ought to give itself to this, that it understand good; but the good that it understands, it ought to will; that good also which it wills, it ought always to have in memory. He also carries Christ in his body who presents and stretches out all the members of the body, namely eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, back, belly, and each side, hands and feet, in the service of Jesus Christ. Hence the Apostle says at Romans 6:19: As you presented your members to serve uncleanness and iniquity unto iniquity, so now present your members to serve justice unto sanctification.

And note that it is worthy that we carry Christ for six causes. The first cause is because he bore for us the pains of blows and scourges. Hence Isaiah 53:4 says: Truly he bore our weaknesses and he carried our pains. The second cause is because he carried for us the thorny crown, by which he was sharply pierced. Hence it is said in John 19:2 and 3: The soldiers, weaving a crown of thorns, placed it on his head... Therefore Jesus went out carrying the thorny crown. The third cause is because he bore for us the gibbet of the cross. Hence it is said in John 19:17 and 18: Jesus, carrying the cross for himself, went out to the place which is called Calvary... where they crucified him. The fourth cause is because he himself bore our sins, that is, the penalty of sins, on the wood of the cross. Hence it is said in 1 Peter 2:24: He himself bore our sins in his body upon the wood, so that, dead to sins, we may live to justice. He bore, that is, he bore perseveringly. The fifth cause is because from the womb of the mother even to white hairs he carries us in our sins. Hence he says in Isaiah 46:3 and 4: Hear me..., you who are carried from my womb... Even unto old age I myself, and even unto white hairs I will carry: I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and I will save. The womb of the Lord is his mercy, in which he long-sufferingly carries sinners even to old age and senescence, overlooking the sins of men for the sake of penance. The sixth cause is because if we carry him now, at last he makes us be carried by Angels into the bosom of Abraham. Hence it is said in Luke 16:22: It happened that the beggar died and was carried by Angels into the bosom of Abraham. The seventh cause is because we will be carried not only into the bosom for rest, but to the breasts for refreshment. Hence Isaiah 66:12 and 13 says: You will be carried to the breasts, and upon the knees they will caress you. As if a mother should caress someone, so I will console you, and in Jerusalem you will be consoled.

III.

Thirdly, we ought not to carry Jesus for a time and afterward cast him away from us, as many do, who perhaps by the reception of penance begin to carry him in Lent; but immediately on the holy day of Easter itself, or on the next day, cast him away from themselves, giving themselves to feasts, drunkenness, forbidden and lascivious games, and also to lusts, as they had previously been accustomed to do. Therefore Jesus must be carried perseveringly, until one comes to Jerusalem, by which the supernal fatherland is figured. For Jerusalem is interpreted vision of peace. And truly in that heavenly supernal fatherland true peace is seen and exists. Hence it is said in Psalm 147:12 and 14: Praise the Lord, Jerusalem..., who has placed peace as your borders. Hence also Tobit 13:11 and 18: Jerusalem, city of God..., blessed are all who love you and who rejoice over your peace.

IV.

Fourthly, we ought to offer the boy Jesus in Jerusalem to God the Father. For that supernal Jerusalem, even if we are not yet able to enter it with the body, nevertheless daily we ought to enter it with mind and heart, so that we may offer the boy Jesus to God the Father. But then we offer the boy Jesus to God the Father when we simply ask that he have mercy on us on account of all things which the boy Jesus sustained for us, namely on account of his nativity and circumcision; on account of his poverty, vigils, tears, and labors; on account of the blows with fists, slaps, and mockeries which he sustained for us; on account of the spittings which he received in his face; on account of the scourges which he bore; on account of the thorny crown which he carried on his head; on account of the savage wounds which he suffered for us on the cross; and on account of many other things which most sweet Jesus did or sustained for us. Hence the Church concludes all her prayers thus: "Through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son." Hence it also is that the Apostle says at Hebrews 13:15: Through him let us offer always to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips confessing his name. The sacrifice of praise is a praiseworthy sacrifice. But this sacrifice ought not only to be prayer, but also the fruit of those who confess the Lord with lips.

And note that the Blessed Virgin Mary not only offered her boy Jesus, but also offered with him such an oblation as a poor little woman in childbirth was accustomed to offer according to the law of Moses, whose hand, namely because of poverty, could not find a lamb. But this oblation was either two turtledoves or two young pigeons, as is read in Leviticus 12:8. Therefore let us suppose for the mystery that she offered one young pigeon and one turtledove. In these two birds, so that we may be silent about many of their properties, four things are noted which fit the Blessed Mary, Mother of God, very well. For in the dove prudent simplicity and fruitfulness of offspring are noted; but in the turtledove perpetual continence and patience of gentleness are noted.

1. Therefore in the dove prudent simplicity is noted. Its prudence is observed in this, that it avoids the snares of the hawk. Hence it gladly nests in such places to which the hawk cannot have access. Its simplicity is considered in this, that it does not care for unclean carcasses; it feeds only on pure grain and is content with that. So also the Blessed Virgin was a prudent dove, who, avoiding the snares of the infernal hawk, dwelt in Nazareth. For Nazareth is interpreted flower or holiness. And certainly the devil could touch by no persuasion one dwelling in the flower of holiness. She also showed her commendable simplicity in this, that, with every transitory delight despised, she chose only that heavenly grain which was in the bosom of God the Father, through which she herself also was filled with every good. Hence also the Angel said to her: Hail, full of grace 1.

2. In the dove fruitfulness of offspring is also noted. Hence Aristotle says in the books On Animals: "Doves lay eggs at every time and make young, when the place of their dwelling has been warm and their food has been prepared." Likewise, it is said in the sixth book On Animals: "Doves lay eggs ten times in a year, and sometimes brood eleven times, and sometimes twelve times, as in Egypt." Therefore the blessed Virgin is commended from fruitfulness of offspring, because she bore for us him who is better than all those who ever were born, or still will be born on earth. Hence well can be adapted to her that word which the women say about Naomi in the book of Ruth 4:15: He has been born from your daughter-in-law, who loves you, and he is much better for you than if you had seven sons. In truth such a son was born to the Blessed Virgin not from her daughter-in-law, but also from herself, concerning whom it is much better for her than if she had begotten a thousand sons and all those were Emperors.

3. In the turtledove perpetual continence is also noted. Hence Aristotle says in the eighth book On Animals: "The female of turtledoves is not associated with any male except one alone; and in no way do they receive another male afterward." So also the Blessed Virgin not only after the death of Saint Joseph, but also before her own death, always remained chaste. For although she had been betrothed to a man, nevertheless she was never touched by him to the dishonor of virginity.

4. In the turtledove gentle patience is also noted. Hence Aristotle says in the fourteenth book On Animals: "In the turtledove gall is not found." Therefore the Blessed Virgin was wholly without gall, which is bitter and provocative of wrath. For she sustained all her tribulations and adversities of this world in much patience and gentleness.

We also, in imitation of Blessed Mary, ought to offer a dove and a turtledove with the boy Jesus.

1. We offer a dove if we are prudently simple and fruitful in offspring. The Lord invites us to dovelike prudence, Jeremiah 48:28: Be like a dove nesting in the highest mouth of a hole. As if he were saying: Nest like prudent doves in the hole of my side. Likewise, he says, Canticles 2:13 and 14: Come, my dove, in the holes of the rock, in the hollow of the wall. The Gloss says that "the rock is Christ, but the holes of the rock are those four wounds of his hands and feet." But the hollow of the wall is the wound of his side, in which the dove of Christ ought to nest away from the snares of the hawk. We ought also to imitate the simplicity of the dove, so that just as it chooses pure grain for food, so also we may choose God, who is that grain of wheat which, falling into the earth, that is, into the Blessed Virgin at the Annunciation, was dead in the Passion, and brought forth much fruit in the Resurrection and Ascension. He had chosen this grain who says in Psalm 72:25: For what is there for me in heaven? and apart from you what have I wished upon earth?

2. Just as the dove is fruitful in offspring, so also we ought to be imitators of the generous dove, so that in individual years we may bring forth twelve young of good works to the Lord. But these twelve young are the twelve works of mercy. Concerning the first six young the Lord says, Matthew 25:34 and following: Come, blessed of my Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave me to eat. Behold the first young. I thirsted, and you gave me to drink. Behold the second. I was a guest, and you gathered me in. Behold the third. Naked, and you covered me. Behold the fourth. Sick, and you visited me. Behold the fifth. I was in prison, and you came to me. Behold the sixth. The seventh is that we bury the dead. Hence it is said in Tobit 12:12: When you were praying with tears and burying the dead..., I offered your prayer to the Lord. The eighth is that we give a loan without hope of gain. Hence the Lord says, Matthew 5:42: Do not turn away from one wishing to borrow from you. Likewise, Luke 6:35: Give a loan, hoping nothing from it. The ninth is that we convert those who are erring. Concerning this it is said in James 5:20: He who has caused a sinner to be converted from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. The tenth is that we provide consolation to the desolate. Concerning this Job says, 29:25 and 13: And when I sat as a king, with the army standing around, nevertheless I was a consoler of those mourning... and I consoled the heart of the widow. Many today are oppressors of the poor and of widows; on account of which they would well need a good consoler. Hence it is said in Ecclesiastes 4:1: I saw the calumnies that are carried on under the sun, and the tears of the innocent, and no consoler; nor that they were able to resist their violence, being destitute of everyone's help. The eleventh young is that we forgive those sinning against us. Concerning this the Lord says, Luke 6:37: Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Likewise, Matthew 5:44: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. The twelfth is that we pour forth prayers for sinners. Hence the Lord says, Matthew 5:44 and 45: Pray for those persecuting and calumniating you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.

3. We ought also to offer a turtledove to the Lord, namely so that in the likeness of the turtledove, as long as our bridegroom Jesus Christ has been taken away from us, we may mourn and not set our heart upon any delightful worldly thing, until we come to his consoling presence; and besides this so that, going forth in the time of our mourning without any gall of bitterness, whatever adversity happens to us, we may tolerate it with gentle patience.

May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Luke 2:28. (Luc. II, 28.) ↩





Sermon XI. Likewise, On the Purification of Blessed Mary, Opening

SERMON XI.

LIKEWISE, ON THE PURIFICATION OF BLESSED MARY.

Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and fearful, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was in him... And he came in spirit into the temple. And he himself received Jesus in his arms. Luke 2:25, 27 and 28.

Note that just as holy Simeon, whom the demonstrative adverb, Behold, demonstrates to be commendable by many things, today received Christ into his arms, so also we ought to imitate this praiseworthy Simeon, so that we may be worthy to receive Christ into the arms of our soul, now through grace and in the future through glory.

For this, however, eight things are required, which can be noted in the words placed above.

I. First therefore we ought to be men through recognition of our mortality. Hence he says, Behold a man. For man, according to definition, is a rational mortal animal. And truly, that man is mortal and his life is short is proved through this, that he is compared to three things passing away very quickly, namely to water slipping down into the earth, and to fleeing smoke, and to vapor appearing for a little while.

Concerning the first the Tekoan woman says to David, 2 Kings 14:14: We all die, and like waters we slip down into the earth, which do not return.

Concerning the second Job 14:1 and 2 says: Man born of woman, living a short time, is filled with many miseries. He comes forth like a flower and is crushed, and flees like a shadow, and never remains in the same state.

Concerning the third James 4:15 says: What is your life? It is a vapor appearing for a little while, and afterward it will be destroyed. Since therefore man is mortal, it is wonderful, and



Sermon XI. Likewise, On the Purification of Blessed Mary, Conclusion

miserable that he dares to raise himself against the Most High; as Antiochus did, concerning whom it is read in 2 Maccabees 9:8, 10 and 12, by which he was so filled with pride that he seemed to himself to command the waves of the sea..., and to weigh the heights of mountains in a balance... and he thought that he touched the stars of heaven; but nevertheless he was compelled to come to recognition of himself, struck by a divine plague. For falling from the royal chariot to the earth, he was carried in a litter, and worms swarmed from the body of the impious man, and while he was living his flesh flowed out in pains. His army also was weighed down by his odor and stench. And when he himself could no longer bear his own stench, he said thus: It is just to be subject to God, and for a mortal not to think things equal to God. Since therefore we are mortal, it has been counseled to us that we not attack God by our sins, but rather have peace with him.

II. Secondly, we ought to dwell in Jerusalem through the preservation of internal peace. Hence it is said: Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is interpreted peace-making. But then we are in Jerusalem, when we have peace toward God and do not attack him with our crimes. Hence the Apostle says at Romans 5:1: Justified from faith, let us have peace toward God. But what peace we ought to have toward God he declares in chapter 6:12, where he says: Let sin not reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its concupiscences. And truly it is expedient for us that not sin, but rather the Holy Spirit, reign in us, namely so that by his operation our miserable mortality may put on glorious immortality. Hence the Apostle says at Romans 8:11: His Spirit, who raised Jesus from the dead, dwells in you; he who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will enliven also your mortal bodies, on account of his Spirit dwelling in you. He also says in 1 Corinthians 15:53: It is necessary for this corruptible thing to put on incorruption, and this mortal thing to put on immortality.

III. But because those in whose hearts the peace of Christ exults, as is said in Colossians 3:15, ought to suffer with the miseries of the miserable, therefore thirdly we ought to have the name Simeon through deep compassion. Hence it follows: Whose name was Simeon. Simeon is interpreted hearing sorrow, and signifies those who, with deep compassion, hear the poor mourning and crying out. Such is Jesus Christ himself. Hence the Apostle says at Hebrews 4:15: We do not have a High Priest who cannot suffer with our infirmities. Such also was Job, who says in chapter 30:25: I once wept over him who was afflicted, and my soul suffered with the poor man. We too ought to be such. Hence the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 12:26: If one member suffers anything, all the members suffer with it.

IV. But he who truly suffers with the heart also outwardly gives alms with the hand: on account of this, fourthly we ought to be just through the bestowal of alms. Hence it follows: And this man was just. But that it is just for a rich man to give his alms to the poor, the Psalmist testifies, who says in Psalm 111:9: He has dispersed, he has given to the poor; his justice remains forever and ever. From this place one can sufficiently have how alms ought to be given. For he says, he dispersed, that is, he scattered in different ways; he did not cast the whole into one place. He gave to the poor, not to the rich, and not only to one but to many. For it is better to have many patrons than one or few; and often the prayers of many are more effective before God than those of one. Likewise, that the just man is bound to distribute alms is proved in Proverbs 21:26, where it is said: He who is just will give, and will not cease. Likewise it is said in Psalm 36:21: The just man has mercy and gives, that is, gives things. And after a little: The just man has mercy all day and lends, and his seed will be in blessing 1. Therefore the just man has mercy in two ways, namely by giving his things to the poor and by lending.

V. But because no one ought to trust too much in his own justice, but rather to reckon himself an unprofitable servant, therefore fifthly we ought to be fearful through trembling humility. Hence it follows: And fearful. Such was Job, who says in 9:28, 30 and 31: I feared all my works, knowing that you would not spare the offender. If I have been washed as with waters of snow, and my hands have shone like the cleanest things, nevertheless you will dip me in filth. But concerning those who are fearful, that is, founded in fear through humility, the Lord says in Isaiah 66:2: Upon whom shall I look, except upon the poor little one, and the one contrite in spirit, and the one trembling at my words?

VI. But because we ought not only to serve the Lord in fear, but it is also necessary that we exult for him with trembling, that is, that we join the consolation of exultation to trembling, on account of this sixthly we ought to be awaiting the consolation of Israel through the cheerfulness of sure hope. Hence it follows: He was awaiting the consolation of Israel. Therefore, because hope is a sure expectation of future blessedness, we ought through the cheerfulness of hope to await the consolation of the sons of God; on account of which the Apostle says at Hebrews 6:19: We have hope as a safe and firm anchor of the soul, going in even to the inner things of the veil. Likewise, at Hebrews 10:23: Let us hold the confession of our hope undeviating, for faithful is he who promised.

VII. But because he who hopes for eternal consolation ought to show himself such that he is worthy of the thing which he awaits, therefore seventhly the Holy Spirit ought to be in us through every kind of purity of life. Hence it follows: And the Holy Spirit was in him. Therefore we ought to host the Holy Spirit through every kind of cleanness of life. For the Holy Spirit is clean, and he will not dwell in a body subject to sins, as is said in Wisdom 1:4. Hence it is read in Luke 3:22 that when Jesus had been baptized... the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily appearance as a dove. Through this it is given to be understood that the Spirit does not descend upon anyone to remain with him unless he is pure and clean: pure in body and clean in heart. Hence Paul says, 1 Corinthians 6:13 and 19: The body is not owed to fornication, but to the Lord, and the Lord to the body... Do you not know that your members are the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

VIII. But because he in whom the Holy Spirit dwells through chastity longs for the courts of the Lord (Psalm 82:3), on account of this eighthly we ought to come into the temple not made by hand, but through the constancy of fervent desire. Hence it follows: And he came in the Spirit into the temple. So also it is read in Luke 2:37 concerning that blessed Anna, widow and Prophetess, that she did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fasts and beseechings. Therefore he comes in the Spirit into the temple who daily through fervent desire is caught up even to the third heaven, as the Apostle speaks of himself, 2 Corinthians 11:2 and following 2. The first heaven is the sweet fellowship of all the elect. The second heaven is the beautiful brightness of all Angels. The third heaven is the glorious Trinity itself, from which every fellowship of the blessed flows. Therefore he who has been caught up in spirit into this heaven, such a one can receive Jesus in his arms and say: Now you dismiss your servant, Lord, according to your word in peace, because my eyes have seen your salvation 3. He can also sing joyfully: We have received, O God, your mercy in the midst of your temple 4.

Therefore pray, dearest ones, to the Lord, that we may so imitate Blessed Simeon with good works, that at last with him we may merit joyfully to receive the Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary in our arms. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Psalm 36:26. (Ps. XXXVI, 26.) ↩

	2 Corinthians 11:2 and following: I know a man in Christ fourteen years ago, whether in the body I do not know, whether outside the body I do not know, God knows, such a one caught up even to the third heaven. And I know such a man, whether in the body or outside the body I do not know, God knows, because he was caught up into paradise and heard secret words which it is not permitted for a man to speak. (II ad Corinth. XI, 2 et seq.: Scio hominem in Christo ante annos quatuordecim, (sive in corpore nescio, sive extra corpus nescio, Deus scit) raptum hujusmodi usque ad tertium cælum. Et scio hujusmodi hominem (sive in corpore, sive extra corpus, nescio, Deus scit) quoniam raptus est in paradisum: et audivit arcana verba quæ non licet homini loqui.) ↩

	Luke 2:29 and 30. (Luc. II, 29 et 30.) ↩

	Psalm 47:10. (Ps. XLVII, 10.) ↩





Sermon XII. Third, On the Purification of Blessed Mary

SERMON XII.

THIRD, ON THE PURIFICATION OF BLESSED MARY.

A light for the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. Luke 2:32.

Note that Blessed Simeon the priest, holding Jesus in his hands and arms, gave many thanks to God over this, that he was worthy to see his Son, who was sent on earth as a light for revelation, that is, for the illumination of the unbelieving Gentiles, and for the glory of the people of Israel, who behold God through faith. Hence it is read in Luke 2:9 and 8 that immediately when this light had been born, the brightness of God shone around the shepherds watching and keeping the watches of the night over their flock. Therefore since the Blessed Virgin today carried that glorious light into Jerusalem and offered him in the temple, we also, in imitation of her, ought continually to carry that very bright candle in the hands of good works. But since a light is given into the hand not only to the baptized little child, but also to a man now about to die, according to the custom of certain men; since also today blessed candles are carried by men, and besides this four burning candles are placed around the bier of the dead person, one must see what all these lights signify. Hence note that the light which is given to the baptized little child and to the dying man is the light of baptismal innocence; but the light that is carried today is the light of filial eminence. The four lights around the bier are these. The first is true wisdom. The second is the benevolence of justice. The third is the keeping of the commandments. The fourth is the gathering of virtues.

I. Therefore the first light, which is given into the hand of the baptized little child, is the light of baptismal innocence. Concerning this light it is said in Psalm 35:10: Lord, with you is the fountain of life, and in your light we shall see light. As if he were saying: O Lord, the fountain of life is with you; in your light, that is, in the innocence which through your grace we have obtained in baptism, we shall see light, that is, your brightness.

But this light consists in a threefold turning. For innocence ought to be in heart, mouth, and work: namely so that a man neither meditate evil in heart, nor speak it with tongue, nor work it with hands. But he who has brought this light before the Lord will be kindly received by the Lord. Hence it is said in Psalm 40:13: But you have received me because of innocence, and you have confirmed me in your sight forever. Nevertheless, if that light has been extinguished in those three ways in which lights happen to be extinguished, namely by the strong wind of pride, or by the watery moisture of lust, or also by the violence, oppression, of avarice, for every violence arises from avarice, again it ought to be lit by the fire of burning penance, and thus a man with his burning candle confidently goes before the face of his God. On account of this also, according to the custom of some, a lit candle is given into the hand of a dying man, as if it were said: With the same innocence with which he went forth from baptism, he also goes forth from this world, so that he may be received by the Lord.

II. The second light, which today is carried through the whole holy Church, is the light of filial eminence, that is, Jesus Christ, Son of the Most High Father. But that he himself is light, he testifies through himself, John 8:12, saying: I am the light of the world. He who follows me does not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. The Gospel of John also asserts him to be light in the beginning of its Gospel, writing thus: He was the true light, which illuminates every man coming into this world 1. So also it is said in Job 25:3: Upon whom will his light not rise?

And note that the Son of God is not only the light of this world through the illumination of those fighting, but truly is also the light of heaven through the glorification of those triumphing. Hence Tobit 5:12 says: What joy will there be for me, who sit in darkness and do not see the light of heaven? It is also said in Apocalypse 21:23: That city does not need the sun or moon to shine in it, for the brightness of God illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Therefore this light consists of three things, namely wick, or lamp-wick, wax, and flame. By the wick the most clean flesh of Christ is noted. But by the wax is understood his most bright soul. By the flame, however, his most glorious divinity is figured. Therefore we ought constantly to carry this blessed light with the clean hands of good works, so that through it, with purified minds, we may merit to be presented to God the Father.

III. Note also that if someone had to pass by night through some dangerous place, where savage enemies were lying in ambush all around him, namely before and behind, on the right and on the left, such a person would well need a strong and bright company, which would protect him there from enemies, namely so that he would have strong armor-bearers going before and following after, and walking on each side. Thus therefore it is necessary that four lights surround from every side the faithful Christian passing through in this age, and guard him in all his ways from the snares of demons, who are princes of infernal darkness. And these four lights are signified by those four candles which are placed around the bier of the dead person.

1. The first light which is placed at the feet of the dead person, namely so that it may precede him, is the light of true wisdom. Concerning this it is said in Wisdom 7:10, 11 and 12: Beyond health and beauty I loved wisdom, and I purposed to have it for light, because its light is inextinguishable. But all good things came to me equally with it, and innumerable honor through its hands; and I rejoiced in all things, because this wisdom went before me. And note that the light of true wisdom consists of two great and precious things, namely fear of the Lord and love of God. No one is truly wise unless he fears and loves God. Ecclesiasticus 1:20 proves both: The fullness, he says, of wisdom is to fear God. Likewise: The love of God is honorable wisdom 2. But afterward he joins these two and makes from them one candle, saying: You who fear the Lord, love him, and your hearts will be illuminated 3.

2. The second light which is placed at the head of the dead man, namely so that it may follow him, is the benevolence of justice. Concerning this light the Lord says in Isaiah 58:7 and 8: Break your bread for the hungry, and bring the needy and wanderers into your house. When you see the naked, cover him, and do not despise your own flesh. Then your light will break forth like the morning, and your health will arise more quickly, and your justice will go before your face, and the glory of the Lord will gather you. Therefore the justice of works of mercy, which are now bestowed on the poor, immediately when the works themselves have been done, precedes the face of a man, so that it may obtain divine propitiation for him in the present. But when the man has died, it follows him, so that it may protect him from the snares of enemies and present him to everlasting glory.

But that the works of merciful justice follow a man is proved through Apocalypse 14:13, where John says: I heard a voice from heaven saying to me: Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord... For their works follow them. And note that this light of beneficent justice consists at least in those seven works of mercy concerning which you have above in that sermon: They carried Jesus into Jerusalem 4. Therefore the more works of mercy a man has done, the more brightly that candle will shine.

3. The third light, which is placed at the left of the dead person, is the keeping of God's commandments. But this light protects him, lest something of adversity touch him from his left side. Concerning this light Psalm 117:105 says: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my paths. Likewise, in Psalm 118:130: The declaration of your words illuminates. But that the commandments of God, well kept, guard a man passing from this age, Ecclesiasticus 15:16 shows, where it says: If you have wished to keep the commandments, they will preserve you.

But the light of the commandments of the Lord consists at least in those ten precepts which the Lord gave to Moses on Mount Sinai, as is read in Exodus 20:3 and following. These are the precepts. First: You shall not have strange gods before me. Second: You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. Third: Remember to sanctify the Sabbath day. Fourth: Honor your father and your mother. Fifth: You shall not kill. Sixth: You shall not commit adultery. Seventh: You shall not steal. Eighth: You shall not speak false testimony against your neighbor. Ninth: You shall not covet your neighbor's house... nor anything that is his. Tenth: Nor shall you desire his wife. But when these precepts were being given, the whole people heard voices and saw lamps, so that through this it might be suggested that the commandments of God were lights of eternal life.

4. The fourth light which is placed at the right side of the dead person is the gathering of holy virtues, so that not only through keeping the commandments of the Lord a thousand may fall from his left side, but also through the company of virtues ten thousand enemies may fall from his right 5; for the virtues are strong and most learned for wars. They are these: faith, hope, chastity, sobriety, humility, simplicity, truth, obedience, patience, perseverance, and the other virtues, all of which are like most bright lights, as descending from above from the Father of lights. Hence James 1:17 says: Every best gift and every perfect gift is from above, descending from the Father of lights, that is, of holy virtues, through which the elect are irradiated. Hence also 1 Peter 2:9 says: You are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of acquisition, so that you may announce the virtues of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. As if he were saying: O Christians, you are, that is, you ought to be, an elect race, namely by despising the world. For everything that is born of God overcomes the world. You are also a royal priesthood, that is, you ought to be Kings and Priests, namely by ruling yourselves and continually offering yourselves to God. You ought nevertheless to be a holy nation, by rejecting the uncleannesses of the flesh, and a people of acquisition, by drawing your neighbors after you by good examples. And besides this you ought to announce all the virtuous goodnesses of him who called you from the darkness of vices into the wonderful light of virtues.

Therefore because those who have not come with the aforesaid lights will be cast into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, pray, dearest ones, to the Lord that we may so pass from the darkness of this exile with this glorious company of lights, that we may happily come into the fatherland of eternal brightness, where perpetual light shines for the elect. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	John 1:9. (Joan. I, 9.) ↩

	Ecclesiasticus 1:14. (Eccli. I, 14.) ↩

	The same, 2:10. (Ibid. II, 10.) ↩

	Compare above, Sermon X. (Cf. superius Serm. X.) ↩

	Psalm 90:7. (Psal. XC, 7.) ↩





Sermon XIII. On the Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter

SERMON XIII.

ON THE FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER.

You are Christ, the Son of the living God. Matthew 16:16.

Note that this is the confession of Apostolic faith, which in few words embraces many things that pertain to the commendation of Jesus Christ.

I. For it recognizes in him Pontifical dignity. II. It confesses in him royal sublimity. III. It asserts that he is equal to the Father through divinity. IV. It asserts that the paternal inheritance is owed to him.

The first two are suggested in this which he says: Christ, that is, anointed. The remaining two are suggested through this which is said: Son of the living God.

I.

Therefore first he commends him from Pontifical dignity, in this which is said: Christ, which is interpreted anointed. For God the Father anointed him as a true High Priest, with the oil of exultation before his partakers. But that Jesus is High Priest, Paul testifies, at Hebrews 7:24 and following: Jesus, because he remains forever, has an everlasting priesthood. Hence also he can save forever those who approach God through himself, always living to intercede for us. For it was fitting that such a High Priest should be ours: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners. Holy in the conversation of this world, for he lived holily in the world. Innocent in the Passion, for he suffered innocently. Undefiled in the breaking of limbo, because since he was undefiled, he destroyed the dominion of death. Separated from sinners in the glorious Resurrection, and made higher than the heavens in the wonderful Ascension.

1. This is the High Priest who drank the chalice of the Passion for us. Matthew 26:42: My Father, if this chalice cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.

2. This is the High Priest who extends the same chalice to his faithful. Matthew 20:22: Can you drink the chalice which I am about to drink? As if he were saying: Unless you drink with me the chalice of the Passion, you will not drink the chalice of consolation.

3. This is the High Priest who granted to Pontiffs and Priests the keys of binding and loosing. Matthew 16:19: I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatever you bind upon earth will be bound also in heaven. Hence the just sentence of excommunication is to be feared vehemently. For excommunication separates, excludes, weakens, hands over to the wicked one: it separates from God, excludes from the suffrages of the Church, weakens a man for resisting vicious temptations, hands him over to the wicked one, that is, to the devil and infernal torturers.

II.

Secondly he commends him from royal dignity, through this which is said: Christ, that is, anointed, because kings also are anointed. And certainly this one was expressed through that beautiful and ruddy David, who was anointed as king. Hence it is read in 1 Kings 16:12 and 13: David was red-haired and beautiful in sight, and comely of face... Therefore Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers, and the Spirit of the Lord was directed into David from that day and thereafter. Therefore by David Christ is understood, and by Samuel God the Father. This is the king who issued and proposed to the men of his kingdom, that is, to the sons of grace, laws of chastity, equity, and piety.

1. Concerning the law of chastity, Matthew 6:27, 28: You have heard that it was said to the ancients: You shall not commit adultery. But I say to you that everyone who has looked at a woman in order to desire her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

2. Concerning the law of equity, Luke 6:27 and following: Love your enemies, and do good, and give loans, hoping nothing from it... Give, and it will be given to you. This is he to whom it has been committed to judge the living and the dead. Hence in Psalm 71:2: O God, give your judgment to the king, etc.

III.

He also testifies that he is equal to the Father through divinity there where it is said: Son of the living God. For the Son of God, according to the Catholic faith, is coeternal with God the Father and equal according to divinity. Hence Athanasius: "Equal to the Father according to divinity, less than the Father according to humanity." John 14:11: Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?

IV.

Fourthly Peter also suggests that the paternal and heavenly inheritance is owed to Christ Jesus, and this is shown through this, that he is called Son of the living God. For if he is Son, it follows also that he is heir, as the Apostle says at Galatians 4:7: But if a son, also an heir through God; supply, by right. And note that Jesus, who is Son of God, through union made us his coheirs, we who are sons through adoption. Hence at Romans 8:16 and 17: The Spirit himself gives testimony to our spirit that we are sons of God. But if sons, also heirs: heirs indeed of God, but coheirs of Christ.

But that inheritance consists in three things: in perpetuity of life, in abundance of riches, and in subtlety of glory. Hence Proverbs 3:16: Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left are riches and glory.

Therefore we ask that High Priest and King that in the kingdom of his Father he may make us his coheirs. May he deign to grant this to us, etc.



Sermon XIV. On Blessed Matthias the Apostle, Opening

SERMON XIV.

ON BLESSED MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE.

Take my yoke upon you... and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is sweet, and my burden light. Matthew 11:29 and 30.

Here three things first are to be noted:

I. What is the yoke that is commanded to be taken? II. What is the rest that is found? III. Why the yoke of the Lord is asserted to be sweet?

I.

On the first, note that the yoke of the Lord is threefold. The first is the yoke of sanctification. The second, of love. The third, of tribulation.

1. The yoke of sanctification is considered in chastity of body and soul, namely so that the Christian man either preserves conjugal chastity, or widowly continence, or virginal cleanness. Hence the Apostle, 1 Thessalonians 4:3 and following: This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication, that each one of you know how to possess his vessel, that is, "body," as the Gloss says, in sanctification and honor; not in the passion of desire, as also the gentiles who do not know God... For God has not called us into uncleanness, but into sanctification.

2. The yoke of love consists in charity of God and neighbor, whether he is a friend or an enemy. Hence Matthew 22:37 and following: You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart, and in your whole soul, and in your whole mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. But the second is like this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments the whole Law and the Prophets hang.

3. The yoke of tribulation is considered from the divine scourge, by which God strikes a man through bodily infirmities. It also consists of temptations by which the devil troubles a man, and of injuries and losses by which an evil man disturbs a good man. Concerning all these, 2 Timothy 3:12: All who wish to live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. Hence also James 1:2 and following: Esteem it all joy, my brothers, when you fall into various temptations, knowing that the testing of your faith works patience. But let patience have a perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.

But note that many break this threefold yoke. The first is broken through uncleanness of soul and body, the second through malice of heart and work, the third through blasphemy and impatience.

II.

On the second, note that those who carry the yoke of the Lord will find a double rest, namely of the bosom and of the table. For the best rest is in bed and at table.

1. Concerning the rest of the Lord's bosom, Luke 16:22: It happened that the beggar died and was carried by the Angels into the bosom of Abraham, by whom God the Father is understood. Likewise, Isaiah 40:11: In his arm he will gather the lambs, and in his bosom he will lift them. Most sweetly spread for the souls of the Saints is the bed in the bosom of the Lord. But most restlessly will the souls of sinners lie in the bosom of the devil, where beneath them the moth will be spread, and their covering will be worms.

2. Concerning the rest of the table, Job 36:16: The rest of your table will be full of fatness. Isaiah 25:6: The Lord of hosts will make for all peoples on this mountain a banquet of fat things, a banquet of vintage, of fat things full of marrow, of purified vintage.

III.

On the third, note that the yoke of the Lord is called sweet and light for three causes.

1. The first is the reconsideration of the Lord's Passion. Hence the Apostle at Hebrews 12:3 and 4: Think again on him who sustained from sinners such contradiction against himself, so that you may not be wearied, failing in your souls. For you have not yet resisted unto blood.

2. The second is the inward consolation of the Holy Spirit. Hence Isaiah 10:27: The yoke will rot away from the face of oil, namely, of the Holy Spirit. Likewise, 2 Corinthians 1:3 and 4: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and God



Sermon XIV. On Blessed Matthias the Apostle, Conclusion

of all consolation, who consoles us in all our tribulation, namely through the inward anointing of the Paraclete Spirit.

3. The third is the glorious expectation of remuneration. Hence 2 Corinthians 4:17: That which in the present is momentary and light in our tribulation works above measure, in sublimity, an eternal weight of glory in us.

May he grant this to us, etc.



Sermon XV. On the Annunciation of Blessed Mary

SERMON XV.

ON THE ANNUNCIATION OF BLESSED MARY.

Hail, full of grace: the Lord is with you: blessed are you among women. Luke 1:28.

These are the words of Gabriel the Archangel to the Virgin Mary. But Elizabeth added: And blessed is the fruit of your womb 1.

Therefore five things are to be noted here:

I. Why is this salutation Hail brought forth to the Virgin? II. Why is she said to be full of grace? III. How is the Lord said to be with her? VI. Why is she deservedly blessed above all women? V. Why does she also merit that the blessed fruit of her womb be blessed by all?

I.

On the first, note that the Blessed Virgin, for four reasons, is saluted by this word Hail. For Ave sounds as if without woe. For Eve lay under a fourfold woe: she herself was violently deflowered by a man; she herself was burdened through multiple conceptions; she herself was distressed in the bearing of children; she herself also at last was dissolved into dust. Hence on account of the aforesaid things the Lord said to her, Genesis 3:16: You will be under the power of the man, and he will rule over you, with respect to the violence of defloration. I will multiply your hardships and your conceptions, with respect to the burdens of conception. In pain you will bear your sons, behold the pain in the pouring forth of birth. There follow the words which the Lord said to the man, which are also understood as said to the woman: You are dust, and into dust you will return 2. Behold the testimony concerning incineration.

Therefore the Blessed Virgin was immune from this fourfold woe. For she was not despoiled of virginity through the conception of God; she was not in any way weighed down through him whom she had conceived; she also after death, according to praiseworthy faith, was not incinerated. For just as Eve, who was from the bones of Adam and flesh from his flesh, participated with her spouse in the curse of corruption and incineration, so on the contrary it was fitting that the Blessed Virgin with the Son, from whom, from her flesh and blood, he had assumed flesh and blood, should participate in the blessing of incorruption. For just as the flesh of the Son did not see incorruption, so neither did the flesh of the mother.

II.

On the second, note that the Blessed Virgin is said to be full of grace for four reasons. For she was most clean, most empty, most solid, and most quiet. For just as at least four things are required for this, that a material vessel either be worthy or be able to be filled, namely that it be clean, be capacious or empty, be solid, that is, not broken, and be quiet, that is, not moved while liquid is poured in:

1. So too the Blessed Virgin was most clean from every stain of vices. For she never sinned mortally or even venially, but always merited in her thought and word and work. And certainly this is as it were more than a human being here. For there is no human being who does not sin. Hence 1 John 1:8: If we have said that we do not have sin, we seduce ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

2. She was also most empty of every desire for earthly things. For she did not have her heart and mind about those earthly and lower things, but was always occupied by desire about the superheavenly things. Indeed she reckoned temporal things, which the avaricious cultivate with the greatest zeal, contemptible and as if dung.

3. She was also most solid and most entire through the ordered and undivided custody of all the virtues. For all the virtues gathered around her preserved her so solid and entire that she could not be harmed by any impulse of temptation.

4. She was also most quiet through peace of heart and the tranquillity of all affections. For the peace which her Son gave to the disciples, she especially preserved; she also never unduly either desired or feared, nor was she unduly sorrowful or glad.

III.

On the third, note that the Lord is said to be with her as a bridegroom in a secret chamber. For the Son of God in the chamber of the virginal womb assumed human nature and inseparably united it to himself as a most pleasing bride.

Secondly, he was with her as a soldier putting on armor in a tent. For the Lord, about to engage with the devil, put on the tunic of our flesh in the most holy tent of the virginal body; when that tunic was torn and pierced in the Passion through scourges and thorns and nails and the lance, the power of divinity, which had been hidden beneath it, laid the devil low.

Thirdly, the Lord was with her as a king in the assembly-hall of his throne. For the Son of God, as the true Solomon, that is, the peaceful king, sat in her as on a royal throne, judging all the ends of the earth. Indeed in the middle time during which he was carried in the womb of the Virgin, he most prudently governed no less those things which were above in heaven and those which were below on earth.

Fourthly, he was with her as a guest dining in a dining room. For, sitting as a little infant in the womb of the Virgin, he both enjoyed the Father most fully and was delightfully fed by the clean affections and holy works of the mother.

IV.

On the fourth, note that she is said to be blessed among women for four reasons.

First, because she did not obey the serpent. For since even the Son of God himself was tempted, it is probable that the Blessed Virgin was also tempted at some time, but she never consented to diabolical temptation.

Secondly, because she washed away and wiped away the disgrace of women. For just as Eve existed as the cause of human perdition, so also Mary was the cause of our redemption. Hence women thereafter ought not to be ashamed, as though the human race had been lost through a woman, since it was also recovered through a woman.

Thirdly, she is said to be blessed because through the fruit of life, whom she brought forth to be hung on the wood of the cross, she restored life. For Eve, through the forbidden apple which she plucked from the tree, offered death both to herself and to all her parentage; but Mary brought forth to the world the precious fruit of her womb, who was hung on the gibbet for the salvation of the human race, and thus put death to flight and restored life.

Fourthly, she is said to be blessed because by the key of David, that is, through her Son, she opened paradise. For just as the gates of paradise were closed because of Eve, so also through the Virgin Mary they were opened again, the fiery sword having been extinguished through the blood of Jesus Christ.

V.

On the fifth, note that the fruit of the womb of the undefiled Virgin is said to be blessed for four reasons.

First, on account of the charitable shedding of his blood. And certainly he was not sparing in his blood, by which he redeemed us, but most lavish; hence may he be blessed through the ages.

Secondly, on account of the carrying back of exiled souls from limbo. For how do you believe that he was blessed by those souls whom he, snatching them from the region of death, carried across into the fatherland of eternal light, some of whom had even suffered exile for five thousand years?

Thirdly, on account of the daily refreshment of the blessed. For as long as we are in this age, we are pilgrims away from the Lord. The first and highest refreshment of our souls is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which we are daily fed and given drink.

Fourthly, he is said to be blessed on account of the delightful remuneration of those reigning in the fatherland. For there the reward of all the sons of God is the glorious fruit of the womb of the immaculate Virgin Mary.

Therefore pray to the Lord, that, cleansed from vices by the merits of the Blessed Virgin, we may be so filled with the grace of God in this life, that after this life we may obtain as reward the glorious fruit of her womb. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Luke 1:42. (Luc. I, 42.) ↩

	Genesis 3:19. (Gen. III, 19.) ↩





Sermon XVI. Likewise, On the Same Feast of the Annunciation of the B. V. M.

SERMON XVI.

LIKEWISE, ON THE SAME FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE B. V. M.

Hail, full of grace. Luke 1:28.

Note that these are the words with which the Angel addresses the Virgin Mary. And note that just as a clean pyx is filled with a noble electuary, so also the Blessed Virgin, as a golden pyx, was filled with grace. Therefore the Angel says to her: Hail, full of grace. As if he were saying: Hail, most holy virgin, because you are a golden pyx, which has been filled in every way with the noble electuary of grace by the highest compounder. But that the Blessed Virgin is a vessel of grace, the Sequence testifies, in which it is sung thus: "Hail, mother of the Savior, chosen vessel, honorable vessel, vessel of heavenly grace."

Therefore two things are principally to be noted here:

I. What power is believed to be in this electuary that is called grace? II. From what ingredients is the electuary made?

I.

On the first, note that this electuary, which is called grace, is proved to have four excellent powers. The first power is that through grace a man is freed from every sickness of sin. The second, that through grace a man is wonderfully strengthened for the exercises of virtues. The third, that through grace a man is enriched with superheavenly goods. The fourth, that through grace a man is honorably exalted in the kingdom of God.

1. Therefore the first power of this electuary, which is called grace, consists in this: that through it a man is healed from every weakness of sin. Therefore the Blessed Virgin Mary obtained such an abundance of grace from the Lord that even in her mother's womb she existed as cleansed from original sin, and every sickness of the tinder was utterly extinguished in her. Hence Blessed Bernard writes to the Canons of Lyons: "What is known to have been granted to even a few mortals, namely that they went forth holy from the womb, it is not right to suspect to have been denied to so great a Virgin, through whom all mortality emerged to life. I think that a more abundant blessing of sanctification also descended in her, which would sanctify not only her birth, but would henceforth guard her life from every sin, which is believed to have been given to no other among those born of women."

We also, dearest ones, since we are sinners, have need of the electuary of grace, so that through it we may be freed from the infirmities of sins. Hence the Apostle wishes grace for us at Romans 1:7: Grace, he says, to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The Gloss says: "Through grace we are freed from sins; but through peace we are reconciled to God." Hence also the Apostle writes at Ephesians 2:4 and 5: God, who is rich in mercy, on account of his exceeding charity, by which he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, brought us to life together with Christ, by whose grace you have been saved. Thus through the grace of Christ we are saved from sins, which make the soul seriously ill. On account of this it is necessary that we continually ask from God for the cleansing electuary of grace.

2. The second power of this electuary is this: namely that through it things lost are restored, and through this the whole man is strengthened for the exercises of virtues. Therefore Blessed Mary recovered for the whole world through grace whatever Eve had lost through fault. She also, as a strong woman, putting her hands to strong things, manfully sweated in the exercises of virtues. Hence it is said in Luke 1:39, 40, and 56 that after the angelic salutation, Mary, rising, went into the hill country with haste into a city of Judah. And she entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elizabeth. With her she also remained about three months, serving her in the birth of John, the precursor of the Lord. On the aforesaid place the Gloss says that "the Blessed Virgin was so strong and robust through grace that the roughness of the journey did not delay her."

We also, that we may exist as strong in good works, need the electuary of grace, restorative and strengthening. Hence the Apostle says at Hebrews 13:9: It is best that the heart be established by grace, not by foods, which have not profited those walking in them. Blessed Paul himself also was strong and strenuous through grace; hence he says concerning himself, 1 Corinthians 15:10: By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace in me was not empty, but I labored more abundantly than all of them. He also admonishes us, 2 Corinthians 6:1: Let us not receive the grace of God in vain. He receives the grace of God in vain who, according to the grace received from God, does not sweat in good works.

3. The third power of this electuary is that it enriches a man with superheavenly goods. Therefore because the Blessed Virgin was cleansed through grace, on that account she was spiritually and corporally filled with the highest and true good. For she was the noble dining room of the whole Trinity; nevertheless she was the chamber or hostelry of the holy humanity. For she conceived the Son of God according to the flesh and carried him for nine months in her most clean womb. Hence it is sung concerning her: "Hail, mother of piety, and noble dining room of the whole Trinity; yet preparing for the spiritual majesty of the incarnate Word a lodging." But that she was filled with the true and highest good, she testifies in her canticle where she says: My soul magnifies the Lord, etc. And below: He has filled the hungry with goods 1. Indeed she hungered for the highest and true good, on account of which she was filled by him even to the highest degree. There is no doubt that in the heavens, residing at the side of the Son, she is filled with all goods. For it is consonant with reason that the Son, honoring his mother with filial affection, has given her full power over all his goods.

We also ought to ask with most devout prayers for the electuary of grace, so that by its benefit we may merit to be made participants of superheavenly goods. For to those who have been established in grace, superheavenly goods will be conferred. Hence it is said in Ecclesiasticus 40:17: Grace is like a paradise in blessings. Hence also it is that the Lord communicated all the goods of paradise to the penitent thief, whom he had received into his grace, saying in Luke 23:43: Amen I say to you: Today you will be with me in paradise.

4. The fourth power of this electuary is that it glorifies and exalts a man. Therefore the Blessed Virgin Mary, because she was full of grace, was on that account exalted above all the choirs of Angels and is worthy to be called Queen of the heavens. But concerning the exaltation of Mary, mother of mercy, it is read thus in Esther 2:15, 16, and 17: Esther was very beautiful and of incredible loveliness; to the eyes of all she seemed gracious and lovable. Therefore she was led to the chamber of King Ahasuerus..., and the King loved her more than all women, and she had grace and mercy before him above all women, and he placed the diadem of the kingdom on her head.

Esther is interpreted prepared in time, and signifies the Blessed Virgin, whom God the Father prepared for this, that his only-begotten Son would be conceived from her and born, when the time of having mercy on him came. Ahasuerus is interpreted beatitude, and signifies the Son of God, from whom, as from a most bright fountain of beatitude, every good flows forth. Therefore Esther, that is, the Blessed Virgin, was beautiful through immaculate virginity; she was also of incredible loveliness through the beauty of all the virtues. Indeed all the virtues gathered in her had marvelously beautified her. To the eyes also of all Angels and men she seemed gracious and lovable through deep charity. Therefore this Virgin, in the Assumption, with a company of Angels, was solemnly led to the chamber of the eternal King; and because she had found grace before God, she was loved above all women, that is, above all faithful souls, and was honorably crowned with the diadem of the heavenly kingdom. We also have need of the electuary of grace on earth, so that through it we may merit to attain glory in the heavens. Hence it is said in Psalm 82:12: The Lord will give grace and glory. Here it is manifestly suggested that through grace one comes to glory. For first the Lord gives grace, and afterward to those who have persevered in grace he adds glory besides.

II.

On the second, note that the most noble electuary of grace is made from six ingredients. But these six ingredients are virtues, on account of which grace is spiritually obtained. The first is chastity. The second, goodness. The third, piety. The fourth, truth. The fifth, humility. The sixth, patience or equanimity. The sweet Virgin Mary had these six virtues, which we also ought to have in imitation of her.

1. Therefore the first ingredient from which the electuary of grace is made is chastity. Hence it is said in Ecclesiasticus 26:19: Grace upon grace is a holy and modest woman. The Blessed Virgin was holy in mind and modest in body; on account of this she had grace in all abundance.

Every Christian also ought to be holy in mind and modest in body if he desires to possess the grace of God. For the grace of the Holy Spirit will not dwell in a body subject to the sins of lust and immodesty 2.

2. The second ingredient is goodness. Hence it is said in Proverbs 12:2: He who is good will draw grace from the Lord. Note that goodness consists in this: that a man desires to profit all and harms or offends no one. Therefore the Virgin Mary was good and very good, for she desired to profit all; but she harmed or offended no one either by word or by deed. Hence she herself merited to conceive him who is essentially good and to bring him forth to this world.

We also, in imitation of the Blessed Virgin, ought to be good, namely so that we desire to profit all and do evil to no one either by word or by work. Indeed he who does not do evil to his neighbor will rest on the holy mountain of God under the shade of divine grace.

3. The third ingredient is mercy or piety. Hence it is said in Ecclesiasticus 44:27: He preserved men of mercy, finding grace in the eyes of all flesh. Note that the Lord was preserving men of mercy and piety, of whom there was no lack in number. For they find grace in the eyes of all flesh, that is, in the eyes of him who administers his flesh as food and his blood as drink to the faithful. Therefore because the Blessed Virgin was of exceptional piety and mercy, on that account, finding most excellent grace before God, she merited to be made the mother of piety. But that Blessed Mary was of great piety or mercy can be proved in John 2:3, where, when wine was lacking at the wedding, the mother of Jesus says to him: They have no wine. On this place Bernard says: "She suffered with their shame, as merciful, as most kindly." What will proceed from the fountain of piety except piety? What, I say, is wonderful if the inward parts of piety display piety? Does not one who has held an apple in his hand for half a day preserve the odor of the apple for the remaining part of the day? How much therefore did that power of piety affect those inward parts, in which he rested for nine months? For it filled her mind before her womb; and when he went forth from the womb, he did not depart from her soul.

We also, after the example of the pious Virgin, ought to be pious and merciful, so that we may obtain grace before the mercy of God in the time of extreme necessity. For it is said in James 2:13 that judgment will be without mercy for him who has not done mercy.

4. The fourth ingredient is truth. Hence it is said in Proverbs 3:3 and 4: Let mercy and truth not desert you..., and you will find grace and good discipline before God and men. Therefore because the Blessed Virgin was truthful and preserved truth in every word and deed, on account of this she was made worthy, made worthy, to become the mother of truth. For Jesus himself, Son of the truthful Virgin, says concerning himself, John 14:6: I am truth. But because in much speaking one is often turned aside from the way of truth and incurs the danger of falsehood, therefore the Blessed Virgin Mary was not much-speaking, but slow-speaking. This can be proved from Luke 2:16 and following, where it is read that at the birth of Jesus, when the shepherds had come and had found Mary and Joseph and the infant placed in the manger, seeing, they knew concerning the word that had been spoken to them by the Angel about this child. And all who heard wondered at the things that had been said by the shepherds to them. And immediately it is added: But Mary was preserving all these words, putting them together in her heart. It is also read, Luke 2:42 and following, that when Jesus was twelve years old and had remained in Jerusalem, and when his mother had said to him: Son, why have you done thus to us? behold, your father and I, sorrowing, were seeking you. When he also had answered her: What is it, that you were seeking me? Did you not know that I must be in those things which are my Father's? It is added that his mother preserved all these words in her heart. Therefore because the Blessed Virgin so carefully preserved the words that she heard in her heart and did not respond to them, it is evidently clear that she was not much-speaking, and through this declined every lie. Moreover, when the Angel, as is read today, had saluted her so magnificently, she did not answer immediately, but was troubled at the speech and thought what sort of salutation this might be 3.

We also, so that we may be able to obtain the grace of God through truth, should flee not only a lie but also much speaking, which is the seedbed of a lie; for it is said in Proverbs 10:19: In much speaking sin will not be lacking. The Philosopher also says: "I bid you to be slow-speaking, and God will be near to you."

5. The fifth ingredient is humility. Hence it is said in Ecclesiasticus 3:20: The greater you are, humble yourself in all things, and before God you will find grace. James 4:6 also says: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 1 Peter 5:5 also says: All of you instill humility into one another, because God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. The Virgin Mary was of great humility. For when the Angel asserted that she was full of grace, and that the Lord was with her, and that she herself was to be blessed among women, and when he asserted also that she would conceive and bear a Son who would be great in the future and would reign in the house of Jacob forever, she answered humbly: Behold the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word 4. Through humility also she walked on her feet to Elizabeth, whom she had known was already pregnant, and greeted her first, and faithfully served her too.

We also, by the example of the Blessed Virgin and by the admonition of Blessed Peter, ought to instill humility into ourselves, that is, to place it within the bosom of the soul, lest we find God resisting us in judgment, but rather rejoice then concerning his grace.

6. The sixth ingredient in which the electuary of grace is made is the tranquillity of patience. Hence it is said, 1 Peter 2:20: What glory is there if, sinning and being struck, you endure it? But if, doing good, you patiently sustain it, this is grace before God. The Blessed Virgin, through the grace and protection of the Most High, had been guarded from every sin; and nevertheless she was struck in this world through many tribulations and distresses, all of which tribulations, like an immovable column, she sustained in great mildness of patience. Was she not greatly troubled through this, that with the little child Jesus, scarcely yet a little year old, she fled into Egypt and there suffered exile for seven years? Was she not also, to pass over many other things, through this suffering beyond measure and distressed, that she understood that her most innocent Son was seized, bound, spat upon, slapped, struck, stripped, scourged, crowned with thorns, beaten with a reed, burdened with the gibbet of the cross, and finally raised on that same cross, and his feet and hands torn by nails, where she also saw him given vinegar to drink, and blasphemed by passersby, and lastly his side pierced by a lance? All these torments of her heart she endured with wonderful patience. For although she looked upon the most bitter Passion of her Son with unutterable sorrow of heart, nevertheless, stirred by griefs, she did not break forth into curses or threats, nor did she receive any rancor in her heart against the crucifiers of the Son, but rather for them, in imitation of the Son, she prayed that they might be converted to penance.

We also, by the example of that most patient Virgin, should tolerate with patience all adversities that come to us in this world. Let us also pray for those persecuting and slandering us, as the Lord himself admonishes us, Matthew 5:44, 45: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those persecuting and slandering you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.

Therefore pray, dearest ones, to that glorious Virgin full of every grace, that by her pious intercessions she may deign to obtain for us from the Son some small portion of grace and glory. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Luke 1:46 and 53. (Luc. I, 46 et 53.) ↩

	Wisdom 1:4. (Sap. I, 4.) ↩

	Luke 1:29. (Luc. I, 29.) ↩

	Luke 1:38. (Luc. I, 38.) ↩





Sermon XVII. On Saint George, Martyr, Opening

SERMON XVII.

ON SAINT GEORGE, MARTYR,

The life of man upon the earth is warfare. Job 7:1.

Note that today the feast is celebrated of the most illustrious and most victorious soldier, Blessed George, who most gloriously fought down a threefold enemy, namely the world, the flesh, and demons. For he himself despised the goods of this world; he himself subjected to himself the concupiscences of the flesh; he himself also, fighting against the enemies of the faith, that is, demons and their ministers, for the faith, sustained and conquered very many torments. But these were the torments of Blessed George. First, he was stretched upon the rack. Secondly, he was torn by hooks. Thirdly, he was burned by lamps. Fourthly, he was made bloody by blows and different wounds. Fifthly, salt was put into his wounds. Sixthly, he was thrust back into a dark prison. Seventhly, he drank a cup full of poison and sorcery. Eighthly, he was placed on a bronze wheel surrounded on every side with very sharp swords, and thus he was let down from on high. Ninthly, he was sent into a bronze frying pan filled with boiling lead. Tenthly, prostrate on his face, he was dragged through streets and squares. Eleventhly, he was struck with a sword and killed.

Therefore we, dearest ones, in imitation of that triumphator, ought to be soldiers of Christ: for the life of man upon the earth is warfare.

Hence three things are to be noted here:

I. Who are the enemies against whom we fight? II. What arms ought we to use? III. What is the reward which, if we have conquered, we await?

I.

On the first, note that our enemy is threefold, namely the world, the flesh, and the devil. Concerning these three enemies it is sung in a certain Sequence:

The world, the flesh, demons Move different battles; In the course of so many phantasms The sabbath of the heart is disturbed.



Sermon XVII. On Saint George, Martyr, Conclusion

The world attacks us with the darts of avarice and sloth; for the world makes a man avaricious, because it places temporal goods before eternal goods. It also makes a man slothful and sluggish toward the service of God, for those things that are of God are not savory to him. The flesh attacks us with the darts of gluttony and lust; for it places care of the belly before God and pollutes itself through foul lust. The devil attacks us with the darts of pride and anger. For he himself fell through pride, and, that we may fall, suggests the same to us. But by the envy of the devil death entered into the world 1. Hence he sows that very thing in our hearts, so that we may die with eternal death. The devil, as is said in Apocalypse 12:12, has great anger, knowing that he has little time. Hence he also inflames us to anger, so that he may scatter the face of God in us.

And note that these three enemies are very harmonious in attacking us. For each of them sharpens the darts of the other and lends his own darts to the other.

Concerning the first enemy, namely the world, it is said in 1 John 5:19: We know that the whole world is set in evil. In evil, that is, in malice. The world is also signified by Cain, who killed his brother.

Concerning the second enemy, namely the flesh, the Apostle says at Galatians 5:17: The flesh lusts against the spirit, but the spirit against the flesh. On account of this 1 Peter 2:11 says: Dearest ones, I beseech you to abstain from carnal desires, which war against the soul.

Concerning the third enemy, namely the devil, the Apostle says at Ephesians 6:12 and 13: Our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, understand, only, but against princes and powers, against the rulers of the world of these darknesses, against the spiritual things of wickedness in the heavens, that is, for heavenly things. Therefore take up the armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day and, in all things, to stand perfect. Therefore because the Apostle admonishes us to take up the armor of God, we ought on that account to see what arms we ought to use.

II.

On the second, note that Paul at Ephesians 6:14 and following exhorts us to be armed with sixfold armor.

First he admonishes that we gird our loins with the belt of chastity, there: Stand therefore with your loins girded in truth. Indeed the seedbed of lust is said to be in the loins, and on account of this he admonishes that they be girded with true continence, and not merely apparent continence.

Secondly he admonishes that we put on the breastplate of justice, there: And having put on the breastplate of justice. Job 29:14: I was clothed with justice. This breastplate ought to fortify us on every side, so that we harm our neighbor neither in heart, nor in work, nor in mouth. And if we have harmed him in anything, we should satisfy him so fully as we would wish satisfaction to be made to us if we had been harmed.

Thirdly he admonishes that we fortify the feet of our affections with the shoes of peace, there: And having shod the feet in the preparation of Evangelic peace. For it is necessary for us to fortify the feet of our soul with the peace that the Lord handed down in the Gospel, lest they be harmed by the thorns of anger, or bitten by the serpent of envy, and lest they strike against some stone of external disturbance. For John 14:27 says: Peace I leave to you; my peace I give to you.

Fourthly he admonishes that we carry the shield of faith, there: In all things taking up the shield of faith, in which you can extinguish all the fiery darts of the most wicked one, that is, of the devil. On this shield the Lord's cross ought to be carved or painted, and thus, carrying the faith of the Lord's cross on the shoulder of patience, we will be fortified against the missiles of all enemies.

Fifthly he admonishes that we place the helmet of hope on the head. Hence it follows fifthly: And take up the helmet of salvation. The helmet of salvation is hope, which stretches us forth and animates us for grasping eternal salvation. And certainly by this hope the head of our reason ought always to be both armed and adorned.

Sixthly he admonishes that we defend ourselves with the sword of charity: And take up the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, that is, charity, which is especially enjoined by the word of God, Matthew 22:37, 39, and 40, where the Lord says: You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart, and in your whole soul, and in your whole mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments the whole Law and the Prophets hang.

But because a horse too is necessary for a soldier, seventhly he admonishes that we proceed against the enemies on the horse of the Holy Spirit. Hence at Galatians 5:25: If we live by the spirit, let us also walk by the spirit. There the Gloss says that "the Holy Spirit is the guide and author of our liberty." This is the horse that also led the Lord himself into the desert by the Spirit, so that he might be tempted by the devil.

Eighthly, the lance of conversion and confession is necessary. For we can scarcely fight so strenuously, unless we are compelled by the enemies of the soul to totter down to the ground; but as soon as we notice our fall, rising again through contrition and confession, we ought to recover our strength.

III.

Thirdly one must see what the reward is which Christ's victors await. And certainly it is this: the crown of glory. Hence Paul writes, 2 Timothy 2:3, 5: Labor as a good soldier of Christ Jesus... for also he who contends in the contest is not crowned unless he has contended lawfully. Therefore from the contrary, he who has contended lawfully will be crowned, especially with a crown adorned with every precious stone.

May he deign to give us that crown, etc.

Notes

	Wisdom 2:24. (Sap. II, 24.) ↩





Sermon XVIII. On the Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist

SERMON XVIII.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST.

The first living creature was like a lion... And the four living creatures, each one of them, had six wings, and around and within they are full of eyes. Apocalypse 4:7 and 8.

Note that the four Evangelists are figured by those four living creatures which John saw in Apocalypse 4:6 and 7: Around the throne of God, of which the first was like a lion. The second was like a calf. The third was as if having the face of a man. And the fourth was like a flying eagle.

Therefore three things are to be noted here:

I. Why is Saint Mark signified by the lion? II. What is given to be understood by the six wings of the living creatures? III. What is figured by the eyes that it had around and within?

I.

On the first, note that the nature of the lion is this: that by his roar on the third day he raises his cubs, whom the lioness had brought forth dead. And on account of this Blessed Mark is taken by the lion, because he writes more fully than the other Evangelists concerning the resuscitation or Resurrection of the Son of God.

Note also that every Christian ought to be assimilated to those four living creatures that stand before the throne of God. Therefore we too ought to imitate a certain nature of the lion: for when the lion has felt himself to be pursued, he erases with his tail the tracks of his feet, so that he may more cautiously escape the pursuits of the hunter. So we too ought to do: indeed it is necessary for us maturely to erase with the tail of a good end, namely through contrition, confession, and satisfaction, the tracks of evil works which we have made toward hell, lest we fall into the hands of the devil, who is the sharpest hunter of souls. Concerning this hunter it is said in Genesis 10:8 and 9: Nimrod began to be powerful on earth, and he was a strong hunter, namely of men, before the Lord. Nimrod is interpreted tyrant or apostate, and signifies the devil, who exercises the tyranny of cruelty over the souls of the damned, who also labors for this, that he may make the faithful apostatize from God, those who pertain to the fellowship of the elect.

II.

On the second, note that by the six wings of the living creatures are understood six virtues; if the soul has not had them, it will not be able to fly before the most beautiful face of God, but will be sunk like lead into the depth.

The first wing is truth, concerning which the Lord says, Matthew 5:37: Let your speech be yes, yes; no, no. The Gloss says: "Therefore he says twice, Yes yes, no no, so that what you say you may prove by works; what you deny with words, you may not prove or confirm by deeds." But alas, few truly possess this wing, which is lamented in Jeremiah 9:1, 3, 5: Who, he says, will give water to my head and a fountain of tears to my eyes? And below: They have stretched out their tongue like a bow of falsehood, and not of truth... For they have taught their tongue to speak a lie.

The second wing is equity or justice. Concerning this it is said in Wisdom 1:1: Love justice, you who judge the earth. It follows in 5:16, 17: The just will live forever, and their reward is with the Lord, and the thought of them with the Most High... Therefore they receive the kingdom of beauty and the diadem of loveliness from the hand of the Lord.

The third wing is tranquillity or meekness. Concerning this the Lord says, Matthew 5:4: Blessed are the meek, for they will possess the earth, understand, of the living. Likewise, concerning this it is said in Psalm 36:11: But the meek will inherit the earth and will delight in the multitude of peace.

The fourth wing is largess or mercy. Concerning this it is said in James 2:13: Judgment is without mercy to him who has not done mercy; but mercy super-exalts judgment, that is, mercy and largess holds the hand of the judge, lest through sentence he strike the merciful man. But James admonishes that we have mercy on the poor, because they themselves will be judges of the rich; hence it is said in 5:9: Behold, the judge stands before the door.

The fifth wing is chastity or continence. Concerning this it is said in 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18 and 7:1: Do not touch the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to me, says the almighty Lord. Therefore having these promises, dearest ones, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of flesh and spirit, completing sanctification in the fear of God.

The sixth wing is sobriety. And note that the definition of sobriety is this: Sobriety is the virtue by which we restrain excess of food and drink. But sobriety is so necessary that by the Apostle it is enjoined on Bishops and priests, old men and young men, widows and married women. Concerning the first, 1 Timothy 3:2: It is necessary that a Bishop be sober. Concerning the second, to Titus 1:8: It is necessary that a priest be sober. Concerning the third, to Titus 2:1: Speak the things that befit sound doctrine: that old men be sober. Concerning the fourth, to Titus 2:2: Likewise exhort young men that they be sober. Concerning the fifth, 1 Timothy 3:11: It is necessary that women likewise be sober and faithful in all things. Concerning the sixth, to Titus 2:4 and 5: Exhort young women to be sober..., having care of the house.

III.

On the third, note that like winged living creatures, we ought to have eyes around. Therefore it is necessary that we be eyed backward, forward, rightward, and leftward.

First, therefore, we ought to have eyes backward, so that we may look back upon the world, which is to be cast behind, and contemn it. Hence Nahum 3:1, 7: Woe to the city of bloods, wholly of lying... Everyone who has seen you will recoil from you. By the city of bloods is understood this world, which is to be contemned for three reasons. For it is unstable. Hence 1 John 2:17: The world passes away, and its concupiscence. It is also unclean; hence like pitch it stains those clinging to it. For he who touches pitch will be stained by it 1. It is also faithless, because those whom it has stained with unclean kisses and embraces it hands over to eternal damnation, saying with impious Judas: Whomever I shall kiss, he is the one; hold him 2.

Secondly, we ought to have eyes forward, namely so that we may see and fear the judgment of God. Hence Nahum 1:1: God is a jealous God and the Lord avenging; the Lord avenging and having fury; the Lord avenging upon his enemies and he himself being angry with his enemies. Three times he places avenging. For the Lord will avenge on the day of judgment the foul and depraved contrivances of hearts. He will also avenge the shameful and harmful utterances of the mouth. He will nevertheless avenge the unclean and unjust operations of the hands and of the whole body.

Thirdly, we ought to have eyes leftward, so that we may see gehenna, into which those standing at the left are to be sent. Let us flee the things that are deservedly to be fled, on account of the diversity, atrocity, and endlessness of the punishments. Hence the Angel cries out, Zechariah 2:6: O, O flee from the land of the North.

Fourthly, we ought to have eyes rightward, so that we may behold and desire the kingdom of God, into which those to be placed at the right will be introduced; it is worthy to be desired for three reasons: on account of the goodness of that King who will preside over that kingdom, on account of the happiness of one's own body and soul, and on account of the untroubled society of the dearest ones.

Note also that we ought to have eyes within through continual examination and correction of our own self, so that we may daily examine and correct our defects and continually ascend to advancements of virtues.

Therefore pray to the Lord that through the aforesaid things we may so labor to be like the holy Evangelists, that we may merit to stand by the throne of God with praises. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Ecclesiasticus 13:1. (Eccli. XIII, 1.) ↩

	Matthew 26:48. (Matth. XXVI, 48.) ↩





Sermon XIX. On the Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles

SERMON XIX.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES.

The just will stand in great constancy against those who have distressed them and who have taken away their labors. Wisdom 5:1.

Here four things occur to be noted:

I. Who are those who, with Wisdom as witness, will stand? II. When will this happen, that they will stand? III. Who is that prince before whom they will stand? IV. Who are said to be those against whom the just will stand?

I.

On the first, note that those who, with Wisdom as witness, will stand are the just. It is also said above: The just will stand in great constancy. But it must be noted according to etymology that just men are so called as if holding right or rights. And note that, because the number six is the first perfect number, on that account the Lord also, Matthew 5:28 and following, issued a sixfold right; whoever has observed it is rendered just and perfect. Therefore the first right of the Lord, which the Lord issued, admonishes that we exist as chaste and clean even mentally. The second, that we bring forth no oath without necessity. The third, that we flee the corruption of lying. The fourth, that we be fortified against injuries through patience. The fifth, that we carry out the works of true charity. The sixth, that we be found just before God in all things.

1. Concerning the first it is said, Matthew 5:28: You have heard that it was said to the ancients: You shall not commit adultery. But I say to you: Because everyone who has looked at a woman in order to desire her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. Under the name of adultery every illicit delight of the flesh is understood, which is to be fled not only in work but in soul.

2. Concerning the second the Lord says, Matthew 5:33 and following: Again you have heard that it was said to the ancients: You shall not perjure yourself, but you shall render your oaths to the Lord. But I say to you not to swear at all, neither by heaven, because it is the throne of God, nor by earth, because it is the footstool of his feet, nor by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King, nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. This place is to be understood thus: that the Lord prohibits us to swear unless great usefulness or evident necessity requires our oath. Yet nothing ought to compel us to this, that we become perjurers.

3. Concerning the third the Lord says, Matthew 5:37: Let your speech be Yes, yes; no, no. Here he admonishes us to preserve truth, so that we may hold also in the heart the yes or no that we bring forth by mouth.

4. Concerning the fourth the Lord says, Matthew 5:38 and following: You have heard that it was said: An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, not to resist evil; but if anyone has struck you on your right cheek, offer him the other also. And to him who wishes to contend with you in judgment and to take your tunic, leave to him also your cloak. And whoever has compelled you for a thousand paces, go with him another two. Here we are admonished to exist as patient in threefold injury, namely in torture of bodies, there: If anyone has struck you; in loss of things, there: And to contend with you in judgment; in forced services of works, there: Whoever has compelled you.

5. Concerning the fifth, that is, concerning works, the Lord says, Matthew 5:42 and following: Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wishes to borrow from you. It follows: You have heard that it was said to the ancients: You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those persecuting and slandering you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. Therefore the works of true charity consist in four things. First, that we give our things to friends and the poor. Secondly, that we also lend our things to the same without usuries. Thirdly, that we do good to enemies, even ours. Fourthly, that we faithfully pour out prayers for them.

6. Concerning the sixth the Lord says, Matthew 6:1: Take heed that you do not do your justice before men so that you may be seen by them; otherwise you will not have reward with your Father who is in heaven. Note that the Lord thus forbids justice to be done before men, namely lest the praise of men be sought; hence Augustine in the Gloss says: "He does not prohibit being seen so that God may be praised, but being seen so that they themselves may be praised."

Note that the Lord subsequently places three parts of justice, namely almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. Concerning the first, that is, concerning almsgiving, the Lord says, Matthew 6:2: When you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as hypocrites do in synagogues and in streets, so that they may be honored by men. Amen I say to you, they have received their reward. Concerning the second, namely concerning prayer, the Lord says, Matthew 6:5: And when you pray, you will not be like hypocrites, who love to pray standing in synagogues and on the corners of streets, so that they may be seen by men. Amen I say to you, they have received their reward. Concerning the third, that is, concerning fasting, the Lord says, Matthew 6:16: When you fast, do not become like hypocrites, sorrowful; for they disfigure their faces so that they may appear to men to be fasting. Amen I say to you that they have received their reward.

II.

On the second, note that then the just will stand in great constancy, when the day of judgment has arrived, and when the impious, who now seem to be on the right side, are brought over by their own iniquities to the left side, that is, among those to be damned. Hence it is said in Wisdom 4:20: They will come fearful in the thought of their sins, and their iniquities will bring them across from the opposite side. Immediately it follows: Then the just will stand in great constancy.

III.

On the third, note that the just will stand with that prince to whom the Psalmist asks judgment to be committed, praying thus in Psalm 71:2: O God, give your judgment to the king, and your justice to the son of the king. But the Son of the King says in Psalm 74:3: When I have received the time, I will judge justices. Therefore those who now are weak, though truly strong in Christ, will stand; they will stand, I say, before the strongest one; hence Wisdom 5:18, 21: His zeal will take armor, and will arm creation for vengeance on enemies, and the world of lands will fight with him against the senseless. Those also who now are reckoned foolish, although truly they are wise, will stand; they will stand, I say, before the wisest one; hence Wisdom 6:4: He will interrogate your works and search your thoughts. Nevertheless the just will stand, although their justices were contemned; they will stand, I say, before the most just one; hence Wisdom 6:8: He himself made the small and the great, and equally there is care to him concerning all. For those who have guarded justice will be judged justly. Therefore no one will be able to resist that judge by power, no one will be able to deceive him, no one also will be able to corrupt him by money.

IV.

On the fourth, note that the just will stand in great constancy against those who distressed them and who took away their labors, complaining to the Lord about them. And note that demons distress good men in the soul through diverse temptations; they also distress them in body through vexations of infirmities; they themselves also take away the spiritual labors of good men, that is, they daily strive to take them away, and on account of this the just will stand against them in great constancy. Note also that wicked men often distress the good in their bodies, namely by striking them or thrusting them back into prison; and they take away from them their material labors, that is, their things acquired by labors and sweats. And certainly the just poor will stand against them in great constancy, complaining of their injuries to the Lord.

Pray to the Lord, that we may so exist as executors of justice, that we too with the just may merit to stand by the Lord. May he grant this; etc.



Sermon XX. On the Finding of the Holy Cross

SERMON XX.

ON THE FINDING OF THE HOLY CROSS.

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up. John 3:14.

I.

Note that the Lord was exalted, that is, honored, at least three times through the cross: in the Passion, in the finding of the cross, and in the exaltation of the same.

I. First, therefore, the Lord was exalted, that is, honored, in the Passion. For the Son of God, standing on the cross, although in the sight of men he was vile and despised, nevertheless was of great glory before God the Father and his Angels. For if he pleased God the Father in the humility of the Son, by which he subjected himself to be baptized by the hands of a servant, so that, a voice having been sent from the heavens, he would say: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have been pleased 1, much more strongly was he delighted in the humility and charity, in the obedience and patience of the Son, by which he had subjected himself to the hands of enemies to be cruelly killed. For then, with the splendid soldiery of Angels hearing, he could say: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have been well pleased; hear him, and obey him in all things. But this exaltation had been prefigured in the exaltation of that bronze serpent, which Moses had exalted, that is, had hung on a pole in the desert, namely so that those struck by serpents, looking upon him, might be cured from their wounds.

II. Secondly, the Son of God was exalted among men, that is, honored, in the finding of the cross. For then by Constantine, Emperor of the Romans and always Augustus, and by Helena his mother, the glory of the holy cross was wonderfully raised up through the whole world.

III. Thirdly, the Son of God was exalted, that is, honored among men, in the exaltation of the cross, namely when the Emperor Heraclius, existing as victor by the power of the sign of the holy cross, proclaimed the glory of that holy cross with great heraldings of praises. Therefore since the Lord merited to be exalted, both before God and before men, by such manifold exaltation through the material cross, it is necessary that we too be found on a cross, if we desire to attain the exaltation of eternal blessedness.

II.

And note that, as is believed and firmly asserted by certain people, five woods came together for the Lord's cross, namely cedar wood, cypress wood, palm wood, rose wood, and olive wood. And these woods are noted in order in Ecclesiasticus 24:17, 18, and 19, where it is said in the person of the cross: I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon and like a cypress on Mount Sion; I was exalted like a palm in Kadesh and like a planting of rose in Jericho, like a beautiful olive tree in the fields. But by these woods are noted fervent contrition, pure confession, bestowal of alms, maceration of the flesh, and devout prayer.

1. Therefore first note that the base of the holy cross was from cedar wood. For a certain cedar trunk was set into rock, and upon this trunk, hollowed out above, the holy cross was placed, and that trunk was as it were the foot of the holy cross. But this base or cedar foot signifies fervent contrition. For just as cedar wood, when it has been burned, drives away serpents by its odor, so also, where the heart burns kindled by the fire of contrition, all demons are put to flight, as is clear in Blessed Mary Magdalene, from whom, because she burned with the fire of contrition beside the feet of the Lord, seven demons went out, as Luke 8:2 testifies. But the Lord must be asked to give us filial contrition. For many at the hour of death seem to be contrite and to grieve; yet that contrition or grief proceeds more from servile fear than from filial love, for they fear more to be tortured by infernal torments than to be deprived of the sweet vision of God. And certainly there are few such persons who, if they recover, do not fall back into their former sins.

2. Secondly note that the wood which ascended upward from the trunk was cypress, and signifies pure and entire confession. For the cypress, as the Book of the Degrees of Constantine testifies, heals wounds of the intestines; so also pure confession heals wounds of souls. But just as the Lord lay against this wood with his whole body, which was from the feet upward to the shoulders, so too a man ought to confess all his sins which he has committed either by affection or thought or operation. For affection is noted by the feet, thought proceeds from the heart, and operation is understood by the shoulders.

3. Thirdly note that the transverse wood, to which the Lord's hands were fastened, was from palm, and signifies the bestowal of alms. For just as the fruit of the palm, although awaited for a long time, is nevertheless of much sweetness, so also the Lord, although he is moved for some time, will at last lavish on the givers of alms the great and inestimable sweetness of blessed retribution; hence it is said in Psalm 30:20: How great is the multitude of your sweetness, Lord, which you have hidden for those fearing you.

4. Fourthly note that, as certain people have said, a certain peg was added to the Lord's cross, which cross was then made in the form of Tau (T), and this peg was from rose wood, which is of great quantity in the parts across the sea. That peg signifies maceration of the flesh. For just as the rose is cold and fragrant, and on account of this wonderfully restrains rheum, so also the bodies of those who macerate their flesh through fasts and through continence are cooled against the heat of vices; they also become of good odor in the sight of the Lord, like an evening sacrifice. Every flow of lust in them is also restrained and dried up.

5. Fifthly note that to the aforesaid peg a certain tablet was fastened crosswise, on which was written: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews 2, and this tablet was from olive, and figures devout prayer. For just as olive oil soothes the pains of the body and surpasses the other humors, so also devout prayer soothes and placates the anger of God. For an authority says: "Prayer soothes God, a tear compels him; this one anoints, that one pierces." Moreover devout prayer is borne upward through purity of life and the lightness of innocence, and, in order that it may conduct the business of man, presents itself to the paternal face.

III.

Note also that just as Jesus Christ was fixed to his cross, so also we ought to be fixed to our aforesaid cross by four nails, so that in it, in imitation of Christ, we may finally persist even to death.

Therefore the first nail is fear of uncertain death. For since death is uncertain, a man ought to be prepared against it daily; it ought also to be awaited at every hour. Hence Seneca: "If death is to be feared, it is always to be feared; for what time is exempt from death?"

The second nail is fear of the just judge. Hence the judge himself says in Psalm 74:3: When I have accepted, that is, received, the time, I will judge justices. Note that he does not simply say justice, but justices; for he himself will judge justly not only in the persons of the poor, but also in the persons of the rich.

The third nail is fear of the dreadful prison. For the prison of the impious is filled with all miseries.

The fourth nail is fear of the most cruel torturer. The devil will rage tirelessly against the wretched ones handed over to him. "For there, as Augustine says, neither does he who is tortured die, nor is he who tortures wearied."

Therefore pray to the Lord, dearest ones, that we may so be found on our cross, that we may be gathered with joy into the kingdom of Jesus. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Matthew 3:17. (Matth. III, 17.) ↩

	John 19:19. (Joan. XIX, 19.) ↩





Sermon XXI. On the Nativity of Blessed John the Baptist, Opening

SERMON XXI.

ON THE NATIVITY OF BLESSED JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The child was growing, and was being strengthened by the Spirit, and he was in the deserts until the day of his showing to Israel. Luke 1:80.

Four things are principally to be noted here:

I. In what things did this child, that is, Blessed John, grow? II. Against what things was he strengthened by the Holy Spirit? III. Why did he wish to dwell in the deserts? IV. For what purpose did he show himself to the children of Israel?

I.

On the first, note that this venerable child, namely John the Baptist, grew in two things, that is, in love of God and in the action of good work. But he grew so much in these two things that he was made a very bright lamp burning and shining: burning through love of God, and shining through good operation. Hence the Son of God himself testifies concerning him, John 5:35: John, he says, was a lamp burning and shining. We also, dearest ones, in imitation of Blessed John, ought to grow in love of God and in good action: namely so that from day to day we may love God more ardently and may serve him more strongly from time to time. But alas! today many do the contrary. For once they loved God more and served him more than now



Sermon XXI. On the Nativity of Blessed John the Baptist, Conclusion

do, have served. And certainly this is sufficiently monstrous, that a great man meanwhile daily decreases, so that at last he is turned into a small grain.

II.

On the second, note that he was strengthened by the Holy Spirit against a fourfold spirit, namely against the spirit of pride, of avarice, of lust, and of gluttony. For these four spirits are the four wheels in the chariot of the devil, in which many and innumerable persons are led away to perpetual punishments.

I. Therefore he was strengthened by the Holy Spirit against the spirit of pride. Indeed he was of distinguished humility; hence it is said, Luke 3:15 and 16: While the people were thinking, and all were considering in their hearts concerning John, whether perhaps he himself was the Christ, John answered, saying to all: One stronger than I will come, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to loose. Behold how much he humbles himself. Therefore it is good that we too imitate the humility of John. His humility is also attended to in the vileness of his garments; for John himself, as is said in Matthew 3:4, had a garment of camel hairs and a leathern girdle around his loins.

II. He also received strength from the Holy Spirit against the spirit of avarice. For that he cared nothing about money, which today is seen and received so willingly, is clearly apparent from this, that he was accustomed to flatter no man. For when the company of the Pharisees and Sadducees came in crowds to baptism, he said to them: Offspring of vipers, who has shown you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bring forth fruit worthy of penance 1. As if he were saying: Do not trust only in my baptism, because you believe that through this alone you are to be saved, unless you also carry out true penance for your excesses. John also reproved King Herod himself concerning his vices, saying to him, Mark 6:18: It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife. Alas, how grave are the sins that today are hidden by Prelates and judges because of money.

III. The Holy Spirit also strengthened John against the spirit of fornication and lust. Hence he himself also remained in virginity from his mother's womb until death, and because of the privilege of virginity he merited to point out the virginal Lamb, the Son of the Virgin, with a virginal finger, and also to baptize him with virginal hands. That he pointed out the Lamb of God, John the Evangelist bears witness, 1:29, where he says: John saw Jesus coming to him, and says: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sin of the world. That he also baptized Christ, Matthew 3:13 bears witness, where he says: Jesus came from Galilee into the Jordan to John, that he might be baptized by him. Therefore blessed is he who has imitated his chastity.

IV. He was also strengthened by the Holy Spirit against the spirit of gluttony. Hence Matthew 3:4 says: His food was locusts and wild honey. The Gloss says: "Morally, in the garment of John we are taught to use rough things for restraining the flesh; in food, that we use foods not prepared by art, but natural foods."

III.

On the third, note that he remained in deserts for three reasons.

The first cause was so that he would not be stained in the vessels of his senses by worldly delights. Hence Seneca says: "The conversation of many persons is hostile. For there is no one who does not either recommend some vice to us, or impress it on us, or reveal it to us when we are unaware; certainly the greater the crowd with whom we mingle, the more danger there is. Nothing, however, is so damaging to good morals as to sit at some spectacle. I return more avaricious, more ambitious, indeed more cruel and inhuman, because I have been among men."

Likewise, for this reason he remained in deserts, that he might meditate more freely in the law of his God. He was that blessed man of whom one reads at the beginning of Psalm 1:1: Blessed is the man who has not gone away in the counsel of the impious, and has not stood in the way of sinners, and has not sat in the chair of pestilence.

The third cause why he remained in deserts is this: so that he might speak more secretly in prayer with God and the Angels. It is also good that we, for the three aforesaid reasons, flee the depraved company of men.

IV.

On the fourth, note that at last he showed himself to the children of Israel for three reasons.

The first cause was so that he might instruct them toward faith and rectitude of life. Hence it is said, Luke 3:8 and 9: Bring forth fruits worthy of penance... For now the axe is set to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree not producing good fruit will be cut down and cast into the fire. He also admonished the crowds, saying: He who has two tunics, let him give to him who does not have, and he who has foods, let him do likewise (3:11). He also said to Publicans: Do nothing more than what has been appointed to you (3:13). He also taught soldiers, saying: Strike no one, and do not make false accusation; and be content with your pay (3:14).

The second cause of his showing himself was so that he might foretell the double coming of the Lord. Hence Matthew 3:11 says: He who is to come after me is stronger than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire. These things are said concerning the first coming of the Lord. For he, coming in flesh, instituted the baptism of the stream, in which by the power of the Holy Spirit we are cleansed; if an abundance of this is not had, a man will be able to be baptized in the fire of contrition or of suffering. It follows concerning the second coming, Matthew 3:12: His fan is in his hand, and he will cleanse his threshing floor, and he will gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with inextinguishable fire. The Gloss says: "The fan is the examination of judgment, by which those light and empty of the fruit of good work are discerned."

The third cause why John showed himself is so that he might baptize believers and penitents. Hence it is said, Matthew 3:5 and 6: Jerusalem went out to John, and all Judea, and every region around the Jordan; and they were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

Let us, dearest ones, also imitate John in the three aforesaid things, namely so that we reform our morals from vices to virtues, so that we daily foretell to ourselves the coming of judgment, and so that we amend ourselves from the filths of our sins in our own tears.

Therefore pray to the Lord, that we may so carry out the aforesaid things, that we may merit to attain the fellowship of the Angels, etc.

Notes

	Matthew 3:7 and 8. (Matth. III, 7 et 8.) ↩





Sermon XXII. On the Feast of Blessed Peter the Apostle

SERMON XXII.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED PETER THE APOSTLE.

Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona, because flesh and blood has not revealed it to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I say to you, that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. Matthew 16:17 and 18.

Note that in the present Gospel the Lord beatifies and commends Blessed Peter, the prince of the Apostles, and in this commendation calls him Simon Bar-Jona and Peter. Now Simon is interpreted obedient; Barjona, son of the dove; and Peter is called firm.

I.

On the first, note that he calls him Simon, that is, obedient, on account of two things: namely on account of the execution of the Lord's command, and on account of the fulfillment of the Angelic admonition.

1. Concerning the execution of the Lord's command it is said in Matthew 4:18 and following, that Jesus, walking beside the sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea. And he said to them: Come after me, and I will make you become fishers of men. But they immediately, having left the nets, followed him.

We also, dearest ones, in imitation of this Blessed Simon, ought to leave behind a threefold net and come after the Lord.

The first is the net of pride. Concerning this Habakkuk 1:13 and 15 says: Why, O Lord, are you silent while the impious man devours one more just than himself?... He lifted up the whole in his hook, he drew it in his dragnet, and gathered it into his net. For pride is the net of the devil, through which nevertheless he himself first fell; and although he fell through it, nevertheless he still through that very thing draws those dwelling in a high place.

The second is the net of avarice. Concerning this Isaiah 19:4 and 8 says: I will hand over, says the Lord, Egypt into the hand of cruel lords... The fishers will mourn, and those spreading the net over the face of the waters will wither. Egypt is this world, which on the day of judgment will be handed over into the hands of cruel lords, that is, of demons; for demons will then rage against the men of this world. And then the fishers, that is, the avaricious, who had spread the net of avarice over the face of the world, will wither, when a poverty of every good has fallen upon them.

The third is the net of lust. Concerning this it is said, Proverbs 7:6 and following, pass.: From the window of my house through the lattices I looked out, and I consider a senseless young man, who passes through the streets... And behold, a woman meets him in the clothing of a harlot, prepared for capturing souls. And below: She entangled him with many speeches, and with flatteries of lips drew him on. Immediately he follows her like an ox led to a victim, and like a wanton lamb, and, as a fool, not knowing that he is being drawn to chains, until the arrow pierces his liver. The arrow, according to the Gloss, is the sentence of the judge, by which the hearts of the lustful will be pierced through on the day of judgment.

2. Concerning the fulfillment of the Angelic admonition one reads in the Acts of the Apostles, 12:6 and following, where it is said that when the Apostle Peter had been sent to Jerusalem into the Herodian prison, and at night slept between two soldiers, bound with two chains: ... behold, the Angel of the Lord stood by, and light shone in the dwelling; and, having struck Peter's side, he awakened him, saying: Rise quickly. And the chains fell from his hands. And the Angel added: Gird yourself, and put your sandals on your feet... Wrap your garment around you, and follow me. And it is said there that Peter did so. Note that by Herod, who is interpreted boasting in skins, the devil is signified. For he glories in his skins, that is, in his wickedness and craftiness. But by Peter in this place any sinner is designated, whom Herod, that is, the devil, holds bound in the prison of criminal sins by his strong guard. But by the Angel divine grace is figured, which comes with light, that is, with true recognition of oneself it is brought to the sinner; it also touches the side of the sinner, that is, with compunction it makes him remember that for his sake the side of his Savior was struck by a lance.

And note that just as Peter obeyed the Angel in his bodily liberation, so it is necessary that we sinners obey the grace of God in our spiritual liberation. For this, as can be proved from what has been set forth, five things are required.

The first is that we rise quickly from the bed of foul and criminal pleasure. For he who has not risen from the bed of transitory delight will be sent into the bed of eternal tribulation. Hence concerning Jezebel, who is interpreted dunghill, and signifies the pleasure of the flesh, it is said in Apocalypse 2:22: Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and those who commit adultery with her will be in the greatest tribulation.

The second is that we gird ourselves with the girdle of chastity. For he who has not been girded with the girdle of chastity will be girded with very rough cords under the pressure of perpetual foulness. Hence it is said in Job 12:18: He loosens the belt of kings and girds their loins with a cord. By the belt is understood temporal glory, which, in those persons, if they ruled themselves badly, will be dissolved; and their loins will be girded with the cord of eternal roughness.

The third is that we fortify the feet of our affections with shoes, that is, with examples of the Saints. For he who has not shod the feet of his soul with the examples of the Saints will be bitten by the bite of worms and scorpions, and will be torn by the teeth of infernal beasts. Hence Ecclesiasticus 39:35 and 36 says: All these things were created for vengeance: the teeth of beasts, scorpions, and serpents.

The fourth is that we clothe ourselves with the cloak of charity. For he who has not been covered with the garment of charity, having been cast out from the Lord's banquet, will be subject to eternal confusion. Hence Apocalypse 3:18 says: I counsel you to be clothed with white garments, and let not the confusion of your nakedness appear. Hence also 1 Peter 4:8 says: Charity covers the multitude of sins.

The fifth is that we follow the grace of the Lord leading us through the way of penance, through the way of justice, and through the way of patience. For these three are necessary for us, namely so that through penance we may punish in ourselves those things that we have done badly, so that through justice we may henceforth persist in good work, and so that through patience we may endure whatever adverse thing has happened to us.

II.

On the second, note that Peter is called Barjona by the Lord. But Barjona is interpreted son of the dove, that is, of the Holy Spirit. Therefore Peter was a son of the dove, that is, of the Holy Spirit, through true confession of faith and through sincere love of the Lord.

He professed true faith in Matthew 16:16, where he says to the Lord: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. These words were expounded above on the feast of the Chair of Saint Peter 1.

That he also sincerely loved the Lord is clear in John 21:15 and following, where, when the Lord asked Peter three times whether he loved him, Peter also answered three times: Lord, you know that I love you. As if he were saying: I love you from every thought of the heart, from every utterance of the mouth, from every display of work. Therefore, dearest ones, because it is impossible to please God without faith and without charity, we ought continually to implore him, that he may grant us true faith and perfect charity.

III.

On the third, note that the Lord called Peter the principal one of the Apostles. Now Peter is the same as firm. And truly he was firm and constant through the sentence of strict punishment, and through strong endurance of Judaic persecution and of Neronian suffering.

Therefore Peter was firm and constant in the sentence of just punishment that he pronounced against Ananias and Sapphira, who, falling to the ground under the words of his rebuke, breathed their last. He also pronounced a strong sentence against Simon Magus, saying to him: May your money be with you unto perdition 2.

He was also firm in the endurance of Judaic persecution. For Peter and the other Apostles went rejoicing from the sight of the council, because they had been deemed worthy to suffer insult for the name of Jesus 3. Finally he also strongly endured the suffering of martyrdom.

Therefore pray, dearest ones, to the Lord, that we may so imitate Blessed Peter in all things, that we may continually rejoice together with him before God in the kingdom. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Compare above, Sermon XIII. (Cf. superius, Serm. XIII.) ↩

	Acts 8:20. (Act. VIII, 20.) ↩

	Acts 5:41. (Act. V, 41.) ↩





Sermon XXIII. In Commemoration of Blessed Paul the Apostle

SERMON XXIII.

IN COMMEMORATION OF BLESSED PAUL THE APOSTLE.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith. For the rest, a crown of justice has been laid up for me, which the Lord, the just judge, will render to me on that day. 2 Timothy 4:7 and 8.

These are words that Blessed Paul, who is the glorious light of all the Churches, writes concerning himself. Hence in the words set forth there are four things to be noted:

I. What is the good fight that he fought? II. What is the course that he completed? III. What is the faith that he kept? IV. What is the crown that the Lord prepared for him?

I.

On the first, note that Blessed Paul fought the good fight, because he triumphed in the fight. But he had a threefold fight: namely

1. Against the restless flesh. 2. Against an evil man. And 3. Against the stubborn demon. He conquered the restlessness of the flesh through disciplined continence. He overcame the malice of men through patience. He trampled down the stubbornness of demons through displeasure with himself.

1. Concerning the victory over the first enemy, that is, of the flesh, the Apostle writes in 1 Corinthians 9:26 and 27: Thus I fight, not as if beating the air, but I chastise my body and bring it into servitude, lest perhaps when I have preached to others, I myself should become reprobate.

2. That he also through patience overcame all tribulations inflicted on him by men, he testifies at Romans 8:37: Who will separate us from the charity of Christ? Tribulation? Or distress? Or hunger? Or nakedness? Or danger? Or persecution? Or sword? (As it is written: Because for your sake we are put to death all day long; we have been reckoned as sheep for slaughter). But in all these things we overcome because of him who loved us.

3. He also conquered the stubbornness of the demon, when it was attacking him through pride and empty glory, by humility and displeasure with himself. Hence it is said in 1 Corinthians 15:8 and 9: Last of all, as to one born out of due time, Christ was seen also by me. For I am the least of the Apostles, who am not worthy to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God. But he humbles himself, writing thus, 1 Timothy 1:15: The saying is faithful and worthy of every acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into this world to make sinners safe, of whom I am the first. The Gloss says, that is, "the worse."

Therefore we ought to imitate the Apostle, namely so that we conquer the lust of the flesh through splendid continence; likewise so that we overcome the malice of men through strong patience; and thirdly so that we trample down demonic pride through true displeasure with ourselves. Hence he himself also writes, 1 Timothy 6:12: Fight the good fight.

II.

On the second, note, namely concerning the course, what the Apostle himself writes, 1 Corinthians 9:26, 24: I so run, not as if into uncertainty. He also there invites us to running, saying thus: Do you not know that those who run in the stadium all indeed run, but one receives the prize? So run that you may grasp it. But note that for one running, in order that he may grasp the prize, three things are necessary. The first is the laying aside of a burden and bundles. The second is the warning away of all obstacles. The third is love of the thing on account of which and toward which one runs. Concerning these three things the Apostle says at Hebrews 12:1 and 2: Laying aside every weight, and the sin that surrounds us, let us run through patience to the contest set before us, looking toward Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, who, with the joy set before him, endured the cross, despising confusion, and sits at the right hand of the throne of God.

Therefore the Apostle admonishes us to run through patience of present adversities to the kingdom of God, where there is true rest. He also admonishes us to lay aside and cast away every mortal sin. Indeed mortal sin, like a heavy weight, burdens and presses a man. It also impedes and closes off his way, by which one runs to God. Moreover the Apostle admonishes us that, because of adversities and wearinesses that occur to us in the way of God, we should not cease from the course, but should always look upon sweet Jesus, on account of whom and toward whom we run. Thus also Jesus himself once, when he was about to suffer, foreseeing and looking upon the joy of the Resurrection set before him by the Father, endured the contemptible and bitter cross, despising confusion.

III.

On the third, note that Blessed Paul testifies that he kept the faith. But the Apostle kept faith with God in four ways. I. For he did not violate what he promised to God in baptism under the hand of Ananias. 2. He proclaimed the Gospel of Christ tirelessly and fearlessly. 3. He faithfully preserved the things of God, that is, the souls entrusted to him. 4. No disadvantage at all separated him from the friendship of God.

Thus we too ought to keep this fourfold faith with God.

1. For we ought not in any way to violate the promise made in baptism, and every vow that we have emitted. Hence Ecclesiastes 5:3 says: If you have vowed anything to God, do not delay to render it; for an unfaithful and foolish promise displeases him.

2. We also ought to announce to our neighbors the things useful for their souls. For the Lord commanded each one concerning his neighbor, as Ecclesiasticus 17:12 says. Hence it is said in Apocalypse 22:17: The Spirit and the bride say: Come. And he who hears, let him say: Come. The bridegroom is Jesus Christ; the bride is the Church triumphant. These say to each person existing in the Church militant that he should come. And whoever has heard the words of the bridegroom and the bride through inspiration, let him say to his neighbor: Come.

3. We ought also faithfully to reserve for God the thing most dear to God, that is, our soul. Hence Psalm 118:109 says: My soul is always in my hands. Likewise, Job 13:14: I carry my soul in my hands. Moreover, we ought not to separate ourselves from Christ because of any disadvantage. Hence Paul at Romans 8:38 and 39 says: I am certain that neither death, nor life..., nor, understand, a good or evil present thing, or future things..., nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the charity of God.

IV.

On the fourth, note that in the crown that was given to Blessed Paul, and that will be given to every man fighting well, completing the course, and keeping the faith, there are four principal stones, namely topaz, emerald, carbuncle, and sapphire.

1. By topaz, which among all gems is said to be greatest and which shines with every color, whose principal color nevertheless is nearer to gold, the Father is understood, through whom omnipotence is given.

2. By emerald, which holds the principality of all shining gems and which, when well placed, returns images in the manner of a mirror, the Son is expressed, through whom all knowledge is given.

3. By carbuncle, which surpasses all burning gems in power and which sends out rays in the manner of burning coal, the Holy Spirit is figured, through whom most fervent charity is given.

4. By sapphire, in which a star glows, and which has a color similar to heaven, and which has much power for restoring peace, the Virgin Mary is designated, from whom inestimable brightness shines forth. There will be several other gems in the crown, by which are understood special joys that the elect soul will receive from all the orders of Angels and from each choir and seat of the elect.

Therefore pray to the Lord, that with Blessed Paul we may so fight the good fight, and so complete our course, and so also keep faith with the Lord, that at last, receiving the crown of glory from the hand of the Lord, we may exult. May he grant this to us, etc.



Sermon XXIV. On the Feast of Blessed Margaret

SERMON XXIV.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED MARGARET.

The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant man, seeking good pearls. And having found one precious pearl, he went away and sold all that he had and bought it. Matthew 13:45 and 46.

Four things are to be noted here:

I. Who is the merchant man who sought good pearls? II. What is the precious pearl that he found? III. How ought we also to be good merchants? IV. What is the precious pearl that it is necessary for us to buy?

I.

On the first, note that the merchant man who sought good pearls and seeks them is the Son of God himself, Jesus Christ, who came from heaven to earth, so that he might seek good pearls, that is, the souls of the predestined, to call them back to the heavenly kingdoms; indeed the souls of the predestined are called good pearls, from which the gates of that glorious city of God, the new Jerusalem, shine. But Blessed Virgin Mary led that merchant down to the earth; for she was the ship of that noble dealer of whom it is said in Proverbs 31:14: She was made like the ship of a dealer, bringing her bread from afar. Concerning this dealer or merchant Augustine says: "O good merchant, we give thanks to you, because you have redeemed us!"

II.

On the second, note that the precious pearl that this merchant sought, found, and bought is Blessed Margaret. For he then sought her when from the beginning and before the ages he predestined her to glory. He then found her when he assumed flesh for her. He then bought her when he sold all things that he had on earth in order to possess her, namely when, about to be suspended on the cross, he stripped off all his garments, and when he gave his beloved soul into the hand of enemies, as is said in Jeremiah 12:7, and when he poured out his precious blood.

And note that just as it has been said concerning Blessed Margaret, so also Christ sought, found, and bought every other holy virgin, indeed every Christian and elect person.

Note that Blessed Margaret is rightly called a pearl, both because of the consonance of the word and also because of the many properties of the pearl.

The first of these is that a pearl is found in sea shells. And what was Theodosius, Patriarch of the Gentiles, the father of this girl, if not a certain sea shell? For he was being tossed by the waves of this world, and was dwelling in the wave of unbelief.

The second property is that that pearl which is pierced through by nature is more commendable than one that is pierced through by violence. Thus Blessed Margaret also was commendable through voluntary obedience. Indeed, not compelled, she humbled herself to this, that she would feed the sheep of her nurse. For the natural perforation of a pearl signifies voluntary obedience. From this let children be admonished to obey their parents in those things that are toward God. Hence Paul says at Ephesians 6:1: Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is just. Likewise, at Colossians 3:20: Children, obey your parents in all things; for this is pleasing in the Lord.

The third property is that that pearl which is white and bright is nobler than one that grows yellow; for youth and morning dew made that one white and bright, while old age and evening dew led this one into darkness. Thus Blessed Margaret also is commendable on account of virginal brightness. For the virginal whiteness that she offered to God, when she was fifteen years old, when, namely, youthful fervor flourished in her, is praised more in this girl than chastity is praised in a widow who then first offers it to God when she is around fifty or sixty years old, when namely the fire of youth has grown tepid in her. Therefore because of this virginal purity the immense dragon that wished to swallow Margaret was able to prevail in nothing against her, but was burst apart.

Likewise, because of the virginal brightness of Margaret, the very dark prison into which she was sent was illuminated by divine light.

Moreover, because of the cleanness of this virgin, a snow-white dove coming from heaven and bringing a golden crown sat upon her shoulders and consoled her. Therefore it is good, dearest ones, that, fleeing the uncleanness of fornication, we be chaste and clean, lest we be swallowed by the mouth of the infernal dragon, and lest we be cast into the outer darkness, but so that we may merit to be crowned with a crown of glory.

The fourth property of pearls is that they are said to have power against the heat of fevers. Thus Blessed Margaret also obtained from the Lord that whoever has venerated her and implored her in every necessity of his, will feel pious and swift relief.

The fifth property of pearls is that they have power against syncope and a cardiac passion. Hence from them a certain electuary is made, which is called diamargariton. And truly Blessed Margaret, through the marvelous constancy that she had in very grave torments, strengthens all the timid, and confounds us old men and rustic people, who are able to endure so few things for the Lord.

1. For when she was unwilling to deny Christ Jesus, she was suspended in the air, and was so gravely beaten with rods that blood flowed down from her body in the manner of a little stream.

2. Likewise, she was suspended in the air, and her flesh was torn by very savage claws.

3. She was stripped and suspended in the air, and her sides were set on fire with burning lamps.

4. With hands and feet bound, she was sent into water, so that she might be submerged.

5. And she was beheaded with a sharp sword, and thus the Angels, receiving her soul, carried it into the joyful embraces of her spouse, Jesus Christ.

Who, considering these things, does not receive courage, so that he may suffer the light and momentary labors of this life for the Lord? Therefore Blessed Margaret is that noble diamargariton, which we ought to take for restoring the strength of our heart.

III.

On the third, note that we also ought to be merchants, namely so that we give the things that we have for the sake of the things that we do not have. But we have three things, namely goods, body, and soul.

First, therefore, we ought faithfully to distribute our goods among the needy. Hence the Lord says, Luke 12:33: Sell the things that you possess, and give alms. But alas, certain people not only do not give their own things to the needy, but even receive from the poor the very thing that they have.

Secondly, we ought also to bind our body to spiritual exercises, namely that we weep, keep watch, pray, fast, and carry out other labors of the body, in so far, however, as this body of ours is able to endure it.

Thirdly, we ought to commend our soul to faithful depositaries, namely to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Hence the Apostle, 2 Timothy 1:12: I know whom I have believed, and I am certain that he is able to keep my deposit unto that day.

IV.

On the fourth, note that that precious pearl which we ought to purchase with goods, body, and soul is sweet Jesus Christ himself. This precious pearl was found in that noble sea shell, namely in the Virgin Mary. And this pearl is called precious, that is, gracious before all things. Concerning this it is said, Wisdom 7:8 and 9: I set her before kingdoms and thrones, and I reckoned riches to be nothing in comparison with her; nor did I compare to her a precious stone, because all gold in comparison with her is a little sand, and silver will be reckoned as mud in her sight.

Therefore let us pray to the Lord, that we may labor so efficaciously for his precious Son, that we may receive him as the reward of our labors. May he grant this, etc.



Sermon XXV. On the Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene, Opening

SERMON XXV.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE.

Jesus said to the woman: Your faith has made you safe; go in peace. Luke 7:50.

Principally three things are to be noted here:

I. What is the woman whom Jesus addresses? II. What is the faith through which she is saved? III. What is the peace in which she is told to walk?

I.

On the first, note that this woman is Blessed Mary Magdalene, who according to the etymology of this word is called woman in two ways. For woman is said as if soft to the master, or woman is said as if softening the master. And note that master is the same as lord. But there are two masters, or lords, namely God and the devil. Concerning these two lords Truth itself says, Matthew 6:24: No one can serve two lords. Therefore Blessed Mary Magdalene is called woman, that is, soft to the master, that is, to the devil. For she herself, since she was as wax, was soft to him, that is, obedient for sinning. Hence one reads in the present Gospel: And behold, a woman who was a sinner in the city 1. But the sins of this sinful woman are sharpened by this, that she sinned manifestly and with many persons.

1. But that she sinned manifestly is suggested by this, that it is said, Behold. For behold is an adverb of demonstrating.

2. That she also sinned with many persons is shown by this, that there follows, Who was in the city. For she did not sin in some small little village, but in a city, where there were many who, enticed by her beauty, desired her lust. But so that where offense abounded grace might superabound, as the Apostle says at Romans 5:20, Mary Magdalene, visited by divine mercy, just as she had previously been woman, that is, soft to the master, that is, to the devil, so also afterward was made woman, that is, softening the master, that is, her sweet Creator, through the sincerity of penance, in which she persisted so seriously that her countenances were no longer changed into diverse things, as one reads in the first book of Kings 1:18 concerning Hannah, the mother of Samuel. For the penance that she began by falling down at the feet of her Savior she held so firm and inviolate that thereafter no dissolute act or countenance, or even any hilarity, was ever seen in her.

By this we are admonished not to abandon so easily the penances enjoined on us. For there are many who, immediately on the very most holy Paschal day, abandon the penances enjoined on them in Lent, running off to dances and to taverns; indeed, there are very many who, as soon as they have withdrawn from the Priest, have forgotten the penance enjoined on them.

II.

On the second, note that the faith of Mary Magdalene was this, namely that she believed Jesus Christ had come for receiving penitent sinners. She also believed that he would come for the condemnation of those who have not done penance. And this twofold faith made her safe. For it suggested to her that, with sins left behind, she should run to the kind and sweet receiver of penitents, lest afterward she fall into the hands of the most severe Judge punishing.

And note that this faith of Mary Magdalene was supported by three companions, namely by fear, sorrow, and love.

Fear is noted in this, that she stood behind, and that she approached not the head but the feet. For those who fear that they have offended their masters do not dare to present themselves before the faces of those whom they offended; yet if they have approached, they are cast down rather at their feet than ask that a kiss be given to them.

Sorrow is shown in this, that she watered the feet of our Lord with most bitter tears, and that she wiped those same feet with her hairs, which she had often adorned pompously.

But love is declared in this, that she kissed the feet of the Lord, because a kiss is a sign of love. Her love is suggested in this, that she anointed the feet of Jesus with precious ointment. For if she had not loved him, she would not have made such expenses around such an ointment. Moreover the Lord himself clearly declares that she loved him, speaking thus to the Pharisee: I say to you: Many sins are forgiven her 2.

Therefore it is good, dearest ones, that we too have the faith of Mary Magdalene and the companions of her faith, namely that we believe the Lord is ready for the reception of sinners, if they have been converted to him from the whole heart; let us also believe that he is already girded for vengeance on sinners, if they have been unwilling to return maturely to him through penance. The first will have power for this, that from the consolation of crimes we may not fall into despair. The second will admonish us not to defer our penance from day to day through too much presumption concerning divine mercy.

We ought also to have the companions of her faith, namely fear, sorrow, and love. For fear expels sin, which fouls a man. Sorrow washes away the stains of expelled sin. But love, once sins have been washed away, brings upon them the adornment of good work.

Concerning fear it is said, Ecclesiasticus 1:27 and 28: The fear of the Lord expels sin; for he who is without fear will not be able to be justified.

Concerning sorrow the Lord says through Isaiah 1:16: Wash yourselves, be clean, take away the evil of your thoughts from my eyes.

Concerning love it is said, 1 Peter 4:8: Charity covers a multitude of sins. Therefore love covers a multitude of sins, as a little bundle of delightful flowers covers some place that has recently been cleansed from filths.

But that the aforesaid three things are necessary for us is proved by a likeness. For if you were about to receive some noble and honorable guest, and some unclean animal had fouled your house, first it would be necessary that that animal be expelled; secondly, that the uncleanness it had left behind be cast out; thirdly, that where the defilement of the unclean animal had lain, the place be strewn with an adornment of flowers.

III.

One must see what the peace is concerning which it is said to Mary Magdalene: Go in peace 3. And note that this peace is called divine friendship. Therefore it is said: Go in peace. As if he were saying to her: go and be certain that I am your friend. Be certain also that henceforth the enemy will not be able to prevail against you.

And note that in many things the Lord showed Mary Magdalene the signs of true friendship.

1. For the Lord allowed her familiarly to sit at his feet, and commended her part more than the part of her sister, as is said in Luke 10:43.

2. The Lord also, when she was weeping, wept, and at her prayers raised Lazarus, as John 11:33 bears witness. The Lord also appeared to her after his Resurrection before any of the Disciples, as one reads in John 20:14 and 15.

3. The Lord also, for many years after his Ascension, lifted her into the air by the ministry of Angels, and there at certain hours satisfied her with heavenly sweetness, as is found written concerning her.

Therefore blessed is he whose friend God has been. But if we wish, we can spiritually purchase the friendship of God through four things, namely through purity of body, humility of heart, mildness of mind, and largess of alms. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Luke 7:37. (Luc. VII, 37.) ↩

	Luke 7:47. (Luc. VII, 47.) ↩

	Luke 7:50. (Luc. VII, 50.) ↩





Sermon XXVI. On the Same Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene

SERMON XXVI.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE.

Many sins are forgiven her, because she loved much. Luke 7:49.

I.

But since foolish women sin especially in three things by attracting foolish young men, namely with eyes, hair, and kisses, by making illicit sights of the eyes and by loving luxuriously.

1. They sin with the eyes. Hence Isaiah 3:16 says: And they walked with beckonings of the eyes. Proverbs 6:12 and 13: A useless man walks with a perverse mouth; he winks with the eyes. 2 Peter 2:13: Reveling in their banquets, etc.

2. Likewise, they sin with their hair by adorning it with pearls, and by arranging and dyeing it. Against this 1 Peter 3:1 and 3 says: Let women be subject to their husbands... whose adornment should not be outward braiding of hair or encircling with gold. 1 Timothy 2:9: Women adorning themselves in ornate dress with modesty and sobriety, not with twisted hairs, or gold, or pearls.

3. Likewise, they sin with kisses, by kissing sweetly and lustfully. Hence Proverbs 7:10 and 13 says: Behold, a woman meets him in the clothing of a harlot, prepared for capturing souls... and having seized the young man she kisses him, and with shameless face, etc.

Therefore Luke sets down three things in which Mary Magdalene showed service to Christ.

1. For the eyes that she had offered for wantoning and for seeing things not to be seen, now she displayed for a good use, that is, for the outpouring of tears.

2. With the hair also, which she had often adorned for enticement, she now wiped the Lord's feet.

3. The mouth also, by which she had often said things not to be said, and by which she had often been kissed imprudently, she now humbled for kissing the Lord's feet, and thus fulfilled in herself that word of the Apostle at Romans 6:19: As you have presented your members, etc.

He entered the house of the Pharisee and reclined 1. By this Pharisee cloistered persons are understood. For Pharisee is interpreted divided. And cloistered persons are divided from others, and deservedly. Moreover this one was called Simon, which is interpreted obedient. And it agrees well with cloistered persons, because they come to obedience with such persons, and the Lord willingly dines with them. Simon the leper is a cloistered person, because for the sake of doing penance he entered the cloister and willingly confesses his sins. He reclines in this one's house.

II.

Likewise: From whom he had cast out seven demons 2. Whether this is so according to the letter has not been discussed. Sacred Expositors wish that through the seven demons all sins be understood, because the number seven is the number of universality. Therefore let us call them seven demons, that is, the universality of sins, or the seven criminal sins, which correspond to the seven names of demons found in sacred Scripture, which are: Diabolus, Behemoth, Leviathan, Asmodeus, Satan, Exterminator, Demon.

1. Diabolus is interpreted flowing downward, and signifies pride, which cast Lucifer out of heaven and Adam out of paradise. Hence Luke 14:11 says: He who exalts himself will be humbled, etc.

2. Behemoth, Job 40:10 and following, is interpreted, he nourishes. Hence he signifies gluttony, which makes a man like a beast pouring itself out over every food without any discretion. Hence Job 40:10 says: He will eat hay like an ox. And Jeremiah 50:11: You have poured yourselves out like calves upon the grass. Hence Psalm 31:9: Do not become like horse and mule, etc.

3. Leviathan, Job 40:20 and following, is interpreted their addition; hence he signifies avarice, which adds house to house and field to field. Isaiah 5:8: Woe to you who join, etc.

4. Asmodeus, Tobit 3:8, is interpreted flood of judgment, and signifies lust, through which the Lord judged the world by the flood. Genesis 6:12 and 13: When he had seen that the earth was corrupted (for all flesh had corrupted), etc. Hence it follows to Noah: The end of all flesh has come before me.

5. Satan, Matthew 16:23, is interpreted adversary; hence he signifies envy, which always opposes greater persons. Job 5:2: Envy kills the little one.

6. Exterminator, 1 Corinthians 10:10, signifies anger, which sets the soul outside its boundaries. Psalm 55:8: In wrath you will break peoples, etc.

7. Demon, Matthew 8:28, is interpreted sufficient iniquity; hence he signifies sloth, which is sufficient for punishing a man, since it has nothing of love. Ecclesiasticus 30:25: Sorrow has killed many, and there is no usefulness in it, etc.

Notes

	Luke 7:36. (Luc. VII, 36.) ↩

	Mark 16:9. (Marc. XVI, 9.) ↩





Sermon XXVII. On the Feast of Saint James the Apostle

SERMON XXVII.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE.

Say that these two sons of mine may sit, one at your right hand and one at your left hand in your kingdom. Matthew 20:21.

In the words set forth there are two things principally to be noted here:

I. Why is sitting at the right and at the left of Jesus sought for the sons by their mother? II. Through what does one come to the right and left glory of the Lord?

I.

On the first, note that the mother of James and John had perhaps heard, or had read written in Proverbs 3:16: Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and glory. And on account of this she sought for one of her sons a seat at the right, and for the other at the left. For parents especially wish these three things for their sons, namely long duration of life, abundance of works, and brightness of glory. Therefore this mother also asked Jesus Christ that, when he came into his kingdom, he would transfer and confer on her the permanence of blessed life, the abundance of heavenly riches, and also the brightness of royal glory. For the Lord extends these three principal dignities, both right hand and left hand, to his princes in his kingdom.

Concerning these three things it is said in Wisdom 5:16: The just will live forever. Behold the permanence of happy life. It is also said in Isaiah 25:8: He will cast death down forever. It follows, Wisdom 5:16: And their reward is with the Lord, and the thought of them is with the Most High. Behold the abundance of super-heavenly riches. For men are accustomed to think much for riches, and certainly these are with the Most High. Hence the Most High himself says, Proverbs 8:18: With me are riches and glory, proud wealth. It follows, Wisdom 5:17: They will receive the kingdom of beauty and the diadem of loveliness from the hand of the Lord. Behold the brightness of royal glory.

And note conversely that those wretched ones who will fall from the right and left of the Lord, for a thousand will fall from his side and ten thousand from his right hand 1, that, I say, those wretched ones will fall into the eternity of bitter death, into the weight of poverty and hunger, into the endlessness of contempt and vileness. Concerning these three things it is said in Apocalypse 18:8: In one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be burned with fire. These things are said concerning the sinful soul.

1. Therefore he says, In one day, that is, on the day of judgment, her plagues will come, death. Behold the eternity of savage death. But concerning death it is said in Psalm 77:50: He made a way for the path of his wrath; he did not spare their souls from death. Note that now the wrath of God is, as it were, in a path, because now it is, as it were, captured and laid away in the chains of the mercy of our God. Nevertheless on the day of judgment it will be loosed, and then from the path it will enter into the way. For then it will spread itself widely for vengeance on its enemies. And certainly then it will not spare the souls of the impious from death.

2. It follows, Famine. Behold the weight of poverty and hunger. O how grave poverty will be there, where from every eternal and temporal good the wretched sinner will not have even one crumb or drop; where not only delicate flour and sweet morsels, and also excellent wines, will be denied, but, to say nothing of rustic bread, even the pods of swine will not be given to the wretched who hunger! On account of this Ecclesiasticus 18:25 admonishes us: Remember poverty in the time of abundance, and the necessities of poverty in the day of riches. If that rich feaster had done this, he would have acted wisely before he came to that place where even a drop of water was denied him.

3. It follows, And she will be burned with fire. In this is noted the endlessness of contempt and vileness. For just as fleas and other tiny worms biting a man are thrown into the fire because they are contemned and hated, so also the wretched who now, elated and proud, will be reckoned vile like fleas and toads; hence they too will be sent into eternal fire, and there their life will be viler than mud. Hence Wisdom 15:10 and 11 says: His life is viler than mud, because he did not know him who fashioned him and who breathed a soul into him.

II.

One must see through what one comes to the right and left of the living God. And one must know that it is through the chalice of suffering, which certainly the Son of God himself drank. Hence it is said in John 18:11 that when Peter wished to defend the Lord and had cut off the little ear of the High Priest's servant, Jesus said to Peter: Put the sword into its sheath. Shall I not drink the chalice that the Father has given me? He also offered this chalice to James and John to drink. Hence when their mother, at their suggestion, had asked that they be placed at the sides of the Lord, Jesus answered her, saying: Are you able to drink the chalice that I am about to drink 2? As if he were saying: You desire to sit, as great Prelates and Princes, at my right and at my left in the kingdom; but know this, that you cannot come there unless you drink the chalice that I am about to drink.

Therefore note that from this chalice three things are drunk, which correspond to those three things that are in the kingdom of God. The first is contempt and vileness; these lead a man to the brightness of glory. The second is poverty of things; this leads a man to abundance of riches. The third is the bitterness of death; this leads a man to the permanence of joyful life.

1. The Lord himself first drank vileness and contempt. Hence he says in Psalm 21:7 and 8: I am a worm and not a man, the reproach of men and the rejection of the people. All who saw me mocked me; they spoke with lips and shook the head. Let us too drink with him, so that we may securely cry out to him, as is said in Psalm 121:3 and 4: Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, because we have been greatly filled with disdain, because our soul has been greatly filled: reproach to those abounding and disdain to the proud.

2. The Lord also drank poverty, as he testifies concerning himself in Psalm 87:16, thus crying out on the cross: I am poor and in labors from my youth; but exalted on the gibbet of the cross, I have been humbled, because I have been suspended as a thief, and troubled according to natural fear. For the prince of this world has come, that is, the devil catching at my soul, but in me he has nothing. Let us too drink with him, for he commends poverty greatly; hence Matthew 5:3 says: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Poor in spirit is the one who in riches does not lift himself up through pride, who willingly administers his goods to the poor, who desires no gain against justice, who possesses goods with such great fear, as if he were already standing before God to render an account concerning them.

3. The Lord also drank the bitterness of death. Hence he says in Psalm 17:5: The pains of death surrounded me, and the torrents of iniquity troubled me. The torrents of iniquity were the impious Jews insulting Christ and blaspheming him. Likewise, concerning his sorrow he cries out in Lamentations 1:12: O all you who pass through the way, attend and see if there is sorrow like my sorrow. We also, when the necessity of faith has required this, ought willingly to die with the Lord. But daily it is necessary for us to slaughter in ourselves vicious concupiscences and desires of the flesh, as the Apostle admonishes us at Colossians 3:5: Mortify, he says, your members that are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, lust, evil concupiscence, and avarice, which is the service of idols.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may so drink his bitternesses with him that we may also come to his consolations, etc.

Notes

	Psalm 90:7. (Ps. XC, 7.) ↩

	Matthew 20:22. (Matth. XX, 22.) ↩





Sermon XXVIII. On the Feast of Saint Peter the Apostle in Chains

SERMON XXVIII.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE IN CHAINS.

You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. Matthew 16:18.

There are principally three things to be noted here:

I. Why is the prince of the Apostles called Peter by the Lord? II. What is the rock of which mention is made here? III. What Church is built upon this rock?

I.

On the first, note that in this, that the Lord says to Peter, You are Peter, he commends him for three things, namely, 1. For brightness of faith, 2. For firmness of hope, 3. And for strong charity. And these three can be drawn out from the interpretation of this name, Peter: recognizing, or unshoeing, or loosening.

1. Therefore Peter is first interpreted recognizing. For he recognized the divinity of Christ through brightness of faith, saying: You are Christ, the Son of the living God. Hence the Lord also answered him: Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona, because flesh and blood has not revealed to you, namely, this profession of faith, but my Father who is in heaven 1.

2. Peter is also interpreted unshoeing. Behold firmness of hope. For he had unshod the feet of his effects from all concupiscences and desires of earthly things. Hence also, because of hope of heavenly things, he showed himself to have left behind every possession of earthly things, speaking thus with confidence to the Lord, Matthew 19:27: Behold, we have left all things and have followed you; what therefore will there be for us?

3. Peter is also interpreted loosening. Behold strong charity. For charity loosens whatever iniquity binds. Therefore through charity Peter had loosened his soul from the world and had bound it to Christ. Hence one reads in John 6:67 and following that when many of the disciples had gone back and now no longer walked with Christ, and the Lord had said to the twelve: Do you also wish to go away? Simon Peter answered him: Lord, to whom shall we go? As if he were saying: My soul and my heart are so bound to you through love that they cannot in any way be separated from you.

1. We too, dearest ones, ought also to be imitators of Blessed Peter in the three aforesaid things, namely so that first we may be recognizing or seeing through the brightness of faith. But faith sees three things, namely the lowest, the middle, and the highest.

Therefore we ought to see the lowest things through fear, the middle things through contempt, the highest things through desire. Thus the lowest things are the punishments of sinners, which we ought to see with fear. Concerning these punishments 2 Peter 2:4 and 9 says: If God did not spare the Angels when they sinned, but, drawn down from hell into Tartarus with ropes, that is, with hard chains, handed them over to be tormented, to be reserved for judgment.... The Lord knows how to reserve the unjust to be tormented on the day of judgment.

We ought also to see the middle things, that is, the good joys of this world, with contempt. For the goods and joys of this world are of no price or moment when compared with future glory. Hence Paul at Romans 8:18 says: The sufferings of this time are not worthy of the future glory that will be revealed in us. O how few contemn the goods and joys of this world!

We ought also to see the highest things, that is, the joy of the heavenly fatherland, with the appetite of every desire. Concerning this Deuteronomy 33:28 says: The eye of Jacob is in the land of grain and wine. By Jacob is understood any good Christian who daily wrestles against the devil and vices. His eye ought to be in the land of grain and wine, that is, in the super-heavenly fatherland, where Jesus Christ, as bread and wine, strengthens and gladdens the hearts of his elect. Hence also it is said at Hebrews 11:13: All these died according to faith, not having received the promises, but beholding them from afar, and saluting them, and confessing that they are pilgrims and guests upon the earth.

2. We ought also to be unshoeing through firmness of hope, namely that we unshoe our heart from carnal desires and earthly concupiscences, so that thus we may be worthy to see the God of gods in Sion. Concerning this unshoeing and vision one reads in Exodus 3:1 and following that when Moses was feeding the sheep of his father-in-law and had come to the interior parts of the desert, he saw the Lord in the midst of the bush that was burning and was not being consumed. Therefore Moses said: I will go and see this great vision... To whom the Lord said: Loose the shoe from your feet; for the place in which you stand is holy ground. As if he were saying: Unless you loose your shoes, you will not be able to draw near to me.

Note that sometimes sweet fruits grow in a bush; hence by the bush is understood the sweetness of consolations and the great multitude of the sweetness of God, concerning which Psalm 30:20 says: How great is the multitude of your sweetness, O Lord, which you have hidden for those who fear you. Hence that bush is said to have been in the interior parts of the desert; by this desert heaven is understood. And certainly there, in the midst of his consolations and his sweetness, Christ Jesus will show himself. These consolations, kindled by the sweet fire of charity, burn sweetly, but are never consumed. Whoever wishes to reach these consolations and Christ, who is in their midst, must unshoe his soul from all earthly and unclean concupiscences.

3. We ought also to be loosening through strong charity, namely so that through charity we may loosen and cut apart all the cords of our sins, by which we are dragged away from God into the depth of the abyss. For sins are cords of hell, by which the wretched man, although blinded by sins he does not see this, is daily dragged to hell. Concerning these cords King David says, 2 Kings 22:6: The cords of hell surrounded me; the snares of death came before me. Therefore it is necessary for us to loosen these cords maturely by the power of charity, concerning which it is said in Song of Songs 8:6: Love is strong as death..., its lamps are lamps of fire and of flames.

II.

On the second, note that the rock of which one speaks is Jesus Christ himself; concerning it the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 10:4: But the rock was Christ. This rock is commendable on account of several things. 1. For it is the refuge of pilgrims, 2. And the security of those migrating, 3. And the manifold beatitude of those reigning.

1. Therefore first it is the refuge of pilgrims. Hence it is said in Song of Songs 2:13 and 14: Come, my dove, namely and hide in the openings of the rock and in the hollow of the wall. By the dove is understood the soul of a good Christian, which, as long as it is a pilgrim in this body, suffers persecution from the infernal hawk. Hence it is supremely necessary for it to flee into the openings of the rock, that is, into the five wounds of Jesus Christ. It ought also to flee into the hollows of the wall, that is, to implore the aids of the Blessed Virgin and of the other Saints. And note that this rock is not only a refuge for doves, that is, for the just and innocent, but also for hedgehogs, that is, for sinners surrounded by the thorns of sins, if nevertheless they have run back to Christ through true penance. Hence in Psalm 103:18: The rock is a refuge for hedgehogs.

2. Secondly, this rock is also the security of those migrating, that is, of those dying. Hence 2 Kings 22:2: The Lord is my rock, and my strength, and my savior. Likewise, Psalm 39:3: The Lord set my feet upon a rock, and directed my steps. Thus says the soul of the just man when in death it has flown out of the body. Truly blessed is he whose soul's foundation will then have been God, so that then the pit of hell may not press its mouth upon him.

3. Thirdly, this rock is also the beatitude of those reigning. For three dowries of the soul flow from this rock, namely clear knowledge, sweet love, and sweet fruition. The first dowry is a stream of the most lucid fountain. The second dowry is a stream of the sweetest oil. The third is a stream of the sweetest honey. Concerning the first it is said in Numbers 20:11 that Moses struck the rock with the rod, and the most abundant waters came forth. Concerning the second Job 29:6 says: The rock poured out streams of oil for me. Concerning the third it is said in Deuteronomy 32:13: He set him upon the high land, so that he might suck honey from the rock.

III.

On the third, note that the Lord builds his Church upon himself. And note that the Church is twofold, namely the Church of God and the church of the devil. The first is signified by Jerusalem, the second by Babylon.

Concerning the first Psalm 34:18 says: I will confess to you in the great church; in a weighty people I will praise you.

Concerning the second it is said in Psalm 25:5: I have hated the church of the malignant, and I will not sit with the impious.

Therefore the Church of God is the congregation of the just, for whom, as is said at Ephesians 4:5 and 6: There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. But every just person is like a certain living stone, which through virtues and good works is built upon Christ, who is the foundation of all the elect. Concerning this 1 Peter 2:4 and 5 says: Drawing near to the living stone, indeed rejected by men, but chosen and honored by God, you yourselves also, as living stones, are built above it, a spiritual house.

And note that in this building of the Church, faith shows Christ to the soul, hope leads the soul to Christ, but charity, as the best mortar, binds and unites the soul to Christ. But everyone who desires to be of the fellowship of the Church of God ought to beware lest the gates of hell, that is, pride, avarice, and lust, prevail against him.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may so exist as imitators of Peter, and may so place the structure of our souls upon the Lord, that on the day of judgment we may have confidence with Christ. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Matthew 16:17. (Matth. XVI, 17.) ↩





Sermon XXIX. On the Feast of Blessed Lawrence, Opening

SERMON XXIX.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED LAWRENCE.

You have tested my heart, O Lord, and visited it by night; by fire you have examined me, and iniquity has not been found in me. Psalm 16:3.

This verse is sung by the Church, both in the night office and in the day office, concerning Blessed Lawrence. Hence it must be noted that three things are suggested in the words set forth, which make for the commendation of Blessed Lawrence.

I. Testing, II. Visitation, III. Examination.

Note also that in the testing there was not found in him the iniquity of avarice; in the visitation there was not found in him the iniquity of impatience; but in the examination there was not found in him the iniquity of unbelief.

I.

Therefore he was tested through the entrusting of the treasury. For Pope Sixtus entrusted to him, as to a faithful and prudent steward, the whole treasury of the Church; but in this testing of his heart no iniquity of avarice at all was found in him. For he usurped for himself nothing from all those goods that were entrusted to him, which certainly he could have done if he had wished. Hence that saying which Ecclesiasticus says, 31:8 and following, agrees with him: Blessed is the rich man who was found without the stain of pride, of avarice, and of lust-

[luxu]ry (for these are the stains of the rich), and who did not go after gold by declining from justice, nor hoped in money and treasures: as certain persons do, who dig their denarii in those places under the earth, believing that in the days of their illnesses they will have great solace from them. Who is this, and we shall praise him? For he has done wonderful things in his life. Truly there are very few who are such as this rich man is described. It follows: He who was tested in that and was made perfect; there will be eternal glory for him. Truly he who in that testing will have been found perfect will obtain eternal glory.

By this testing all the rich of this world are tested, whether they are laymen or clerics. For all are stewards of the Lord, and concerning the goods committed to them they are going to render an account to the Lord. For the Lord will say to them that word from Luke 16:2: Render the account of your stewardship.

Hence three things are necessary for those to whom the Lord has granted the goods of this world for a time. The first is that they redeem their souls. The second is that they acquire true friends for themselves. The third is that they gather eternal treasures.

1. Concerning the first Proverbs 13:8 says: The redemption of the soul of a man is his riches; but he who is poor does not endure rebuke. Foolish is he who does not redeem his soul. Note that he says, his riches, that is, riches held from a true and just inheritance, or from faithful labor and just trade: not acquired through robbery, or theft, or usury, or any fraud.

2. Concerning the second the Lord says, Luke 16:9: Make for yourselves friends from the mammon of iniquity, so that, when you shall fail, they may receive you into eternal tabernacles. The mammon of iniquity is the same as the money of inequality. For through money the rich man is unequal to the poor man. Through this we ought to acquire for ourselves true, faithful, and powerful friends, who after our death both may wish and may be able to aid us. Hence the Gloss says on the aforesaid place: "Make for yourselves friends, not any poor persons whatever, but those who are able to receive you into eternal tabernacles." But certain persons rather bury their money under stones than distribute it to good poor persons; on account of which Ecclesiasticus 29:13 says: Lose your money for the sake of your brother and your friend; and do not hide it under a stone unto perdition. Our friend is Christ Jesus, who showed true friendship to us in many things. For the sake of him money must be lost with a happy loss. Happily lost is that denarius which will bring back a thousand marks of gold.

3. Concerning the third, namely that with transitory goods we ought to gather eternal treasures, the Lord admonishes us, Luke 12:33: Sell the things you possess and give alms. Make for yourselves purses that do not grow old, a treasure not failing in the heavens, where thief does not approach, nor moth corrupt.

II.

On the second, note that Blessed Lawrence was also visited by night, that is, through enclosure in a dark prison. For by night a dark prison is understood. He was imprisoned in the prison of Hippolytus; but in this prison-visitation there was not found in him the iniquity of impatience: for he patiently endured the inconveniences of the prison. Indeed he knew that the Lord had said, Luke 21:12 and 19: They will lay their hands on you and persecute you, handing you over to synagogues and prisons, dragging you to kings and governors on account of my name. And below: In your patience you shall possess your souls. O dearest ones, where is your patience? If impatiently you hear the word of God, where an indulgence of twenty days is conferred on you, how will you hear the word of Christ, where you are dragged to prison and punishments?

III.

On the third, note that he was examined by fire, that is, through much and hard affliction of the body. For first he was stripped and beaten with scourges. Secondly, he was struck with rods. Thirdly, he was burned at the sides with iron plates. Fourthly, he was beaten with leaded scourges. Fifthly, the mouth of Saint Lawrence was struck with stones. Sixthly, on an iron grate, with many coals placed beneath, he was roasted. In this manifold examination there was not found in him the iniquity of faithlessness. For through all the punishments inflicted on him it could not be extorted from him that he should offer sacrifice to the gods. Hence he himself also said: "I offered myself to God as a sacrifice unto an odor of sweetness."

It is to be grieved over, dearest ones, that there are many who, with God contemned, immolate their bodies to gluttony and luxury. Concerning the first the Apostle says at Philippians 3:18 and 19: Many walk, whom I often used to tell you of (but now also weeping I say it), enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction; whose God is the belly; and their glory is in their confusion. For they glory in drunkenness, concerning which they ought rather to be confounded. Concerning the second the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians 6:13 and 15: The body is not owed to fornication, but to the Lord; and the Lord to the body... Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Taking, therefore, the members of Christ, shall I make them members of a prostitute? God forbid.

Pray, dearest ones, to the Lord, that we may so flee avarice and impatience, so also gluttony and luxury, that we may deserve to stand continually before our God in glory. May he grant this, etc.



Sermon XXX. On the Same Feast of Saint Lawrence

SERMON XXX.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF SAINT LAWRENCE.

Amen, amen I say to you, unless the grain of wheat falling into the earth has died, it remains alone; but if it has died, it bears much fruit. John 12:24 and 25.

Three things are to be noted here:

I. What is understood by the grain of wheat? II. How does this grain of wheat die? III. What fruit is brought forth from this grain of wheat?

I.

On the first, note that by the grain of wheat is understood Christ himself, the Son of God, and Blessed Lawrence, and also any Christian whatsoever. And this on account of five things, namely on account of the grain's whiteness, redness, cleft, virtue, and dignity.

I. Therefore note first that a grain of wheat, that is, of wheat-corn, is white within, and white bread is made from it. So also Christ was white through every sort of cleanness of life; hence Wisdom 7:26: He is the brightness of eternal light, and the spotless mirror of God's majesty. Hence on account of the incomparable whiteness of his life it was given to him by the Father that he should sit upon a white throne and judge all the ends of the earth. Hence Apocalypse 20:11 and 12 says: I saw a great white judicial throne, because there a great sentence is given, and every whiteness is required there, and Christ sitting upon it, from whose sight earth and heaven fled away on account of the severity of his face and his incomparable brightness to heavenly and earthly things; and no place was found for them into which they might flee the judgment of God. And I saw the dead, great and small, that is, noble and ignoble, or rich and poor, standing before the throne; and the books of consciences were opened; and another Book, which is of life, was opened, that is, Christ, who will show there the scars of his five wounds; and the dead were judged from those things that were written in the books according to their works.

Blessed Lawrence also was white through purity of life. Hence it is also sung concerning him "that by the purity of innocent life and by the triumph of a most strong death, he joined himself to apostolic fellowship."

We too ought also to be white through purity of heart and chastity of body. One also reads, Apocalypse 19:7 and 8: The nuptials of the Lamb have come, and his wife has prepared herself. And it was given to her that she should cover herself with shining and white fine linen. The bride of the Lamb is the faithful soul, which must cover itself with shining and white fine linen, that is, with cleanness of mind and body, so that it may be worthy to be received into the happy embraces of that immaculate Lamb, namely Jesus Christ. If it has not done this, it will not be the bride of the Lamb, but the bride of the dragon. Ecclesiastes 9:8: At every time let your garments be white.

II. Secondly note that a grain of wheat is in a certain manner red externally: so also Christ was red in the Passion. Hence the bride in Song of Songs 5:10 says: My beloved, she says, is white and ruddy.

Blessed Lawrence also had the redness of a grain of wheat. For he endured martyrdom in his whole body with strong patience, as is very clearly evident in his legend.

We too ought also to be ruddy through faith and remembrance of the Lord's Passion. Hence the Angels say to Christ, Isaiah 63:2: Why is your garment red, and your garments like those of persons treading in the winepress? The garments of the Lord, with which he himself is clothed in glory in the sight of the Father, are all good Christians. These garments ought to be red through faith and continual remembrance of the Lord's Passion. Good Christians ought also to thirst for martyrdom, because this is, as Jerome says, "the true compensation, where blood is compensated by blood." Alas! there are many who are unwilling to abstain even from mad vanities, that is, from dances, on account of reverence for the blood of Jesus Christ. How would such persons suffer with Christ and for Christ reproaches and insults and savage punishments of the body? We shall also be red if we wash the cloaks of our souls in the blood of the grape, that is, in the blood of Christ; hence Genesis 49:11: He will wash his robe in wine, and his cloak in the blood of the grape.

III. Thirdly note that a grain of wheat seems to be divided by a certain cleft on one side. So also Christ, through viscereal mercy, lies open to all, however great sinners they may be, provided that through true penance they wish to return to him. Hence Zechariah 13:1: On that day there will be a fountain open to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for the washing of the sinner and of the menstruous woman. By that fountain is understood the fountain of mercy, Jesus Christ, who, although he has always lain open to sinners, nevertheless was spiritually opened for the cleansing of our crimes and filths when one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance, and immediately blood and water came out, as John 19:34 bears witness.

Blessed Lawrence also lay open to the poor through abundant dutiful kindness: for he scattered the treasures of the Church and gave to the poor; hence his justice remains forever 1, crowned before the Lord. For he, knowing the Scripture, He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly 2, sowed abundantly so that he might also reap abundantly.

We too ought also to have heart and hands open through compassion and the largess of mercy. Hence Proverbs 31:20 says: She opened her hand to the needy, and stretched out her palms to the poor. He who now opens heart and hand through compassion and largess, certainly the gates of justice will be opened to him: as is said in Psalm 117:19: Open to me the gates of justice; entering into them I shall confess to the Lord. These are the words of a pious soul.

IV. Fourthly note that the grain of wheat has a strengthening virtue. So also concerning Christ, who is that living bread who descended from heaven, it is said in Psalm 103:15: Bread should strengthen the heart of man. There are many whose souls feel nausea at that sweetest bread, and therefore their heart dries up like hay. Hence in Psalm 101:5: I have been struck like hay, and my heart has dried up, because I forgot to eat my bread.

Blessed Lawrence also, by the example of his patience that he had in torments, strengthened and strengthens many. Hence he was signified by that bread of fine flour, which, roasted on a small grate and sprinkled with oil, once used to be offered to the Lord, as is found in Leviticus 2:7. For he too was roasted like bread on a small grate, so that he might strengthen the weak more abundantly by it.

We too ought also to have a wheat-like virtue, so that anyone may strengthen and fortify another, both with sound words and with good examples, in every service. Hence the Lord said to Peter, Luke 22:32: I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and you, once converted, confirm your brothers. Hence also the Apostle says at Romans 15:1: We who are stronger ought to sustain the weaknesses of the infirm. Here those are vehemently to be rebuked who persuade their neighbors not to enter upon the way of eternal salvation.

V. Fifthly note that among the other grains of seeds the grain of wheat is more worthy; hence from it is made the bread of nobles and princes. So also Christ is called the wheat of the elect, Zechariah 9:17: What is his good, and what is his beauty, except the wheat of the elect and wine causing virgins to spring forth? Therefore because Christ has satisfied both militant Jerusalem and triumphant Jerusalem with the fatness of wheat, on account of this the Gloss says that "the custom of the Church began of confecting the body of the Lord from this grain alone."

And certainly Blessed Lawrence is well compared to this worthy grain, because many princes and nobles frequently implore his suffrages.

We too, dearest ones, ought also to present ourselves, as wheaten breads, to the table of God, namely so that all the dignities of Angels, whether they are Powers or Principalities and Dominations, may rejoice and be glad before the Son of God on account of our penance and salvation.

II and III.

On the second and third note that Christ, who is called the grain of wheat, because he died in the Passion, brought much fruit to God the Father in the Ascension, and daily brings it in the conversion of sinners.

Blessed Lawrence also, because he died in the constancy of faith, found much fruit of joys in the presence of sweet Jesus.

Hence, dearest ones, it is good that we daily die to the vices and concupiscences of this world, so that we too may deserve to bring the fruit of eternal beatitude to our souls. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Psalm 111:9. (Ps. CXI, 9.) ↩

	2 Corinthians 9:6. (II ad Corinth. IX, 6.) ↩





Sermon XXXI. On the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SERMON XXXI.

ON THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

Jesus entered into a certain castle; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house, and this woman had a sister named Mary. Luke 10:38 and 39.

In the present Gospel, which is customarily read concerning the Assumption of the glorious Virgin Mary, three things are principally to be noted here:

I. What is expressed by the castle that Christ entered? II. What is understood by Martha and Mary her sister? III. What recompense does the Lord bestow on Martha's business and Mary's leisure?

I.

On the first, note that by the castle is understood this world. Concerning that castle Matthew 21:1 and 2 says: Jesus sent two Disciples, saying to them: Go into the castle that is opposite you, and immediately you will find a she-ass tied, and a colt with her; loose them and bring them to me. By the ass are understood sinners who, following the depraved examples of old persons, have recently fallen into sins. The Lord calls both sorts by two disciples, namely fear and love, because the Lord desires their works, that is, penance, as Luke says.

And note that in three places, namely in Matthew 21:2, and in Mark and 11:2, Luke 19:30, this castle is said to be against us. For this world attacks us with a threefold enemy, namely the petulance of the flesh, the concupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life, as 1 John 2:16 bears witness: All that is in the world is concupiscence of the flesh and concupiscence of the eyes and pride of life. And this world is well called a castle by a diminutive word: for it is fragile and perishable. Hence 1 John 2:17: The world will pass away, and its concupiscence. It is also notable that Matthew, Mark, and Luke say that the colt was brought. Matthew alone also writes that the she-ass was brought. Through this it is suggested that old persons can be converted more rarely and with greater difficulty than young persons.

The Son of God wished to come into this castle, so that he might reconcile the men of this castle to God the Father through his blood. Hence Colossians 1:19 and 20 says: It pleased God the Father through Christ Jesus that all things be reconciled in him, making peace through the blood of his cross, whether the things that are on earth or the things that are in heaven. Likewise, Romans 5:10: If, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more, reconciled, we shall be saved in his life.

II.

On the second, note that by these two sisters, Martha and Mary, are expressed the flesh and the soul of the unspotted Virgin Mary. For her flesh bears the figure of Martha. For one reads concerning Martha that, when Jesus entered into a certain castle, she received him into her house. So also the flesh of the Blessed Virgin, when Jesus wished to enter the world through incarnation, received him into the house of a clean and fruitful womb. But that the womb of the Blessed Virgin was fruitful and clean the Son of God himself bears witness, speaking thus in Song of Songs 7:2: Daughter of the prince, your belly is like a heap of wheat, hedged around with lilies. A heap of wheat: behold copious fruitfulness. Hedged around with lilies: behold clean virginity.

But this Martha, that is, the flesh of the Blessed Virgin, received Jesus; she received him, I say, that is, she took him from all others. Hence the Blessed Virgin says in Song of Songs 5:10: My beloved is white and ruddy, chosen out of thousands. For she did not wish to conceive another, but only the Son of God. Likewise, she received, that is, she took from herself alone. For the Son of God was conceived not from seeds, but from the blood of the Virgin alone.

This Martha also, that is, the flesh of the Blessed Virgin, was busy about frequent service 1. Hence also Luke 1:38: When the Angel had announced to Mary that she would conceive Jesus, she answered: Behold the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word, etc. And truly that blessed handmaid, according to the flesh, was busy about frequent service. For she herself, as Luke says, 1:39, 40, 56, after the conception of the Lord's precursor had been learned of, rising up, went into the hill country with haste... And she entered into the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth... And she remained with her about three months and ministered to her: so that perhaps she even bore the office of midwife. For she herself, as is read in the book of the Just, first lifted the Lord's precursor from the earth when he was born. Afterward this blessed handmaid, when her days were fulfilled that she should give birth, gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no other place for her in the inn 2. She also nursed him with a breast full from heaven. After these things, on the fortieth day, as Luke 2:22 says: When the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were fulfilled, she brought her son to Jerusalem with offerings, to present him to the Lord. Then, as Matthew 2:13 and 14 says, at the warning of the Angel she fled into Egypt with her son, and there brought up the Lord for seven years in much poverty. At last she returned to Nazareth, and there nourished the little boy with much solicitude. For her husband, that is, Blessed Joseph, who was as it were the husband of Blessed Mary, she sent to strong works. For he was a worker in wood, and her fingers took hold of the spindle, so that she might nourish herself and her son, as is said in Proverbs 31:19. Behold Martha busy about the frequent service of Jesus Christ.

But by Mary the soul of the Blessed Virgin is figured, which had suspended itself before itself in contemplation of the divinity. Hence it is said that she sat beside the feet of the Lord and heard his word 3. In the sitting is noted the sweetness of quiet contemplation. But by the feet of the Lord are understood divine mercy and truth, for through these the divinity, brought in, assumed humanity. And certainly, sitting beside these feet of the Lord, the soul of the Blessed Virgin heard his word, that is, listened to the sweetest harmony of that Word which was in the beginning with God. Concerning the aforesaid feet of the Lord it is said in Psalm 87:15 and 16: Mercy and truth will go before your face. Blessed is the people that knows jubilation.

Therefore, while the soul of the Blessed Virgin was contemplating the divinity of Christ with such greedy inseparability, the flesh of the same Virgin was able to say: Lord, is it not a care to you that my sister has left me alone to minister? Say therefore to her that she help me, that is, that she be solicitous with me about the services of your humanity. To her the Lord answered: Martha, Martha, you are solicitous and are troubled about many things 4. As if he were saying: O flesh of my mother, you are solicitous with natural affections about my upbringing and sustenance, and you are troubled about many things that I suffer and will suffer on account of Jewish persecution. For you are troubled on account of many calumnies and reproaches that I suffer and will suffer from the Scribes and Pharisees and chief priests. You are also troubled that I shall be seized and struck with blows from fists and slaps, and that I shall be defiled with spittle. You will also be troubled because I shall be scourged and crowned with thorns, and, fixed to the cross with nails, shall be given gall and vinegar to drink, and shall be mocked by those deriding, and afterward shall be pierced with a lance. On account of these things, I say, and many others, you will be troubled.

Moreover, one thing is necessary, the Gloss says, "to cleave continually to God." Hence Mary, that is, your sister the soul, has chosen the best part, which will not be taken away from her 5. As if he were saying: O maternal flesh, your part is good and very good. For you conceived me as true God and man, and carried me in your womb for nine months, and at last brought me forth on earth, and cherished me in your bosom: but your sister the soul has chosen the best part, which will not be taken away from her. For she always enjoyed my divinity on earth through grace, and will also always enjoy it in heaven through glory.

III.

On the third, note that today our Lord Jesus Christ, so that he might recompense his mother's services, himself received her into his house 6, which he had prepared for himself from eternity. For it is believed by several Saints that the Lord assumed his mother, both in body and in soul, above all the orders of Angels. Therefore he received her, that is, he took her up more excellently than all Angels and other Saints. And truly it was fitting that he who had commanded, Exodus 20:12: Honor your father and your mother, that you may be long-lived upon the earth, namely of the living, should himself honor the body of his mother with a special prerogative.

Therefore concerning that house into which the Blessed Virgin Mary was assumed in body and soul, one reads in 2 Chronicles 7:11: King Solomon transferred the daughter of Pharaoh from the city of David into the house that he had built for her. Solomon is interpreted peaceable, or rewarder, and signifies the Son of God, who is supremely sweet and peaceable with his elect in glory, who also renders eternal punishments to sinners for their crimes and faults. Pharaoh is interpreted dissipating a man, and signifies the high God, who dissipates men, that is, those who trust in their own virtue, as quickly as he has wished, and will break them like a potter's vessel. The Blessed Mary was and is his daughter. But by the city of David is understood the militant Church, concerning which it is said in Song of Songs 4:4: Your neck is like the tower of David, which is built with bulwarks; a thousand shields hang from it, all the armor of strong men. For as the neck is united to the head, so also the holy militant Church is united to Christ the head through faith and charity. And certainly in this Church hang a thousand shields and all the armor of strong men, namely the examples of the holy Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Virgins, and all the elect, by which every faithful person existing in the Church is protected and armed against the assaults of demons.

Therefore the true Solomon, namely the Son of God, today transferred Blessed Mary, his sister, mother, and bride, from the city of David, that is, from the militant Church, into a most beautiful, most wealthy, most quiet, and most eminent house, as built above all the orders of Angels. And truly it was fitting that she who was most beautiful by the adornment of virtues, most wealthy in good works, most quiet by peace of heart, and also most eminent by divine contemplation, should find such a house.

Concerning the aforesaid house, into which the King is said to have transferred the Queen, note that it was, as the Master says in the Histories, most wealthily adorned with marble, cedar, silver, and gold. By gold is understood inestimable charity; by silver, most clean virginity; by cedar, handmaidenly humility; by marble, the harshness of martyrdom. Through these the Blessed Virgin, although she had been supported by very many other virtues, deserved to be transferred spiritually into a house wondrously prepared for her by God. Therefore by gold, which is nobler than every metal, is understood the inestimable charity of the Blessed Virgin. For it is believed that she surpassed even the Seraphim in charity. By silver, which is bright and ringing, is figured the most clean virginity of Blessed Mary, which is sung by virgins before the seat of God and of the Lamb. By cedar, which is higher than all other trees, is understood the handmaidenly humility of the Blessed Virgin, through which she deserved to be exalted above every creature of God, heavenly and earthly. By marble, which endures the saw and is sometimes sprinkled with red spots, is noted the harshness of martyrdom that was in the inward parts and heart of Blessed Mary. Hence Simeon had said to her, Luke 2:35: A sword will pass through your own soul. Jerome: "It is agreed that other Saints, even if they suffered for Christ in the flesh, nevertheless in the soul, because it is immortal, they could not suffer. But the Blessed God-bearer, because she suffered in that part which is held impassible, therefore, so that I may confess it thus, because she suffered spiritually and more fiercely by the sword of the Passion of Christ, was more than a martyr."

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may so serve his glorious Mother in this life that we may see her brightness in the fatherland. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Luke 10:40. (Luc. X, 40.) ↩

	Luke 2:6 and 7. (Luc. II, 6 et 7.) ↩

	Compare Luke 10:39. (Cf. Luc. X, 39.) ↩

	Luke 10:40 and 41. (Luc. X, 40 et 41.) ↩

	Luke 10:42. (Luc. X, 42.) ↩

	Luke 10:38. (Luc. X, 38.) ↩





Sermon XXXII. On the Same Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Opening

SERMON XXXII.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

Who is this who goes forth like the rising dawn, beautiful as the moon, chosen as the sun, terrible as an ordered battle-line of camps? Song of Songs 6:9.

Note that these words are spoken through admiration concerning the admirable mother of our admirable God. Hence five things are principally to be noted here:

I. Why is the Blessed Virgin said to go forth? II. What is the cause that she is called dawn? III. What is the reason that she is named beautiful as the moon? IV. On account of what is she asserted to be chosen as the sun? V. Why is she also declared to be terrible as an ordered battle-line of camps?

Therefore it must be known that these five things are suggested as if from the very name of the glorious Virgin. For she is called Maria. This name consists of five letters, namely M. A. R. I. A. Therefore let us put for M Mediatrix, for A Alleviatrix, for R Reparatrix, for I Illuminatrix, for A Auxiliatrix. And we find why it is said of the Blessed Virgin that she goes forth, and as the dawn rises, and that she is beautiful as the moon, and chosen as the sun, and terrible as an ordered battle-line of camps.

And note that the whole human race, on account of the sins of the first parents, namely Adam and Eve, and also on account of its own excesses, five evils

had fallen, namely into offense of God the Father, vexation of internal weakness, defect of spiritual powers, darkening of mind and heart, and infestation of cruel enemies; but for the sake of removing these five evils the Mother of God was made Mediatrix, Alleviatrix, Reparatrix, Illuminatrix, and Auxiliatrix.

I.

On the first, note: The Gloss says, "As the God-bearer was ascending to heaven among the sweet embraces of her most serene Son, all the angelic spirits and all the souls of the elect, breaking forth into praise of Blessed Mary, say: Who is this? that is, how good, how dutiful, how praiseworthy, and how admirable, she goes forth dutifully, that is, she steps forth on behalf of the guilty, as Mediatrix." For they recognized that she had begotten Jesus, who had reconciled the world to God the Father through his own blood; hence Paul says, 2 Corinthians 5:19: God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. Hence also daily we sing in the Mass: "Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, etc." All the angelic citizens also recognized that therefore the Blessed Virgin was being elevated above all the choirs of Angels, so that as a dutiful Mediatrix she might continually intercede for sinners. Hence also the Secret Prayer says: "May the prayer of the God-bearer commend our gifts before your clemency, O God; you transferred her from the present age for this reason, that she might confidently intercede before you for our sins." Hence also the true Solomon, that is, the Son of God, says to his mother, 3 Kings 2:20: Ask, my mother; for it is not right that I should turn away your face.

But so that the Son before the Father, and the Mother before the Son, may intercede for us more efficaciously, it is good that none of us offend either the Son or the Mother. That man offends the Son and the Mother who on Sundays, consecrated to the Resurrection of the Son, and on the solemnities of the Blessed Virgin, frequents dances and taverns, and who then gives himself to games, in which many oaths are uttered, and to luxuries. Certainly the Blessed Virgin never played. Hence she herself also says, Tobit 3:17: I never mingled myself with those who play; nor with those who walk in levity did I make myself a participant.

II.

There follows concerning the second, Like the dawn rising. Here Angels and holy souls recognize that the Blessed Virgin is the Alleviatrix of the sick. For at the rising of dawn the sick are accustomed to feel more gently. One also reads in Genesis 32:25 and 26 that the Angel blessed Jacob at the rising of dawn. And note that dawn, aurora, is so called as if golden hour, aurea hora. For the time of dawn, before other hours, is dearest to the sick. And truly the Blessed Virgin, before all other Saints, is dearest and most pleasing to infirm sinners. For she brought forth to the whole world the Son of God, who is the medicine of all infirmities. Hence Ecclesiasticus 38:4: The Most High created medicines from the earth, and a prudent man will not abhor them. And so the Blessed Virgin is that blessed earth from which the Most High, that is, God the Father, created the medicine of the faithful, that is, Jesus Christ, according to the body and soul; for according to divinity he always existed uncreated. And truly whoever will have been prudent will not abhor this medicine. But this medicine is daily shown to us in the venerable Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Hence also in a certain compline-prayer we pray: "May what we receive from the blessing of your holy altar be for us, we ask, O Lord, medicine of mind and body, etc." Many set a fornicating woman, or money, or another badly acquired thing before this medicine. For they prefer to lack the body of Christ rather than dismiss a mistress, or restore money or another thing unjustly acquired.

III.

There follows concerning the third, Beautiful as the moon. Here the whole household of the eternal King testifies that the Blessed Virgin is the Reparatrix of the weak. For just as the moon in its increase recovers humors for bodies, so also Blessed Mary conceived and bore the God of Israel, who gives virtue and fortitude to his people, as is said in Psalm 67:36. Concerning this moon Ecclesiasticus 43:8 says: The moon increasing wonderfully in consummation. For Blessed Mary grew as the moon, but did not decrease. For she went from virtue into virtue 1, until she became a perfect moon forever. So too we, dearest ones, ought to grow from day to day in virtues and good works. Hence it is that the Lord said in Genesis 9:1 to Noah and his sons: Increase and multiply and fill the earth. By Noah are understood the rich and Prelates; by his sons are marked poor persons and subjects. To all these the Lord says: Increase in virtue and multiply in good works; for thus you will fill the land of the living. But certain persons conversely daily fail, and are made worse.

IV.

There follows concerning the fourth, Chosen as the sun. Here the heavenly army proclaims that the Blessed Virgin is the Illuminatrix of heaven and earth. For as the sun illuminates the darkness of this world, so she prepared her tabernacle for the eternal Sun, who arose from her and illumined those who are in darkness and in the shadow of death. Malachi 4:2 had foretold the rising of this sun: For you fearing my name the sun of justice will rise, and health in his wings. Therefore Christ is the sun of justice, who illuminated this world by a most illustrious life and most right doctrine. He also will disclose the excesses of the impious in judgment. And truly there is health in his wings. For to whomever that sun will then have flown, that is, whose body and soul he will then have glorified, he will grant eternal health. It is also said, Ecclesiasticus 42:16, concerning the Son of God and his Mother: The sun illuminating has looked through all things, and the work of the Lord is full of his glory. Understand these words thus, that there is a twofold sun of heaven, namely the Son of God and his Mother. These suns, therefore, look through all things, that is, to each person for every service that will have been spent on them they will send special little dishes of eternal repayment, as princes are accustomed to do.

V.

There follows concerning the fifth, Terrible as an ordered battle-line of camps. Here it is suggested that the Blessed Virgin is the strong Auxiliatrix of the faithful fighting against demons and the sevenfold troop of vices. Hence concerning her it is said in Song of Songs 4:4: Your neck is like the tower of David, which is built with bulwarks; a thousand shields hang from it, all the armor of strong men. Note that by the neck is understood the Blessed Virgin; for through her, as through the most excellent one, the whole body of the Church is united to Christ the head. She is like the tower of David, that is, strong by hand, because the faithful find in her a strong refuge. And she is built with bulwarks, that is, she has assistance from the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. A thousand shields also, that is, the protections of all Angels, hang from her for the defense of those who have fled to her. All the armor of strong men also hangs from her, because all the elect will aid the one whom she has wished to aid.

Therefore it is good, dearest ones, that through true penance we now flee thus to that strong Auxiliatrix, so that through her we may have protection on the day of judgment against all our adversaries. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Psalm 83:8. (Ps. LXXXIII, 8.) ↩





Sermon XXXIII. Likewise on the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SERMON XXXIII.

LIKEWISE ON THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

Come into my garden, my sister bride. Song of Songs 5:1.

These are the words of the eternal King calling his glorious Mother into everlasting rest. Hence three things are to be noted here:

I. Why is the Mother of God called sister and bride by the Son? II. What is the cause that she is called into his garden? III. What is the garden into which the Mother is sweetly invited by the Son?

I.

On the first, note: The Blessed Virgin is called sister of God and bride on account of conformity of life, identity of inheritance, and inestimable charity. For she was conformed to her Son in life. For as the Son was virgin, so also the Mother remained always virgin; besides, she shares the same kingdom and the same inheritance as co-heir with the Son, and on account of these two causes she is called sister. She is also called bride on account of the inestimable charity by which Mother and Son love one another reciprocally. For the Son was chosen and preferred by the Mother from all the thousands of Angels and men. But he conversely chose and preferred her from the whole number of women, so that he might be incarnate from her.

II.

On the second, note: For this reason the Son of God invites his Mother into his garden: because she too formerly, when he wished to be incarnate, had received him into her garden, that is, into her virginal mind and womb. Hence she herself had said in Song of Songs 5:1, when the Angel was announcing to her that she would receive the Son of God: Let my beloved come into his garden, so that he may eat the fruit of his apples. She does not say, my, but his, because she had offered herself and all her things to the divine will. And truly the Blessed Virgin was a delightful garden on account of seven things that make a garden commendable. The first of these is firmness of enclosure. The second, density of trees. The third, beauty of flowers. The fourth, greenness of grass. The fifth, rivulet-flowing of a fountain. The sixth, sweetness of song. The seventh, nobility of aromatics.

1. Therefore first the Blessed Virgin was a garden fortified by the firm enclosure of a hedge. Hence also the Son of God says concerning her in Song of Songs 4:12: A garden enclosed is my sister bride, a garden enclosed. Twice he says, garden, for she was surrounded by firm cleanness of body and strong patience of heart. Cleanness of body stands against the delights of the world. But patience of heart resists the adversities of the age, lest, namely, through the delights and adversities of this world, the fruit of the Virgin be taken away by demons.

We too, dearest ones, as a fruitful garden, ought to be surrounded by the keeping of the ten precepts of the Lord; for where that hedge has not been, the whole possession of good works is plundered by demons. Hence Ecclesiasticus 36:27: Where there is no hedge, the possession will be plundered.

2. Secondly, she was planted with trees. But those trees were diverse virtues, namely prudence, fortitude, temperance, and justice; from their apples and fruits the Son of God was fed. Hence she herself says to the Son, Song of Songs 8:13: All the apples, new and old, my beloved, I have kept for you. The old apples were the examples of the Fathers of the Old Testament; the new apples were the examples of the Fathers of the New Testament; all these the Blessed Virgin offered in herself to the Son of God for eating.

We too, dearest ones, ought to plant the aforesaid trees in ourselves, so that through prudence we may discern between good and evil, through fortitude we may resist evil, but through temperance we may never exceed due measure.

3. Thirdly, the Blessed Virgin was adorned with flowers, namely with the lily of virginity, the rose of charity, and the violet of humility. Hence also a certain saint says in praise of her: "We admire in you the excellence of three flowers, with whose sweetest odor you fill the whole house of the Lord, O Mary, violet of humility, lily of chastity, rose of charity."

Let us too, dearest ones, take from those flowers in turn and transplant them into the little green-place of our heart, so that on account of their odor and loveliness the Son of God may deign to dwell with us.

4. Fourthly, she was delightful on account of the greenness of grass. By green grass is signified the green faith of the unspotted Virgin. For when Christ was dying, while all were wavering in faith, she alone, as an immovable column, persisted in faith.

We too ought with green faith, that is, faith that works good things through love of God, to make as it were a certain green-place in our heart, in which God may rest delightfully. Certain persons trust in dry grass, who believe that they can be saved if they only have faith and not works. Against these James 2:14 says: What will it profit, my brothers, if someone says that he has faith, but does not have works? Can faith save him? As if he were saying: No.

5. Fifthly, she is commendable on account of the fountain that, springing from her, irrigates the whole Church abundantly. But this fountain is the compassion and mercy of Blessed Mary, by which she flows to all, even however great sinners they may be. Concerning this fountain it is said in Song of Songs 4:15: A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, which flow by force from Lebanon. Therefore in Lebanon, that is, in the eminence of divine contemplation, the Blessed Virgin drew waters of compassion and mercy; these, poured forth from her as by the force of a river, gladden the city of God. (Psalm 45:5.)

We too ought to imitate the Blessed Virgin, so that we may have waters of compassion in our hearts, with which through dutiful alms we may irrigate the drynesses and poverties of the needy.

6. Sixthly, she is praiseworthy on account of the sweetness of song that was in her and always will be. For her devout acts of thanksgiving and holy meditations, and also her dutiful thoughts, like certain handmaids lifted on high by the wings of lively hope, made sweet harmony in the ears of the Lord. Was she not singing to the Lord when, breaking forth into acts of thanksgiving, she said, Luke 1:46: My soul magnifies the Lord, etc.? And certainly she herself still, as it were, a new song, which is sung before the seat of God and of the Lamb.

We too ought to sing to the Lord, that is, give thanks to him for all his benefits. Hence the Apostle says at Colossians 3:16: Be in grace, singing in your hearts to God.

7. Seventhly, she is commended on account of the nobility of aromatics that were in her. Hence concerning herself it is said in Ecclesiasticus 24:20: Like cinnamon and aromatic balsam I gave odor; like chosen myrrh I gave sweetness of odor. By cinnamon, which is dearer the slenderer it is, is noted virginal humility. For it is not judged wonderful if some woman is humble who formerly was subject to many sins; but if an immaculate virgin was humble, this is worthy of praise. By balsam, which is very hot, so that it vehemently kindles the palate of the one tasting, is noted maternal charity, through which fervent Mary loved the Son of God beyond every estimation of men. By chosen myrrh, which is known to be of much bitterness, is understood widowed adversity. For every myrrh, that is, all the bitternesses of the Passion that the Son of God drank, she herself also drank, and in a certain way she drank more. For the lance that pierced the side of the Savior did not make pain for the Son, but for the mother. The fact also that after death he is called deceiver does not aggravate the sorrow of the Son, but of his mother. Therefore on account of the three aforesaid things the blessed Virgin is supremely odoriferous.

We too ought through good works and the reputation of them to scatter a good odor for the edification of our neighbors. Hence Paul says, 2 Corinthians 2:15: We are a good odor to God in those who are being saved and in those who are perishing. Likewise, Ecclesiastes 7:2: A good name is better than precious ointments. Likewise, Ecclesiasticus 41:15: Have care for a good name; for this will remain to you more than a thousand precious and great treasures.

III.

On the third, note: Because the venerable Virgin formerly had received the Son of God into the garden of mind and body, he himself in reciprocal turn invites her into his super-heavenly garden, speaking thus to her: Come into my garden, my sister bride (Song of Songs 5:1). And note that heaven, into whose rest Blessed Mary, leaning upon her beloved, entered today, is well compared to a garden on account of the seven things said above.

1. First, on account of firmness of peace. Hence it is said in Psalm 147:12 and 14: Praise the Lord, Jerusalem... He who has placed peace as your borders and satisfies you with the fatness of wheat. Concerning this peace it is said, 2 Chronicles 20:30: The kingdom of Josaphat rested, and God gave him peace round about. Josaphat is interpreted he himself judging, and signifies the Son of God, to whom the Father committed judgment; and certainly in his kingdom there is peace round about.

Secondly, the kingdom of God is called a garden on account of the density of trees, among which one is highest and most beautiful, namely the triune and one God. Concerning this tree it is said in Genesis 2:9 that the tree of life was in the middle of paradise, by whose shade the souls of the elect are protected and by whose fruit they are refreshed. Under this tree the Blessed Virgin sits, raised upon a royal throne and adorned all around with golden garments, and also crowned with an imperial diadem. Hence she herself also says in Song of Songs 2:3: As the apple tree among the trees of the woods, so my beloved among the sons. Under the shade of him whom I had desired, I sat; and his fruit was sweet to my throat.

Thirdly, the kingdom of God is flowery with most pleasant flowers, namely roses, violets, and lilies; by these flowers are understood Martyrs, Confessors, Virgins, and Continent persons.

Fourthly, there is there the greenness of grass, that is, the sweet gaze and looking upon the divine humanity, which wonderfully refreshes the eyes of the elect.

Fifthly, the kingdom of God is commended by the fountain and by the river that comes forth from the seat of God and of the Lamb. Hence Apocalypse 22:1 says: He showed me a river of the water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding from the seat of God and of the Lamb. That river is inexpressible sweetness that flows from the whole Trinity. From this river friends drink, and the dearest become inebriated, as is said in Song of Songs 5:1. By friends are understood those who only keep the precepts. But by the dearest are marked those who add counsels also to the precepts, as virgins, and those leaving all things for Christ.

Sixthly, it is commended by sweetest song. For there is the sweetest harmony of Angels and holy souls. For they will sing the mercies of the Lord forever 1. "By this song," as Augustine says, "unto the glory of the grace of Christ, by whose blood we have been freed, nothing indeed will be more pleasant to that city."

Seventhly, the kingdom of God is commendable by aromatics. For there, to say nothing of the souls of the elect, a most sweet and most noble odor will also emanate from the bodies of the blessed. Hence Song of Songs 4:11 says: The odor of your garments is like the odor of frankincense. For the garments of the Saints are their bodies, whose odor will be like the noblest frankincense, which gives off fragrance in the days of summer.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may now so imitate the Blessed Virgin that before her we may be gathered with gladness in the garden of the eternal King. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Psalm 88:2. (Ps. LXXXVIII, 2.) ↩





Sermon XXXIV. On the Feast of Blessed Bartholomew the Apostle

SERMON XXXIV.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE.

You are those who have remained with me in my temptations. And I dispose to you, as my Father has disposed to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink upon my table in my kingdom. Luke 22:28, 29 and 30.

These words are said to the Apostles, of whom one was Saint Bartholomew; they are also said to all Christians who faithfully adhere to Christ in prosperous things and adverse things. Hence three things are to be noted here:

I. What are the temptations in which the Apostles remained with the Lord? II. What is the kingdom that they deserved to have disposed to them by the Son of God? III. What is the table to whose refreshment they long since came gladly?

I.

On the first, note: The temptations of the Lord were the persecutions of the Jews, with which they persecuted him in a threefold way, namely in heart, mouth, and work.

I. For in heart they hated the good God and contemned the lovable one. Hence he himself says in John 15:18, 24 and 25: If the world hates you, know that it had me in hatred before you. And below: If I had not done among them works that no one else has done, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father. But that the word that is written in their law may be fulfilled: They hated me without cause. Likewise the Lord says, John 7:7: The world hates me, because I bear witness concerning it that its works are evil.

Blessed Bartholomew also and the other Apostles endured the hates of evil men, which we too ought to do. Hence the Lord says, Mark 13:13: You will be hated by all on account of my name. But he who will have endured to the end, this one will be saved. Likewise he says, Matthew 24:9 and 13, and Luke 21:17. Likewise, John 15:19: If you had been of the world, the world would love what was its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Likewise Luke 6:22 and 23 admonishes us, when we are doing good things, to suffer gladly the hates of wicked men; for he says: Blessed will you be when men hate you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and exult; for behold, your reward is great in heaven.

In heart also they contemned the lovable one. Hence Isaiah 53:2 and 3 says: We saw him, and there was no appearance, and we desired him; despised, and the last of men. For the Prophets sought his coming with the highest desire, and Scribes and Pharisees despised him as the last, that is, the vilest. Likewise concerning the contempt of the Lord it is said, Luke 23:11: Herod with his army despised him and mocked him. But that the Jews reckoned the lovable Son of God contemptible is clear enough through this, that they spat upon him, as Matthew 26:67 and Mark 14:65 bear witness. The Apostles also were contemned. Hence if we serving God are contemned, we ought to endure patiently. Hence the Lord says, Luke 10:16: He who despises you despises me. And truly today good and simple persons are contemned, but wicked and crafty men are exalted. Hence it is said in Job 12:4 and 5: The simplicity of the just man is mocked, a lamp contemned in the thoughts of the rich, prepared for the appointed time. Therefore although the simplicity of the poor is today contemned among the thoughts of crafty rich men, it nevertheless will shine like a very bright lamp at the time of the final judgment, when the merits of individuals will be examined.

II. They also spoke evilly to Christ in his face. For they imposed six crimes on him. They said that he was a devourer, a drinker, a lover of evil-doers, a seducer of crowds, a receiver of demons, and an overturner of the nation.

Concerning the first three the Lord himself says, Matthew 11:19: The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say: Behold a man who is a devourer and a wine-drinker, a friend of publicans and sinners. As if he were saying: He consents to them and approves their deeds.

Concerning the fourth John 7:2 says: There was much murmuring in the crowd concerning Jesus. For certain persons were saying: Because he is good. Others were saying: No, but he seduces the crowds.

Concerning the fifth John 7:20 says: The crowd said to Jesus: You have a demon. Likewise the Jews say to the Lord, John 8:48 and 52: Do we not say well that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?... We have known that you have a demon. As if he were saying: You are a receiver of demons; by their ministry you do whatever things you do.

Concerning the sixth it is said in Luke 23:2, where they say to Pilate concerning Christ: We have found this man overturning our nation and forbidding tribute to be given to Caesar. Many other reproaches and false testimonies also they said in the face of Jesus.

Likewise, in his bodily absence they detracted from him in many things; they inverted the best things from his deeds. For when the Lord had cured a certain man who was blind and mute and possessed by a demon, as is said in Matthew 12:24, the Pharisees were saying: He does not cast out demons except in Beelzebub, prince of demons. Likewise, when he had given sight to a certain man who had been born blind, as John 9:16 and 24 says, certain persons from the Pharisees were saying: This man is not from God, because he does not keep the Sabbath... We know that this man is a sinner. So also in his other deeds they detracted from him and always turned them into evil.

And truly still today there are many Christians who speak evil of the Lord and blaspheme and invert the works of God, especially drinkers and players, plowmen and vine-dressers. For players blaspheme the Lord when they lose. But plowmen and vine-dressers very often reproach the weather and the fruits granted to them by God. Concerning this it is said in 2 Kings 16:5 and following that a certain man named Shimei was going forth and cursing, and throwing stones against David and against all the servants of King David. But all the people and all the warriors were walking on the right and left side of the king. And Abishai said to the king: Why does this dead dog curse my lord the king? I will go and cut off his head. And the king said: Leave him, that he may curse.

David is interpreted strong by hand, or desirable in countenance, and signifies the Son of God, who is strong by hand through justice and desirable in countenance through mercy; he also is surrounded on each side by a strong multitude of ministers. For as Daniel says, 7:10: Thousands of thousands ministered to him, and ten thousand times a hundred thousand stood before him. Nevertheless some wretched little man dares to curse and blaspheme the prince of the kings of the earth, and to throw stones of detraction against Christ, the discreet ordainer; and although Abishai, which is interpreted roaring of the father and signifies divine severity, says: I will go and cut off his head, nevertheless divine long-suffering and patience says: "Leave him, leave him, that he may curse, if perhaps afterward he may be converted and repent."

III. Nonetheless they did many evil things to him: finally they seized him, bound him, veiled his face, struck him with fists and slaps, scourged him, crowned him with thorns, struck his head full of sorrows with a reed, adorned his back with the gibbet of the cross, stripped him of garments, stretched him upon the cross, pierced his hands and feet, gave him vinegar and gall to drink, at the last pierced him with a lance, and, with money given, hid the glory of his Resurrection as much as they could. These and many other things they did to kind Jesus, in all of which the twelve disciples remained with the Lord in heart, mouth, and work.

II.

On the second, namely concerning the kingdom of God, of which the Apostles deserved to be made heirs, note that it is said in Daniel 7:26 and 27: The judgment will sit, ... so that the greatness of the kingdom... may be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. But this kingdom is commended by three things. First, by inestimable brightness. Hence in Matthew 13:43: Then the just will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. How would it not be bright there, where every just person will shine like the sun? Conversely, horrible darknesses will be in hell; for whatever is foul and horrible will flow down into hell.

It is also commended by tranquillity of peace. Hence it is said, 1 Chronicles 22:9: I shall give peace and leisure in Israel all his days. Likewise, 2 Chronicles 20:30: The kingdom of Josaphat rested, and God gave him peace round about. Josaphat is interpreted Lord judge and signifies the Son of God. Conversely, there will be no peace in hell, but continual disturbance of demons.

It is commended thirdly by the abundance of every good. Hence Deuteronomy 30:9 says: The Lord your God will make you abound in the abundance of the earth and in the largess of all things. Conversely, in hell there will be a perpetual defect of every good; nothing is there except evil.

III.

On the third, note: The table of the Lord, to which the Apostles and other elect have already come, is the enjoyment of the divinity and humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose table's dishes are innumerable. Concerning this Job 36:16 says: The rest of your table will be full of fatness.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may sustain all adversities of the world so patiently that we may arrive at the kingdom and table of the Son of God. May he grant this to us, etc.



Sermon XXXV. On the Decollation of Blessed John the Baptist, Opening

SERMON XXXV.

ON THE DECOLLATION OF BLESSED JOHN THE BAPTIST.

Herod sent and held John, and bound him in prison.... And after the executioner was sent, he beheaded him. Mark 6:17 and 27.

These words speak concerning the decollation of the venerable man Saint John the Baptist. Because he was rebuking Herod, because he had the wife of his brother, Herod, after his ministers were sent, caused him to be held and bound and imprisoned, and at last, at the suggestion of Herodias, ordered him to be beheaded in prison. And note that just as Herod killed the precursor of the Lord corporally, so the devil tries to kill any Christian spiritually. Hence three things are to be noted here:

I. What is understood by Herod? II. What is expressed by John? III. How is John killed?

I.

On the first, note: By Herod the devil is understood. Herod is interpreted glorying in skins. And truly the devil was glorying in skins, that is, in the beauty bestowed on him. Hence the Lord says to the devil in Ezekiel 28:12 and following: You are the seal of likeness, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. In the delights of paradise

you were: every precious stone was your covering... And your heart was lifted up in your beauty; you lost your wisdom in your beauty; I cast you onto the earth: ... you were made nothing, and you will not be forever. Therefore because the demons tried to lift themselves up against the Most High in their beauty, they were cast down from the empyrean heaven into this dark air, and they fell from blessed being into the being of misery; and for this reason it is said concerning the devil that he was made nothing.

And certainly demons still glory in their skins, that is, in the craftiness of wickednesses; as is read in the life of the Holy Fathers, that the son of a certain Gentile saw one night in a temple of idols Satan sitting with the troops of his attendants. And a certain demon coming was glorying that he had labored for thirty days for this, that much blood of men had been poured out in a certain war, and many had been killed. Another, advancing, boasted that in twenty days he had effected this, that many had been endangered and drowned in the sea. A third, coming with boasting, said that for ten days he had labored for this, that in certain nuptials, with many slain, the bridegroom himself was killed. But a fourth arriving brought glorious reports of his wickedness, namely that for forty years he had tempted a certain religious man concerning a certain woman, and now at last had made him fornicate with her; he alone before the others was received by Satan with great praises. For the devil desires the fall of the just exceedingly. That young man, seeing and hearing all these things, became Christian.

II.

On the second, note: By John the Baptist any Christian is taken. For John is interpreted one in whom there is grace, and truly into any Christian, when he is baptized, the grace of Christ descends. For then he is made a vessel of the Holy Spirit who previously was a vessel of the devil. And certainly there is scarcely anyone who has not received some spiritual grace from the Lord, which he ought to administer to another. To this 1 Peter 4:10 admonishes: Each one, just as he has received grace, administering it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Any penitent also ought to be a Baptist of the Lord, namely so that he may daily, as it were, baptize God and his own conscience in the waters of his tears.

III.

On the third, note: In five ways the devil labors for this, that the soul of a just man may die spiritually; and this is suggested in the present Gospel, where one reads that Herod first sent, secondly held, thirdly bound, fourthly imprisoned, fifthly beheaded John in prison.

I. First, therefore, the devil sends attendants through temptation and suggestion. For the seven mortal sins, namely pride, anger, envy, sloth, avarice, gluttony, and luxury, are the attendants and apparitors of the devil, who are sent out to capture the souls of the just. Concerning these one reads in 1 Kings 19:14: Saul sent apparitors, who would seize David. David is interpreted strong by hand, and signifies any Christian, whom Saul, that is, the devil, strives to capture by the ministry of his apparitors, that is, of the seven criminal sins.

II. Secondly, the devil holds the soul through consent and delight. For whenever a faithful man is tempted and disturbed by the devil, by the sending-in of temptations through evil Angels, it will not harm him as long as he does not consent and is not delighted in them; but as soon as he has begun to consent and be delighted, he is captured and held by the hand of the devil. Hence it is that any faithful person is admonished, Tobit 4:6: All the days of your life have the Lord in your mind; and beware lest at any time you consent to sin.

III. Thirdly, the devil conquers and binds the soul through commission of sin. For sins are the bonds and chains of the devil, by which sinners are bound in a fourfold way.

1. For there are certain persons whose feet and legs are bound by sins as by certain fetters, as dancers and those who go by night to commit thefts and perpetrate murders. Concerning these it is said, Proverbs 1:10 and following: My son..., if sinners have said: Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood... We shall find every precious substance; we shall fill our houses with spoils. Cast your lot with us; let there be one purse for us all. My son, do not walk with them: ... for their feet run to evil. Concerning these fetters it is said in Psalm 104:18: They humbled, namely the demons, in fetters, namely of the Saints, his feet, namely the feet of the sinner.

2. Others are those who around belly and thighs are bound with iron bonds, namely the gluttonous and the luxurious. To these Isaiah 58:9 and 11 says: If you remove the chain from the midst of you, ... the Lord will give you rest always. As if the Prophet were saying: O gluttonous one, and O you luxurious one, whose God is the belly, if you have removed from your midst gluttony and luxury, by which you are bound as by a certain hard chain, the Lord will confer everlasting rest on you. Otherwise you will be cast into eternal torments, where the malice of one hour will make forgetfulness of the greatest gluttony and luxury.

3. The third are those whose neck and throat are constrained and bound by a heavy bond, namely those who speak basely and uncleanly, and who detract, perjure themselves, and blaspheme. To such persons the Lord says, Isaiah 52:2: Loose the bonds of your neck, captive daughter of Sion.

4. The fourth are those whose hands and arms are tied by iron bonds, namely thieves, robbers, incendiaries, usurers, falsifiers, and those who play with dice and balls, and briefly all those who with hands and arms exercise works of iniquity. And certainly such persons need that it happen to them as it happened to Peter, namely that they be visited by the Angel of great counsel, Jesus Christ, and so the chains may fall from their hands 1.

IV. Fourthly, the devil imprisons the sinner through habituation of sinning; for sin is accustomed to be the prison of the devil, and the more often sin is repeated, the more firmly the sinner is kept under the power of the devil. On account of this Lamentations 3:7 says: He has built around against me, so that I may not go out.

V. Fifthly, the devil beheads the sinner through despair, when namely the wretched sinner, considering the long duration and magnitude of his sins, despairs that he could ever rise to penance, or leave sins behind, and make satisfaction to the Lord for them. Hence it is said in Proverbs 18:3: When the impious man has come into the depth of sins, he contemns; but ignominy and reproach follow him.

Therefore pray, dearest ones, to divine mercy, that through true penance it may snatch us as quickly as possible from the bonds and prison of the devil, lest Herodias, that is, the envy of the devil, glory in our destruction, but rather the whole army of the Angels of God rejoice concerning our salvation. May he deign to grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Compare Acts 12:7. (Cf. Act. XII, 7.) ↩





Sermon XXXVI. On the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

SERMON XXXVI.

ON THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

I am the mother of beautiful love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and of holy hope. Ecclesiasticus 24:24.

That we ought to rejoice inexpressibly concerning the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, the Holy Spirit excellently suggests to us, who today through Ecclesiasticus speaks in the person of the same Blessed Virgin Mary, saying thus: I am the mother of beautiful love, etc. And note that the whole human race before the rising of Blessed Mary was expelled from the inheritance of paradise, and on account of the sins of the first parents lay in the byway, and was languid and infirm. Hence it needed three things:

I. That it should have a vehicle in which it might be carried. II. That the true way should be shown to it. III. That it should be restored to the perpetual inheritance.

I.

First, therefore, because we are languid and infirm, Blessed Mary shows us a chariot in which we may be carried. But concerning the four wheels of this chariot she herself says: I am the mother of beautiful love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and of holy hope. Therefore beautiful love, and fear of the Lord, and knowledge, that is, faith, and holy, that is, firm hope, are the four wheels in the chariot or four-horse vehicle of Blessed Mary. Whoever will not have been carried in this chariot will never gladly see the face of God. Concerning this chariot it is said in Psalm 67:18: The chariot of God is manifold by ten thousands, thousands of those rejoicing; the Lord is in them. Understand these words thus, that the chariot of God and of Blessed Mary his mother is manifold by ten thousands of the elect. And truly not only ten, but indeed innumerable thousands of rejoicing souls have been carried in it to the perpetual kingdom. And certainly the Lord is in them, that is, in the midst of all his elect.

Therefore we ought to strive, dearest ones, to have beautiful love or charity, and fear of the Lord, and knowledge, that is, true faith, and holy hope. For without these four virtues we cannot be saved. Hence it is good to know the definitions of these virtues. Charity is the affection of the mind, extended fervently and orderly toward God and neighbor. Fear of the Lord is the watchful keeping, in faith and morals, of the divine precepts. Faith is to tend with the mind toward invisible things by holy zeal. Hope is the certain expectation of future beatitude, coming from merits and grace.

Note that the devil has a chariot, in which he leads sinners to eternal damnation. But this chariot has four wheels contrary to the aforesaid. The first wheel is foul love. The second is vain dissoluteness. The third is darkening of the mind. The fourth is foolish hope, or despair.

1. Against foul love, that is, luxury, it is said in Proverbs 5:2 and following: My son, attend to the fallacy of the woman, that is, of luxury. For the lips of the prostitute, that is, of unclean love, are a dripping honeycomb, and her throat is smoother than oil. But her last things are bitter as wormwood and sharp as a two-edged sword. For luxury sends body and soul into Gehenna.

2. Against vain dissoluteness Ecclesiasticus 2:15 says: Woe to those dissolved in heart, who do not believe God, namely that concerning all time uselessly lost through dissoluteness they will render an account before him, and therefore they will not be protected by him.

3. Against blindness of mind Isaiah 44:18 and 19 says: They have forgotten, lest their eyes see and lest they understand with their heart. They do not reconsider in their mind, nor know, nor feel.

NOTE that certain persons are so blinded that neither do they see with the eyes of the soul the most bitter Passion of the Lord, nor understand in their heart his most merciful patience, nor reconsider in their mind the most severe strictness of his judgment, nor know the most bitter affliction of Gehenna, nor feel the most sweet pleasantness of the kingdom of God. But these things especially before the rest ought to be seen.

4. Against false hope Ecclesiastes 5:5 and 6 says: Do not add sin upon sin. And do not say: The mercy of the Lord is great; he will have mercy on the multitude of my sins... For his wrath looks upon sinners. Against despair it is said in Proverbs 18:3: When the impious man has come into the depth of sins, he contemns; but ignominy and reproach follow him. Concerning the aforesaid chariot of the devil Exodus 15:4 says: The chariots of Pharaoh and his army he cast into the sea. Pharaoh is interpreted dissipating a man, and signifies the devil, who strives to dissipate religious men; the Lord will cast his chariot and his army riding in it into the sea, that is, into everlasting bitterness. Therefore it is advisable for us that we leap out from this chariot in good time.

II.

On the second, note: Because we are wandering, we need the true way to be shown to us. And certainly dutiful Virgin Mary does this for us. For from her was born he who says, John 14:6: I am the way, the truth, and the life. Hence she too, agreeing excellently with the words of the Son, says in Ecclesiasticus 24:25: In me is the grace of every way and of truth; in me is every hope of life and virtue. As if she were saying: I bore in my womb him from whom the grace of way and truth is had, and from whom the hope of eternal life is had.

And note that the way is most greatly commendable by five things, namely that it be easy or level, that it be straight, that it be bright, that it be peaceful.

1. And certainly the way that Mary, the rose of paradise, shows is easy or level. Hence she herself says, Proverbs 4:11 and 12: I will show you the way of wisdom; I will lead you through paths of equity; when you have entered them, your steps will not be narrowed. It is also said, Isaiah 40:4: The rough places will be into level ways. For although the ways of God seem very difficult to carnal men, nevertheless to religious men who have been anointed by the grace of the Holy Spirit they seem to be very light. Hence Bernard says: "At first something will seem unbearable to you; in the course of time, if you become accustomed, you will judge it not so heavy; a little after, you will not even feel it; a little after, you will even delight in it."

On the contrary, the ways of the devil are truly difficult. Hence the Lord says in Baruch 4:26: My delicate ones walked rough ways; for they were led like a flock seized by enemies. And so although for a time it may seem easy to serve the devil, afterward his servitude will be felt as most bitter.

2. Secondly, the Blessed Virgin shows us a straight way, as is said concerning her, Wisdom 10:9: Wisdom, that is, Mary, led the just man through straight ways, and showed him the kingdom of God. For the Son of Mary says, Jeremiah 21:9: I will lead them..., in a straight way, and they will not stumble in it, because I have been made a father to Israel. Dancers, players, and followers of other vanities and iniquities decline much from the way of God and of his mother. For the impious walk in a circuit, as is said in Psalm 11:9.

3. Thirdly, Mary, the lamp of the straight path, shows us a bright way. Hence Proverbs 4:18 says: The path of the just, like shining light, goes forward and grows unto the perfect day. Hence also the Blessed Virgin is signified by that column of fire that went before the children of Israel, illuminating their way.

On the contrary, the way of the impious, who do not follow the footsteps of the Blessed Virgin, is dark. Hence Proverbs 4:19 says: The way of the impious is dark; they do not know where they fall. O how happy are those who walk in such a way that, as soon as they have closed the eyes of the flesh, in death they see with the eyes of the soul the brightness of God! But woe to those who will then rush into everlasting darknesses!

4. Fourthly, the Mother of God shows us a beautiful and peaceful way. Hence concerning her Proverbs 3:17 says: Her ways are beautiful ways, and all her paths peaceful.

On the contrary, the way of sinners is stained and unclean. Hence it is said in Psalm 13:4: The sinner has embittered the Lord... God is not in his sight; his ways are stained at every time. Are not the ways of those persons stained who daily through luxury defile their souls and bodies? The way of sinners is also full of robbers. Hence Job says in the person of any sinner, 19:12: His robbers came together and made a way for themselves through me, and besieged my tent in a circle. By robbers are understood demons, who lie in the ways of the impious, of the rich, and of usurers, who are robbers of the poor, so that as soon as they have migrated from the tent of the body they may seize their souls to hell. For it is fitting that robbers be seized by robbers. Hence it is said: Woe to you who plunder; will you not also be plundered 1?

III.

On the third, note: Because we are still exiles, it is necessary for us to be restored through the queen of heaven into the inheritance of the happy fatherland. Hence she herself also invites us today to pass over to this inheritance from the concupiscence of this world. For she says: Pass over to me, all you who desire me, and be filled from my generations 2, that is, be filled with those goods that Jesus, born from me, will give to you. Perhaps someone could say: O Virgin, we do not wish to pass over to you, because you are turbulent in spirit, and the inheritance that you promise is not sweet and lovable, but bitter. Besides, you yourself are dying and soon about to die, and therefore you will be able to provide us no guarantee concerning the aforesaid inheritance, uvarandiam 3. To this she thus responds, and says to the first: My spirit is sweeter than honey. As if she were saying: I am not wrathful, nor turbulent in spirit, but, as guide, very gentle and sweet in mind and heart.

She also responds to the second: And my inheritance is above honey and the honeycomb. As if she were saying: The inheritance that I promise is not infected with the gall of any bitterness or inconvenience, but is supremely lovable and sweet. To the third also she says: My memory is unto the generations of ages. As if she were saying: I am not in any way changeable, nor am I about to die, but I am going to reign with my son Jesus Christ forever. Besides, she further explains how delightful and pleasant it is to dwell with her, and says: Those who eat me will still hunger; and those who drink me will still thirst; ... and those who work in me will not sin. As if she were saying: I am so sweet and beautiful that the souls of the blessed reckon my face, of which they never grow weary, as a most delicate and most opulent table. The service also that is shown to me is most becoming and honorable.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may now be carried thus in the chariot of the virtues of which the Virgin Mary is mother, and may so be led through her into the straight way, that with her also as guide we may be restored to the perpetual inheritance. May he grant this, etc.

Notes

	Isaiah 33:1. (Isa. XXXIII, 1.) ↩

	Ecclesiasticus 24:26 and following. (Eccli. XXIV, 26 et seq.) ↩

	Namely pledge, guarantee. (Scilicet arrha, arrhabo.) ↩





Sermon XXXVII. Likewise, on the Same Feast of the Nativity of Blessed Mary

SERMON XXXVII.

LIKEWISE, ON THE SAME FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF BLESSED MARY.

And a river was going out from the place of pleasure to irrigate paradise, which from there is divided into four heads. The name of one is Phison... The name of the second is Gehon... The name of the third is Tigris... The name of the fourth is Euphrates. Genesis 2:10 and following.

Four things are to be noted here:

I. What is the place of pleasure from which the fountain goes out? II. What is the fountain that proceeds from the place of pleasure? III. What is the paradise that this fountain is said to irrigate? IV. What are the four heads into which the fountain is divided from there?

I.

On the first, note: The place of pleasure is the Holy Trinity itself, from which through predestination the Virgin Mary went forth from the beginning and before the ages. For God the Father from eternity had foreseen and preordained her, by the cooperation of the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, to be the future mother of his only-begotten and co-eternal Son. Hence she herself says in Ecclesiasticus 24:14: From the beginning and before the ages I was created. She also says in Proverbs 8:22 and following: The Lord possessed me from the beginning of his ways, before he made anything from the beginning. From eternity I was ordained; the abysses did not yet exist, and I had already been conceived. Most truly the Holy Trinity is the place of pleasure. For all beatitude and joy of the elect emanates and flows out from the holy and most serene Trinity. On account of this it is said in Psalm 35:9: They will be inebriated from the abundance of your house, and with the torrent of your pleasure you will give them drink.

II.

On the second, note: By the fountain is understood the Virgin Mary, and this on account of five properties of a fountain. For by a fountain filths are washed, those burning are cooled, those thirsting are refreshed, gardens are irrigated, and faces are represented.

1. First, therefore, the Blessed Virgin as a fountain washes filthy things. For she, through her most efficacious intercession, pours compunction and contrition into sinners, by which they are cleansed from the filths of their sins. Concerning this fountain Zechariah 13:1 says: On that day there will be a fountain open to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for the washing of the sinner and of the menstruous woman. By the house of David is understood holy Church; but by the inhabitants in Jerusalem are figured all the faithful who are of the kingdom of the Church. Blessed Virgin Mary lies open through mercy and compassion, so that whatever Christian has implored her from the inmost heart will obtain pardon of his sins by her merits and intercession.

2. Secondly, the Blessed Virgin, like a fountain, cools with dutiful consolations all those suffering the heat of tribulations and adversities, if nevertheless they have implored her aid from the whole heart. Hence she herself is figured by that column of cloud, which, as we read in Exodus, going before the children of Israel, shaded their camps against the heat of the sun 1. Therefore it is necessary for us that, as the deer desires for the fountains of waters 2, so also our soul desire for the blessed Virgin.

3. Thirdly, the dutiful Virgin administers waters of devotion, by which the soul thirsting for God is refreshed. Therefore whoever wishes to have devout tears, let him hasten to the Blessed Virgin and strike her with the rod of his mouth, that is, with the rod of most attentive supplication; and truly she will give waters in abundance. For that rock that Moses struck prefigures her, and most abundant waters flowed, as is read in Exodus 3 and in the book of Numbers 4.

4. The Blessed Virgin, as a fountain, irrigates the whole garden of the Church flowing with virtues. Hence she herself also says in Ecclesiasticus 24:41 and 42: I, like the river Diorix and like an aqueduct, went out from paradise. I said: I will irrigate the garden of plantings, and I will inebriate the fruit of my meadow. Diorix is interpreted medicine of the human race, that is, the Son of God was brought as medicine. She is that aqueduct that in diverse ways irrigates the garden of the plantings of the Lord, that is, all the faithful dwelling in the Church. For for this one she obtains charity; for another chastity; for a third humility; for a fourth the gentleness of meekness; for a fifth sobriety; for a sixth largess; for a seventh patience; for an eighth obedience; for a ninth constancy of faith; for a tenth perseverance in every good; and so concerning the other virtues. Therefore whoever needs some virtue, let him ask insistently from the Blessed Virgin, and it will be given to him; for she is the treasurer of Jesus Christ.

5. Fifthly, by a fountain the faces of those looking are represented. So also the Blessed Virgin is the mirror of the imperial palace, which all the souls of the elect contemplate with the highest desire, and in which the faces of all the blessed are reflected and shine. Hence concerning her it is said, Wisdom 7:26: She is the brightness of eternal light, and the spotless mirror of God's majesty, and the image of his goodness.

III.

On the third, note: The paradise that the Virgin Mary irrigates is the angelic nature and the whole super-heavenly court. For the angelic nature, which is the paradise of delights, is irrigated through the Blessed Virgin. For they wonderfully love and embrace her, because through her their ruin is repaired. Behold, certain more eminent Angels, who were aware of the most secret counsels of the Lord, were irrigated through her from the foundation of the world, because they rejoiced inexpressibly concerning her future nativity. Nonetheless, the whole court of the blessed also is irrigated through the glorious Mother of God, because from her lovable presence it is continually gladdened with spiritual exultation and joy.

IV.

On the fourth, note: The four heads into which that fountain is divided signify the fourfold doctrine or admonition by which the Blessed Virgin goes around four kinds of men, desiring and procuring their salvation. The first are the poor and needy. The second are sinners. The third are the just and innocent. The fourth are the rich and abounding.

1. Therefore the first river flowing from the aforesaid fountain is called Phison, which is interpreted mouth of the nipple, or change of the mouth. But this river goes around the land Hevilath, by which India is understood, which is at the extremity of the earth. Therefore Phison signifies the compassionate doctrine of Blessed Mary, by which she goes around the poor and needy, who are as if in India, that is, established at the extremity of the earth, because they have little or nothing of the goods of this world. For she teaches them both by word and by example that they should be continent, faithful, and patient, namely that they should flee luxury, that they should not commit thefts, and that they should patiently sustain the adversities of this world. But she offers herself as an example of this threefold doctrine. For she was a poor little woman, but nevertheless most chaste, most faithful, and most patient.

2. The second river emanating from this fountain is called Gehon, and is interpreted opening of the earth, or breast. This river goes around Ethiopia, where black Ethiopians dwell. But this river signifies the admonition of the Blessed Virgin, which opens and desires the conversion of sinners. Therefore it goes around Ethiopia, black sinners, inviting them to three things. The first is that they withdraw from evil through contrition and confession. The second is that they take hold of discipline through solicitous satisfaction. The third is that to the satisfaction enjoined they also add other good things through the supererogation of good works. For it is required of sinners not only that through fasts, prayers, alms, and other labors they amend their excesses; they also need, after they have fulfilled all due satisfaction, to strive to buy and obtain the kingdom of God by new labors and good works also.

3. The third river proceeding from this fountain is called Tigris, which is interpreted speed. This river goes around the Assyrians, who are interpreted watchful or diligent in making. But this river signifies the congratulation and exhortation of the Blessed Virgin, which goes around the good and just, who are watchful in guarding themselves and loving God with the whole heart. But she persuades three things to them. The first is that for graces received they always give thanks to God. The second is that they should not despise sinners, but rather assist them through compassion. The third is that they should exist persevering unto the end in advancement of virtues and good works.

4. The fourth river is called Euphrates and is interpreted fruitful, and this goes around the Chaldeans, as is said in the histories. But Chaldeans are interpreted breasts, or wild beasts, or demons. Therefore this river signifies the instruction of Blessed Mary, who brought the fruit of eternal life, that is, Jesus Christ, to this world. But this river goes around the rich and abounding in this age, who ought to be the breasts of the poor, that is, their consolers and nourishers, although today through impiety they have been turned into cruel beasts and infernal demons. The Blessed Virgin, I say, goes around the rich, instructing them in three things. The first is that in all felicity of this age they should always fear God and have him before their eyes. The second is that they acquire or possess nothing through injustice. The third is that they always show dutiful kindness and mercy to the poor. For these three things are especially required from the rich.

Therefore pray to Blessed Mary that through her we may now be so refreshed in the exile of this world that at last in the fatherland we may deserve to behold the brightness of her face. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Compare Exodus 13:21 and following. (Cf. Exod. XIII, 21 et seq.) ↩

	Psalm 41:2. (Ps. XLI, 2.) ↩

	Compare Exodus 17:6. (Cf. Ex. XVII, 6.) ↩

	Compare Numbers 20:8 and following. (Cf. Num. XX, 8 et seq.) ↩





Sermon XXXVIII. Third on the Nativity of Blessed Mary, Opening

SERMON XXXVIII.

THIRD ON THE NATIVITY OF BLESSED MARY.

A star will rise from Jacob. Numbers 24:17.

It must be noted that that star whose rising that Gentile man Balaam foretold is the Blessed Virgin Mary. On account of this two things are principally to be noted here:

I. Why is the Blessed Virgin compared to a star? II. To which star is she more suitably adapted?

I.

On the first, note: Blessed Mary is compared to a star on account of six properties of stars, which concur in her.

1. First, therefore, as night is illuminated by the stars, so also the whole Church is illumined by the Blessed Virgin. Hence any Christian ought to say concerning the Blessed Virgin what is said in Wisdom 7:10: Above health and beauty I loved her, that is, Mary, and I proposed to have her for light, because her light is inextinguishable. The Blessed Virgin is much to be loved by any Christian, on account of this, that her light is inextinguishable. For no one sins so greatly, if he wishes through true penance to run back to her, that she is not immediately like a lamp to his feet and leads him back into the way of eternal salvation.

2. Secondly, in the nature of stars the Virgin is indicated to be of great cleanness. For the Blessed Virgin was of most clean nature; hence it is said concerning her, Wisdom 7:24 and 25: She reaches everywhere on account of her cleanness. A vapor

For it is the virtue of God, and it is a certain sincere emanation of the brightness of almighty God; and therefore nothing defiled runs into her. It is truly said that the cleanness of the Blessed Virgin reaches everywhere. For she reached the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. She reached the Father by receiving from his bosom his only-begotten Son. She reached the Son, receiving the same into her womb. She also reached the Holy Spirit, whom she had as helper of the divine conception. And truly Blessed Virgin Mary was clean. For she was a sincere emanation of the brightness of almighty God. She emanated from God from the beginning and before the ages 1, because she was predestined from eternity for this, that she should become mother of the Son of God; and therefore nothing defiled could enter into her. For it was fitting that she who was going to be mother of God should be holy and immaculate. But that the Blessed Virgin had been preordained from eternity as mother of God, she herself declares, Proverbs 8:22 and 23, where it is said: The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways, before he made anything from the beginning. From eternity I was ordained.

3. Thirdly, any star is greater than it seems to be; so also the Blessed Virgin, although she was of great merit before God through humility, nevertheless was small before herself. Hence one reads, Luke 1:28, that when the Angel had said: Hail full of grace, the Lord is with you, she, hearing these things, was troubled by persuading humility. As if she were saying: I am not worthy that I be or be called full of grace, and that the Lord be with me, and that I be called blessed among women. Hence also when the Angel afterward suggested to her that she would conceive and bear the Son of God, nevertheless she did not withdraw from her humility. But when the Angel had fulfilled his whole embassy, she responded to him, saying: Behold the handmaid of the Lord. She does not say: Behold the bride of the Father, behold the mother of the Son, behold the shrine of the Holy Spirit. But if she had said it, she would not have lied. We also ought to imitate the humility of Blessed Mary, namely that through humility we may be small in our own eyes, and thus we will be great in the eyes of God. Hence Samuel said to Saul, 1 Kings 15:17: When you were little in your own eyes, were you not made head among the tribes of Israel? and did the Lord not anoint you as king over Israel? As if he were saying: Once, when you were little in your own eyes, you were great in the eyes of the Lord. But now, when you are great in your own eyes, you are little in the eyes of the Lord; on account of this he also adds: The Lord has rejected you from being king 2.

4. Fourthly, from the ordered motion of the stars sweet harmony is stirred up, although it is not heard by us. So also the Blessed Virgin poured out the sweet harmony of devoted praise into the ears of the Lord, when she gave thanks to him for the benefits received from him. For she says: My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has exulted, and the rest that follows 3. Similarly we too, for the individual benefits received from God, ought to return to him magnificent praises and devoted actions of thanks, and thus we will stir up sweet harmony to the ears of his kindness. For thus he will be provoked to grant us more gifts of his mercies. Hence Ecclesiasticus 43:33 and 34 admonishes us: Blessing the Lord, exalt him as much as you can; for he is greater than all praise. Exalting him, be filled with virtue. As if he were saying: If you exalt him by returning thanks to him, he will fill you with ampler gifts of virtues. Hence Bernard also says: "Learn, in giving thanks, not to be tardy or sluggish; for ingratitude is a burning wind, drying up the fountain of mercy and the dew of dutiful kindness."

5. Fifthly, a star is not corrupted or violated in the outpouring of its rays. So also Blessed Virgin in the Nativity of the Son of God is not corrupted; but whom the Virgin conceived, and whom the Virgin carried in the womb, this one the Virgin also bore, and after birth she remained inviolate and always Virgin. Hence it is sung in the Sequence Laetabundus:

"As a star the ray, The Virgin brings forth the Son, In equal form. The star is not harmed by the ray, Nor by the Son Is the Virgin harmed."

We also ought to beware lest the devil corrupt our faith. Hence the Apostle says, 2 Corinthians 11:3: But I fear lest, as the serpent seduced Eve by his craftiness, so your senses may be corrupted and fall away from the simplicity, namely faith, which is in Christ. The faith of many today has been corrupted, and especially of women, in whom through incantations and sorceries, and tricks, and manifold medicines, in which they trust, the simplicity and purity of Christian faith is corrupted more than can even be said. For since they are daughters of Eve, imitating their mother, they permit their faith to be corrupted through many even incredible things. But lest the devil corrupt our souls through sins, we ought to keep the commands of the Lord. Hence it is said, Wisdom 6:19 and 20: The keeping of laws is the consummation of incorruption; but incorruption makes one to be near God.

6. Sixthly, a star is inseparably fixed in heaven and is not separated from it. So also Blessed Virgin did not separate herself from her son in all the persecutions that came upon him. For she suffered great poverty with her son at Bethlehem in the lodging-place. Hence Luke 2:6 and 7 says that, when she was in Bethlehem about to pay the census of her head, the days for her to give birth were fulfilled. And she bore her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in the manger, because there was no place for them in the lodging-place. She also suffered exile with her son for seven years in Egypt. Hence it is said, Matthew 2:14 and 15, that Joseph, rising, took the child and his mother by night and withdrew into Egypt, and he was there until the death of Herod. Nonetheless Blessed Virgin sustained incomparable sorrow with her son, standing beneath the gibbet of the cross. Hence John, who saw this, says, 19:26: When Jesus had seen his mother, he says to his mother: Woman, behold your son. As if he were saying: See, attend, and consider how great torments your Son is suffering; and through these words he in a certain way increased the mother's sorrows.

We also ought to love our Redeemer and adhere to him inseparably. Hence the Apostle says to the Romans 8:35: Who will separate us from the charity of Christ? tribulation? or distress? or hunger? or nakedness? or danger? or persecution? or the sword?

II.

On the second, note: The Blessed Virgin is assimilated to two suitable stars, namely to the morning star and to the marine star.

I. First, therefore, she is compared to the morning star. Hence Ecclesiasticus 50:6 and 7 says: Like the morning star in the midst of cloud, so she shone forth in the temple of God. For Blessed Virgin in her rising dissipated the cloud of sadness that had covered all the faithful awaiting the advent of Christ with great desire. For all those to whom it had been revealed in spirit that she who was going to be Mother of God had now been born could wonderfully and surely exult. Hence also the Church today invites her children to joy, singing thus: "With gladness let us celebrate the Nativity of Blessed Mary, that she may intercede for us to the Lord Jesus Christ."

And note that Blessed Virgin is compared to the morning star, which by another name is called Venus or Lucifer, on account of five things.

1. For first, just as Lucifer immediately precedes the day and the rising of the sun, so also Blessed Virgin Mary, by bodily entrance into the world, preceded the Son of God, who is the true day and eternal sun; indeed she herself, after the darknesses had been put to flight, led the true day and eternal sun, that is, the Son of God, into this world. On account of this we sing concerning her: "For happy are you, sacred Virgin Mary, and most worthy of all praise, because from you has arisen the sun of justice, Christ our God." Concerning the day also that this star produced into the world, it is said in Psalm 83:11: One day in your courts is better than thousands. For in the courts of the militant Church Christ alone is better than many thousands of other just persons. Hence also the bride in Song of Songs 5:10 says that he is chosen from thousands.

2. Secondly, just as the morning star, that is, Venus, is warm and moist, so also Blessed Virgin, when faithfully invoked, confers the warmth of beautiful love. Concerning the first it is said, Ecclesiasticus 24:24: I, she says, am the mother of beautiful love. Concerning the second she says in the same place, 24:41 and 42: I went out from paradise like an aqueduct; I said: I will water my garden of plantings, and I will inebriate the fruit of my meadow. The garden of plantings is holy Church, in which the plants of faithful men are planted. But these plants, so that they may advance the better, she waters with waters of graces, which she receives from Christ and transmits to all faithfully invoking her. And sometimes she also transmits the water of devotion so copiously into the hearts of her friends that they are inebriated, that is, that for a time they utterly forget all their miseries. Would that that dutiful Virgin might deign someday to inebriate us thus!

3. Thirdly, just as Lucifer always accompanies the sun, and when it follows the sun it is called Vesper, so also the Blessed Virgin continually followed the footsteps of the son dwelling in flesh; she also did not leave him when he had ascended into heaven. Hence Jerome says in a certain tractate on the Assumption of Blessed Mary: "If Christ is to be loved by all and to be sought with the whole heart, and with the whole soul, and with the whole strength, yet especially more ardently by her whose Lord and son he was. Therefore perhaps through excessive love we believe that sometimes she dwelt in the place where he is said to have been buried, so that love might be fed by dutiful gazings. For the place of her habitation is so placed in the middle on this side and that, that she can approach the footsteps of his ascension and the place of burial and resurrection, or visit all the places in which he suffered, not because she was now seeking the living one with the dead, but so that she might be consoled by her own sights. For impatient love does this, that it always believes that it finds the one whom it desires."

4. Fourthly, just as Lucifer, that is, the morning star, shines more among all the stars, so also Blessed Mary glows more in glory than any Angel, or even any Saint; hence it is said concerning her, Wisdom 7:29: She is more beautiful than the sun, and above every arrangement of the stars, compared to light she is found before it. Therefore the brightness of the undefiled Virgin exceeds the splendor of the sun and of all subcelestial stars; indeed Bernard says that "the heavenly fatherland itself glows more brightly, irradiated by the radiance of the virginal lamp." Lucifer itself also has a rejoicing color in its splendor; so also Blessed Mary gladdens all who deserve to behold her.

5. Fifthly, just as, with Martianus as witness, all pleasures are said to consist in the circle of Venus, so also Blessed Mary in the circle of her undefiled womb contained and hosted for nine months him who is the pleasure and joy of all the blessed. Hence it is sung in the Response: "The Virgin Mother of God contains in her womb the one ruling heaven and earth." In that circle also into which Blessed Virgin was translated there consists he who is the fountain of all pleasures, and who gives drink to the elect with the torrent of his pleasure. For Blessed Virgin is exalted above all the orders of Angels, as the Church confidently sings concerning her, and her throne has been placed beside the throne of her most serene Son Jesus Christ. Hence Jerome says: "Even if there are many mansions in the house of the Father, we believe that the Son granted a more splendid mansion to the mother."

II. On the second, note: Blessed Mary is also called the marine star; the whole Church testifies this, which sings thus in a certain Sequence: "Hail, bright star of the sea in light, etc." It also sings in the hymn: "Hail, star of the sea, etc." But she is compared to the star of the sea at least on account of two things. First, because through it every sailor is directed. Secondly, because she is found wonderfully similar to a needle in storms.

1. For first, just as sailors always consider the harbor and the way of navigation toward that star that is called the star of the sea, so also Blessed Virgin, for us established in the sea of this world, shows the way of navigation and the harbor of heaven. Hence she herself also says in Ecclesiasticus 24:26: Pass over to me, all you who desire me, and be filled from my generations. This star invites us to good lodging; for she promises to us that through her generation, that is, through her beloved Son Jesus Christ, she will fill us with every joy. This star also shows us the way that leads to the gate of paradise, saying thus in Psalm 33:12: Come, children, hear me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. As if she were saying: This is the way to the gate of paradise, the fear of the Lord. Hence Ecclesiasticus 1:12 and 13 says: The fear of the Lord will delight the heart, and will give gladness, and joy, and length of days. It will be well in the last things for the one fearing the Lord.

2. Secondly, note that one reads concerning the star of the sea that namely in a storm, when the sky is covered with clouds and the star of the sea cannot be seen, then sailors, taking a needle, throw it into a basin in which there is water; they also take a magnet, through which the needle lying in the basin is drawn around and turned around. But when the needle has thus been drawn around, they withdraw the magnet, and then the needle directs itself with its point against the star of the sea, and thus sailors consider in which direction the star of the sea is situated and follow it. These things can be excellently expounded concerning the Virgin Mary.

Therefore note that then there is most truly a storm in the soul, and then the sky is covered with clouds, when through sins the grace of God and of the Blessed Virgin is lost by wretched sinners. But what must sinners do, so that they may recover the grace of the mother of mercy? Certainly it is necessary that they take a needle, through which penance is figured, because through penance, as through a needle, the garment of innocence that was torn through sin is sewn again and repaired. But this needle, namely contrition or penance, ought to be drawn around in the heart by a magnet. But by the magnet is understood the fear of eternal damnation and of divine severity. For this fear draws iron to itself, that is, iron-hearted sinners. But when this stone has been withdrawn, that is, when fear has been lightened through hope of pardon, the needle turns itself, that is, penance turns itself, to the mother of mercy; that is, the sinner trustingly begins to do penance, because he believes and hopes that Mary, the mother of mercy, does not cast away the penitent, but rather is always ready to intercede on behalf of the guilty. Therefore those doing penance, by the guidance of this star, that is, by the guidance of the propitious Virgin, arrive at the gates of eternal salvation.

Therefore let us ask, dearest ones, this glorious star, that, as we are established in the pilgrimage of the present exile, she may so transmit to us the rays of her dutiful kindness that by the guidance of her rays each of us may arrive in the fatherland of perpetual felicity. May he grant this to us, etc.

Notes

	Ecclesiasticus 24:14. (Eccli. XXIV, 14.) ↩

	1 Kings 15:23. (I Reg. XV, 23.) ↩

	Luke 1:46 and following. (Luc. I, 46 et seq.) ↩





Sermon XXXIX. On the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

SERMON XXXIX.

ON THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS.

If I have been exalted from the earth, I will draw all things to myself. John 12:32.

Because today the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is being celebrated, therefore the Gospel is read in which the Lord makes mention how he himself was exalted on the cross. Hence three things are to be noted here:

I. What is plainly understood by the Exaltation of the Lord? II. Through what is the Exaltation of the Lord figurally expressed? III. Through what is every man drawn to him?

I.

On the first, note: By exaltation from the earth is understood the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Concerning this exaltation the same Lord says, John 8:28: When you have exalted the Son of Man, then you will know that I am. Expound these words thus: When you have exalted, that is, when you have crucified me, the Son of Man, that is, of the Virgin Mary, then you will know, that is, some from among you will know, that I am, namely the Son of God. Hence Mark 15:39 says that, when the Lord had died on the cross, the centurion who was standing opposite said: Truly this man was the Son of God. Luke 23:48 also says that the whole crowd of those who were present together at that spectacle and saw the things that were happening, striking their breasts, returned. As if by this they suggested that evil had been done against the Son of God.

II.

On the second, note: The exaltation or crucifixion of the Lord was prefigured by the exaltation of the bronze serpent in the desert. Hence the Lord says, John 3:14 and 15: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in Christ may not perish, but may have eternal life. Therefore note that one reads in the book of Numbers 21:4 and following that, when the children of Israel were in the desert, the people began to grow weary of the journey and labor; and speaking against God and Moses, they said: Why have you led us out from Egypt, so that we should die in solitude? Bread is lacking; there are no waters; our soul now loathes this very light food. For this reason the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and at their blows and the deaths of very many they asked Moses to pray for them. But when Moses was praying, the Lord said: Make a bronze serpent and place it for a sign; whoever, having been struck, looks upon it, will live. Therefore Moses made A BRONZE SERPENT and placed it for a sign; when those who had been struck looked upon it, they were healed.

Therefore for the understanding of the things set forth, three things are to be investigated here. The first is what is prefigured by the bronze serpent. The second is what is signified by its exaltation. The third is what is given to be understood by the fiery serpents.

I. On the first, note that by the bronze serpent the Son of God is figured, and this on account of six causes.

1. The first is because, as Jerome says to Praesidius On Contempt of Things, "when a serpent has grown old, it fasts for forty days, so that its skin may be loosened, and thus, passing through the narrow opening of a rock, it puts off the skin of old age." So also Christ fasted forty days and forty nights, so that he might teach us to do the same, so that thus, putting off the old skin of sins, we may walk in newness of spiritual life.

2. The second cause is because the serpent is contemptible and is hated. So also the Jews contemned and hated Christ. Concerning his contempt the Lord himself says in Psalm 21:7: I am a worm and not a man, the reproach of men and the rejection of the people. That they also hated him is testified, John 15:18: If the world hates you, know that it had me in hatred before you. And truly Christ is still contemned by many. For there are many who place a coin, and the belly, and a fornicating woman before the best God.

3. The third cause is because the serpent is a prudent animal. Hence it is said in Genesis 3:1: The serpent was more crafty than all the animals of the earth that the Lord God had made. So also the Lord through prudence overcame the devil on the cross. Hence Job 26:12 says: His prudence struck the proud one. For the Son of God, about to fight with the devil, put on the habit of those whom the devil had often defeated. But the devil, ignorant of the power of the divinity hidden under humanity, boldly fights with the Son of God, causing him to be suspended on the cross. But while he is believed to conquer, he is conquered, struck, and trampled down.

4. The fourth cause why Christ is compared to the bronze serpent is this, namely because bronze is very durable. So too Christ was bronze, because he was most patient. For he was of the highest patience in all the bitternesses of his Passion. Hence Paul also invites us, Hebrews 12:3 and 4, to behold and imitate the patience of this bronze serpent, saying thus: Think upon him who sustained such contradiction from sinners against himself, so that you may not grow weary, failing in your souls. For you have not yet resisted unto blood.

5. The fifth cause is that bronze is the most vocal and most resonant among all metals. So also Christ emitted clearest and sweetest voices in the midst of the bitternesses of his Passion, as Luke 23:34 and 43 testifies. For he said to the Father: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. He also said to the thief: Amen I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.

6. The sixth cause is that bronze, among all metals, is most suitable for the preservation of eye-salves. So also the body of the Lord was the vessel of the most efficacious eye-salve and of the best medicine. For from it flowed forth that precious blood that is the most noble medicine of the whole world. Hence Augustine says in the book On the Soul: "O medicine consulting for all, compressing all swelling things, restoring all wasting things, cutting away all superfluous things, preserving all necessary things, repairing all lost things, correcting all depraved things!"

II. On the second, note that the exaltation of the bronze serpent that Moses lifted up on a pole for the sight of the people prefigured this, that Jesus Christ had to be suspended on the cross, so that whoever should behold him through true faith, that is, through that faith that works good things, would be cured from all the wounds of his crimes.

III. On the third, note that by the fiery serpents are understood mortal sins, namely pride, anger, envy, sloth, avarice, gluttony, and luxury. The first serpent, namely pride, chiefly invades the neck and head. The second, that is anger, the heart and breast. The third, namely envy, the marrow and bones. But the fourth, namely sloth, bites the feet and legs. The fifth, namely avarice, the hands and arms. But the sixth, that is gluttony, tears the belly and entrails. The seventh serpent, that is luxury, poisons the loins and thighs.

But these serpents are called fiery on account of two things. The first is because they burn up and consume all the good works of men. The second is because they present and hand over the souls that they have poisoned to eternal fires. But concerning that fire with which these fiery serpents are going to poison, it is said in Job 31:12: It is a fire devouring unto perdition and uprooting all produce, namely of virtues and good works. Therefore whoever will have been struck by those fiery serpents should look back at our bronze serpent, that is, Jesus Christ suspended on the cross, and he will be cured. For Jesus hangs in extraordinary humility against pride; he hangs in the greatest gentleness of heart against anger; he hangs in chief charity against envy; he stands on the cross in the unutterable bitterness of sorrows against sloth; he stands in highest poverty against avarice; he hangs in the dryness of hard thirst against gluttony; nonetheless he stands in praiseworthy chastity of body against luxury.

III.

On the third, note: The Lord exalted on the cross draws all things to himself. But by all things a human being is denoted, for all things were made on account of him, and all things come together in him. For he has reason with Angels, and life with trees; he senses with animals, and has being with stones. But the Lord draws us with a threefold cord, of faith, hope, and charity. Hence these three virtues are called Theological, that is, divine. Concerning that threefold cord Ecclesiastes 4:12 says: A threefold cord is broken with difficulty. Therefore through faith a human being sees God and all things that God has prepared for the elect. Through hope a human being desires to apprehend the things that faith has shown him. But through charity he labors and works strongly, so that he may be worthy to possess those things that he sees through faith and desires through hope.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may now behold him on the gibbet of the cross so faithfully that we may at last also deserve to see him sitting gloriously on the royal throne. May he grant this, etc.



Sermon XL. On the Feast of Blessed Matthew the Apostle

SERMON XL.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED MATTHEW THE APOSTLE.

I have not come to call the just, but sinners to penance. Luke 5:32.

Note that the Lord calls both sinners and just persons. Hence one must note here concerning the threefold calling of the Lord:

I. The Lord calls sinners to penance and conversion. II. He calls the just to ampler perfection. III. He calls penitents and innocents to perpetual remuneration.

I.

Concerning the first calling it is said in Matthew 9:9: Jesus saw a man sitting in the toll-office, named Matthew. And he said to him: Follow me. And rising, he followed him.

And note that Blessed Matthew did four things that a truly penitent person ought to do. For when the Lord was calling him, he left all things, rose, followed Jesus, and made a great banquet for him in his house. Hence it is said in Luke 5:28 and 29: Leaving all things, rising, he followed him, and Levi, that is, Matthew, made a great banquet for him in his house. So also any sinner, 1. Ought to leave all sins and occasions of sins through fear, because the fear of the Lord expels sin 1. 2. He ought also to rise, that is, to raise himself upward, through hope, because hope desires heavenly things. 3. He also ought to follow God through faith. For faith always leans upon all the footsteps of Jesus Christ; for it follows him to the place of passion and punishment, and to the tribunal of strict judgment, and to the throne of the heavenly palace. 4. He ought to prepare a great banquet for him in the house of his soul, through charity. For charity works good works, in which God delights as in most sweet dishes.

Likewise concerning the calling of sinners it is said, Matthew 4:17: Jesus began to preach and to say: Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near. It is also said, Mark 1:14 and 15: Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God and saying: Because the time has been fulfilled and the kingdom of God has drawn near, repent and believe the Gospel.

Note here two causes why each person ought to do penance quickly.

1. The first cause is the brevity of time, which is noted there: Because the time has been fulfilled. Therefore, since we are uncertain whether we will live tomorrow, how do we dare to defer our conversion even until tomorrow? Hence it is said, Ecclesiasticus 5:8 and 9: Do not delay to be converted to the Lord, and do not defer from day to day; for his wrath will come suddenly. Hence Augustine also says in the book On the Words of the Lord: "This is the very thing that has killed many, while they say: Tomorrow, tomorrow; and suddenly the door is closed. He remained outside with the raven's voice, because he did not have the dove-like groan." Likewise, in the same work on that place of Proverbs 3:28: Do not say to your friend: Go and return, and tomorrow I will give to you, when you can give at once. "You have heard the precept of not deferring, so that you may be merciful to another, and by deferring you are cruel to yourself. You ought not defer when you are going to give bread, and you defer when you are going to receive indulgence."

2. The second cause through which we are invited to swift penance is the pleasantness of the glorious kingdom of God, which is noted there, Matthew 4:17: Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near. If someone were so hungry that he entered a sty of swine to be refreshed from their foods, and then were called by some great prince to his palace, where satiety from the best dishes was truly promised to him, ought he not go gladly and quickly? But if he were to answer the one calling him and say: Wait for a time, for first I will fill my belly with the husks of swine, would he not be judged most foolish? Thus it is concerning many. For since a human being naturally has a soul so hungry that it cannot be filled or satisfied except by the Trinity alone, nevertheless many embrace the dung of base pleasures, so that through them they may satisfy their wretched concupiscence. But concerning the dishes of the eternal king they care either nothing or very little. Therefore because we are called to penance, one must know what true penance is. A certain Gloss on Matthew says: "Penance is said from punishing, by which each person punishes what he has illicitly committed." Likewise, another Gloss in Matthew says: "To repent is to weep for things done before, and not to commit things to be wept over." Augustine in a certain sermon On Penance says: "Penitents, penitents, penitents, if nevertheless you are penitents and are not mockers, change your life." Through this, that he says penitents three times, he suggests to us that penance ought to be threefold, namely of heart, mouth, and work. The first consists in vehement contrition; the second in pure confession; the third in full satisfaction.

II.

Secondly, the Lord calls the just to ampler perfection. And note that Christian perfection especially consists in four things. The first is continual continence. The second is total obedience. The third is the sacrifice of voluntary poverty. The fourth is fervent desire for martyrdom.

1. The Lord called John the Evangelist to continual continence, when he had been invited to the wedding of the same man, as the Saints assert. Concerning this perfection the Lord says, Matthew 19:12: There are eunuchs who have castrated themselves for the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who can grasp it, grasp it. One reads in the life of the Holy Fathers concerning a certain layman who for a long time had had a legitimate wife, but had never known her, but had held her as a sister. Here those who do not wish even to abstain from fornication on account of God are to be vehemently rebuked.

2. The Lord also calls us to total obedience, Matthew 16:24: If anyone, he says, wishes to come after me, let him deny himself. That man denies himself who renounces his own will and entrusts himself wholly to another through obedience. We have this example from Christ, who, placed in agony, said to the Father, as Mark 14:36 testifies: Abba, Father, all things are possible to you; transfer this chalice from me, but not what I will, but what you will. There the Gloss says: "Until the end he does not cease to teach us to obey parents and to place their will before our own will." Here laypersons are to be admonished to obey their priests faithfully.

3. The Lord also called Peter and Andrew and the sons of Zebedee to the sacrifice of voluntary poverty, as is read in Matthew 4:22. For it is said there that, with nets and father left behind, they followed him. Hence it is also read in Matthew 19:21 that when a certain young man had said that he had kept all the commands of the Lord from youth, Jesus said to him: If you wish to be perfect, go, sell the things that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Here those who cannot leave all things are to be admonished that at least they should administer their alms largely to the poor.

4. Fourthly, the Lord calls the just to fervent desire for martyrdom. Hence he says, Luke 14:27: He who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. That man carries his cross who desires to die for Christ. Here weak Christians, who fear to suffer death for Christ, are to be admonished that at least they beware of this, lest Christ suffer from them, that is, lest through their sins they crucify the Son of God again.

III.

Thirdly, the Lord will call penitents and innocents to perpetual remuneration. Hence it is said, Matthew 20:8: When evening had come, the lord of the vineyard says to his steward: Call the workers and pay them their wage. Hence it is also said, Matthew 25:34: Then the king will say to those who will be at his right hand: Come, blessed of my Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

And note that the Lord will reward his elect especially through three things. For first he will adorn them with garments of glory. Secondly he will place them on royal thrones. Thirdly he will provide them excellently with most delicate dishes.

1. Concerning the first it is said, Baruch 5:1: Take off, Jerusalem, the robe of your mourning and vexation, and put on the beauty and honor that is yours from God of everlasting glory. Likewise, Isaiah 51:1: Put on the garments of your glory, Jerusalem, city of the Holy One. The Lord will say the aforesaid words to any elect person when he clothes him with the robe of perpetual brightness. For by Jerusalem any elect person is understood.

2. Concerning the second it is said in Job 36:7: The Lord will not take his eyes from the just man, and he places kings on the throne forever, and they are raised up. By kings are understood good Christians, who rule themselves and their household well, if they have one. The Lord will place these on seats, that is, royal thrones.

3. Concerning the third it is said in Isaiah 49:23: Kings will be your nourishing fathers, and queens your nurses. By kings are understood the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who govern the monarchy of the heavenly kingdom with indivisible unity. By queens are designated power, wisdom, benevolence, which are as it were the spiritual brides of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. What kinds of dishes do you think these Kings and these Queens will bring forth from their storerooms? On the contrary, wretched and naked sinners will be plunged down into the abyss of hell, where they will eat wormwood and drink the gall of dragons, that is, they will suffer eternal punishments.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may now follow him so through penance and Christian perfection that at last we may be admitted to the banquets of the elect, etc.

Notes

	Ecclesiasticus 1:27. (Eccli. I, 27.) ↩





Sermon XLI. On the Feast of Blessed Maurice and His Companions

SERMON XLI.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED MAURICE AND HIS COMPANIONS.

They fled over to David, when he was hiding in the desert, men most robust and excellent fighters, holding shield and spear: their faces were like the face of a lion, and swift like roe-deer in the mountains. 1 Chronicles 12:8.

These words are read in the book of Chronicles, and they can most fittingly be expounded concerning Blessed Maurice and his companions. Hence first four things are to be noted:

I. Who in this place is understood by David? II. What is expressed by the desert in which he hid? III. When are these said to have fled over to David? IV. From what things are these men also held commendable?

I.

Concerning the first, note: By David the Son of God is understood. And this is on account of three things, namely on account of the agreement of name, and of body, and of work.

1. First, David by the agreement of his name expresses Christ. For David is interpreted strong of hand, and truly the Son of God is strong in hands. For he can, when it has pleased him, break all the sinners of the earth, as the vessels of a potter are broken. Hence it is said to him in Psalm 2:9: You will rule them with an iron rod, and you will break them like a potter's vessel. Hence also it is said, Deuteronomy 7:9: The Lord your God, he is the strong and faithful God.

2. Secondly, David by the agreement of his body prefigures Christ. For David was ruddy, and beautiful to behold, and of comely face, as is read in 1 Kings 16:12. So also he was white and ruddy, chosen out of thousands 1. Indeed Christ was white through the purity of immaculate flesh. But he was ruddy through the harshness of the Passion: for then his body was reddened through his own blood.

3. Thirdly, by the agreement of work David expresses Christ. For David did a magnificent work when he cast down and killed Goliath the Philistine, who was reproaching the ranks of Israel, as is said in 1 Kings 17:50. Christ also, dying on the cross, by the virtue of his divinity overthrew and trampled down the devil, the enemy of the whole human race.

II.

Concerning the second, note: By the desert in which David hid, holy Church is designated. For holy Church is rightly called a desert, because at that time when these Martyrs suffered, there were few faithful in the Church in comparison with the multitude of unbelievers. Then also Christ as it were lay hidden, when few dared to confess in public that they were Christians. And truly even today the Church can rightly be called a desert, because although in her many seem to be Christians both in name and in body, nevertheless few in her are such by merits and by soul. For all who are subject to some mortal sin, and who are lovers of this world, are not of the Church of God, but rather of the synagogue of the devil.

III.

Concerning the third, note that then these glorious soldiers fled together to the true David in the desert of the Church, when, believing in Christ, they caused themselves to be baptized by the Bishop of Jerusalem. For when either a Jew or a Pagan, truly believing in Christ, causes himself to be baptized, then he transfers himself from the soldiery of the devil to the soldiery of Jesus Christ. Hence the Priest says to him who is to be baptized: "Do you renounce Satan and all his pomps, etc.?" As if he were saying: Do you now leave the service of the devil, and profess that you are a servant of God? May God grant us this, dearly beloved, that by deeds we may fulfill what now in baptism we promised.

IV.

Concerning the fourth, note: Blessed Maurice and his companions are commended especially from six things.

1. The first is that they were most robust men. For they were men through firmness of spirit, and not women through weakness of heart. And they were most robust for fighting down a threefold enemy. Indeed they were robust against the concupiscence of this world; they were more robust against the wantonness of their own flesh; they were most robust against the obstinacy of demons. For they powerfully and manfully subdued these three enemies to themselves.

We too need, dearly beloved, to be robust against these three enemies. Therefore for trampling down the concupiscence of this world 1 John 2:15 admonishes us: Do not, he says, love the world. If anyone loves the world, the charity of the Father is not in him, that is, he will not be loved by God. But for pressing down the wantonness of the flesh we are admonished by Paul at Romans 6:12: Let sin not reign, he says, in your mortal body, so that you obey its concupiscences. Likewise, at Galatians 5:24: Those who are Christ's have crucified their flesh with the vices and concupiscences, that is, they have pressed down their flesh and extinguished its vices and concupiscences. Also for enervating the obstinacy of demons, that is, their insolent wickedness, 1 Peter 5:8 and 9 admonishes us: Your adversary, he says, the devil, goes about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour; resist him, strong in faith. Paul exhorts us to the same thing, at Ephesians 6:11: Put on the armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the snares of the devil.

2. The second thing from which these distinguished soldiers are commended is this, that they were fighters. For they attacked the unjust and impious, but protected the good and pious. Hence Blessed Maurice said to Maximian: "Our right hands know how to fight against the impious and unjust; they do not know how to tear apart the pious and fellow-citizens. We have always fought for justice, for piety, for the safety of innocents."

So also the princes and soldiers of our time ought to do. For they ought to imitate Saint Maurice, and also Judas Maccabaeus, of whom it is read, 1 Maccabees 3:3 and 5: Judas Maccabaeus protected the camps with his sword, and he pursued the unjust, searching them out; and those who were troubling his people, he burned them with flames. For soldiers have received the sword for this, that they may defend the enclosures of religious, and wards, and orphans, and widows and the poor from the injuries of the impious.

3. The third thing that contributed to their commendation is this, that they held a shield. By the shield the Lord's cross is figured, which these glorious martyrs continually carried on the arm of their remembrance.

Let us too hold this shield, dearly beloved; hence Bernard says: "I will be mindful, as long as I live, of the labors that Christ sustained in preaching, of the fatigues in going about, of the temptations in fasting, of the vigils in praying, of the tears in having compassion. I will also remember the pains, insults, spittings, blows, scourgings, mockings, reproaches, nails, and things like these; otherwise the blood of the Just One, which has been poured out upon the earth, will be required from me."

4. The fourth thing from which these martyrs are commended is this, that they also held a spear. By the spear can be understood that lance with which one of the soldiers opened the side of the Savior, and immediately there came forth blood and water 2.

And certainly this piercing of Christ's side was the spiritual martyrdom of Blessed Mary the Virgin. For the body of the son, already dead, did not feel this piercing, but this perforation of the dreadful lance passed atrociously through the soul of the Blessed Virgin, who then was standing by. Therefore these noble men held this spear or lance in the hands of memory, because they often had in mind the incomparable grief of the pious Virgin Mary, so that by it they might more lightly tolerate the griefs of their mothers and wives, which they foresaw as likely to be had by them from their martyrdoms. For it is probable that several of these martyrs had both mothers and wives living when they suffered.

Jerome also admonishes us not to be drawn back from the service of Christ on account of the griefs of our parents, and he speaks thus: "Although a little nephew may hang from your neck, although with hair disheveled and garments torn your mother may show the breasts by which she had nourished you, although your father may lie on the threshold: go forward over your father, fly with dry eyes to the standard of the cross. The only kind of dutiful love in this matter is to be cruel."

5. The fifth thing from which these are commended is this, that their faces were like the faces of a lion. A lion has a robust and confident face, as is said in Proverbs 30:30: The lion, strongest of beasts, will fear no encounter. So too these martyrs, from their justice, had great confidence concerning divine remuneration; hence Proverbs 10:8: The expectation of the just is gladness. But these blessed martyrs were just. Hence it is sung of them: "Not unmindful of the evangelical precept even under arms, the things that were God's, to God; the things that were Caesar's, to Caesar they restored."

6. The sixth thing from which they exist as commendable is this, that they were swift like she-goats in the mountains. She-goats have very sharp sight and are very swift. So too these martyrs, because they were contemplating the glory of martyrdom, were hastening swiftly to martyrdom. For that glorious army despised the matter of present things on account of the hope of future things. For those vigorous soldiers could say what the Apostle says at 2 Corinthians 4:17 and 18: That which is at present momentary and light in our tribulation works in us above measure in sublimity an eternal weight of glory, while we are not contemplating the things that are seen, etc.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may so venerate and imitate those glorious martyrs on earth, that we may also deserve to be joined to them in heaven. Amen.

Footnotes:

1 Song of Songs 5:10.

2 John 19:34.

Notes

	Song of Songs 5:10. (Cant. V, 10.) ↩

	John 19:34. (Joan. XIX, 34.) ↩





Sermon XLII. On Saint Michael

SERMON XLII.

ON SAINT MICHAEL.

See that you do not despise one of these little ones: for I say to you, that their Angels in heaven always see the face of my Father, who is in heaven. Matthew 18:10.

Three things are principally to be noted here.

I. What is understood by the little ones? II. Why does the Lord forbid that any of the little ones be despised? III. On account of what is the face of God the Father seen by the Angels?

I.

Concerning the first, note: By the little ones here are understood the simple, the poor, and the weak. For the simple are little ones, that is, small in the cunning of this world. The poor are little ones in the abundance of things. The weak are modest in the sufficiency of powers. And truly the simple are not to be despised, because as is said in Proverbs 3:32: With the simple is his conversation, that is, the conversation of Jesus Christ. The poor also are not to be looked down upon, because, as is said in Proverbs 17:5: He who despises the poor man reproaches his maker. And it is also said in Psalm 10:14: To you, O Lord, the poor man has been left. The weak also are not to be held in contempt. For the Lord has compassion on the weak. Hence it is said in Psalm 6:3: Have mercy on me, Lord, because I am weak. Concerning the aforesaid little ones the Lord says, Luke 12:32: Fear not, little flock, because it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom.

II.

Concerning the second, note: Besides the aforesaid things the Lord assigns the reason why the little ones are not to be despised, and says: See that you do not despise one of these little ones, etc. As if he were saying: Beware for yourselves; take care that you do not despise any simple person, or poor person, or weak person. For I hold them so worthy that I have deputed Angels for their guardianship. And certainly not such Angels as are like serving-boys from my kitchen, but such as are of the palace of my empire, and who always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. On the aforesaid place the Gloss says: "Great is the dignity of souls, that each one from the beginning of birth has an Angel delegated for its guardianship."

III.

Concerning the third, note: For four reasons the Angels see the face of God the Father. The first is so that through them the good works of human beings may be offered eagerly to God the Father. The second is so that whoever have been sent for the salvation of the faithful may set out swiftly. The third is so that they may piously rejoice with God over the conversion of sinners. The fourth, so that they may feast insatiably in the most beautiful face of God.

I. Concerning the first, namely that the Angels offer and represent the good works of human beings to God, Raphael himself bears witness, Tobit 12:12 and 13, speaking thus: When you were praying with tears, and were burying the dead, and were leaving your meal, and were hiding the dead by day in your house and burying them by night, I offered your prayer to the Lord. And because you were accepted by God, it was necessary that temptation prove you. It is also read in Acts 10:3 and 4 that an Angel, appearing to Cornelius, said to him: Cornelius, your prayers and your alms have ascended for remembrance in the sight of God. As if he were saying: I offered them to God. Hence it is said in Apocalypse 8:3: An Angel came and stood before the altar, having a golden thurible; and much incense was given to him, that he might give from the prayers of all the Saints upon the golden altar that is before the throne of God. Note that the altar is the heart of a devout human being, before which the Angels stand, namely so that they may offer the thoughts, prayers, speeches, and works of human beings, kindled by the fire of charity, in the thurible of their eagerness upon the golden altar that is before the throne of God, that is, represent them to the Son of God, who is in the bosom of the Father. It is good, therefore, dearly beloved, that we always place something good in the thuribles of the Angels.

II. Concerning the second, namely that Angels are sent and set forth for the salvation of human beings, this is plainly proved in Tobit 12:14, where Raphael the Angel said to the elder Tobias: The Lord sent me to heal you, and to free Sarah, the wife of your son, from the demon. And there are set down there eight benefits of Raphael, which the younger Tobias recalls in order, speaking thus to his father, 12:2 and 3: Father, what reward shall we give him? or what could be worthy of his benefits? Now he begins to number the benefits of the Angel, and says: He led me and brought me back sound. Behold the first. He himself received the money from Gabelus. Behold the second. He himself caused me to have a wife. Behold the third. And he himself restrained the demon from her. Behold the fourth. He caused joy for her parents. Behold the fifth. And he snatched me myself from the devouring of the fish. Behold the sixth. He also caused you to see the light of heaven. Behold the seventh. And through him we have been filled with all good things. Behold the eighth. And certainly even today they are sent to the faithful in the Church, to guard them in all their ways. Hence it is said in Psalm 90:11: God commanded his Angels concerning you, that they guard you in all your ways.

And NOTE that there are three kinds of human beings in the Church of God, for whose teaching and guardianship three Angels especially seem to be deputed, namely Michael, Gabriel, Raphael. Now these three kinds of human beings were signified by Noah, Daniel, and Job, who alone are said to be saved. For it is read in Ezekiel 14:14: If these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in the midst of it, they themselves by their justice will free their souls. By Noah, who ruled the ark, are understood Princes or Prelates. By Daniel, who was a virgin and continent, are understood virgins and continent persons. By Job, who was in marriage, are figured married persons.

Michael therefore was deputed to the guardianship and teaching of Prelates and Princes. Hence also he himself is called Prince in Daniel 10:13, where Gabriel says to Daniel: Behold Michael, one of the first Princes, came to my assistance. It is also said, Daniel 12:1: At that time Michael will rise up, the great Prince who stands for the sons of the people. Now Michael is interpreted Who is like God, and from the very interpretation of his name he suggests that Prelates and Princes ought to be like gods; but God is faithful, and true, just, and merciful.

1. That God is faithful is said in Deuteronomy 32:4: God is faithful, and without any iniquity. So too Princes and Prelates ought to be faithful, but now they are contrariwise. For the Lord says, Isaiah 1:23: Your princes are unfaithful, companions of thieves.

Likewise, God is true. Hence it is said, John 3:33: He who has received his testimony has sealed that God is true. So also they themselves ought to be truthful. For a lying lip does not befit a prince, as is said in Proverbs 17:7.

3. God also is just. Hence Psalm 10:8 says: The Lord is just, and he has loved justices. So too they themselves ought to be just. For by justice the throne is made firm, as is said in Proverbs 16:12.

4. God also is merciful. Hence it is said in Psalm 85:15: You, Lord God, are compassionate and merciful, patient and of much mercy. So Princes and Prelates ought to be merciful, because it is said in Proverbs 20:28: Mercy and truth guard the King, and his throne is strengthened by clemency.

Gabriel was deputed to virgins and continent persons. Hence he himself also was sent to Daniel the virgin, that he might make him understand the marvelous visions that he had seen and that were to come. For it is said, Daniel 8:16: Gabriel, make that one understand the vision. For he was sent to announce the conception of John the Baptist, who remained a virgin. He was also sent to Mary the Virgin, that he might announce to her that she would conceive the Savior of the world and the author of virginity. Now Gabriel is interpreted the strength of God, and through this it is suggested that virgins and continent persons have much need of divine strength, by which they can resist the temptations and concupiscences of enticing flesh.

Raphael was deputed to married persons. Hence he himself was sent to Tobias the married man, and procured the marriage for the younger Tobias. He himself also teaches that three things are especially necessary to married persons, namely prayer, fasting, and alms, as is said in Tobit 12:8 and 9. But Raphael is interpreted medicine of God, and through this it is suggested that the medicine of temperance is necessary to married persons, namely lest they loosen the reins too much for pleasure. Hence the younger Tobias said, Tobit 8:9: Lord, you know that I do not take my sister as wife for the sake of lust, but for the love of posterity alone.

III. The third cause why Angels see the face of God the Father is this, so that all may rejoice together and be glad over the conversion of sinners. Hence the Lord says, Luke 15:7: I say to you, there will be joy in heaven over one sinner doing penance.

IV. The fourth cause why Angels so eagerly contemplate the face of the heavenly Father is that they may feast insatiably in his very face. Hence 1 Peter 1:12: Into whom the Angels desire to look.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may serve him so faithfully that through the holy Angels we may at last deserve to be carried into eternal rest. Which may he grant us, etc.

Footnotes:

None.



Sermon XLIII. On the Feast of the Eleven Thousand Virgins

SERMON XLIII.

ON THE FEAST OF THE ELEVEN THOUSAND VIRGINS.

At midnight a cry was made: Behold, the bridegroom comes; go out to meet him. Then all those virgins rose, and adorned their lamps. Matthew 25:6 and 7.

In the present Gospel four things principally are to be noted:

I. What is understood by the five prudent virgins? II. What is expressed by the five foolish virgins? III. What is received by midnight and by the cry that was then made? IV. Who is the bridegroom whose coming is announced to the sleeping virgins?

I.

Concerning the first, note: Because she is truly a virgin who is incorrupt within and without, therefore by the five prudent virgins any faithful and just human being is understood, who preserves both the heart inwardly and his five senses outwardly pure and incorrupt from the venom of the devil, and from the defilement of the age, and briefly from every enticement of the flesh. For the devil, and the age, and the enticement of the flesh violate and corrupt the heart and the senses of human beings. For the devil especially corrupts a human being through pride, and the age through avarice, and the enticement of the flesh through lust. Hence Augustine speaks thus in the book On the Words of the Lord: "The five virgins seem to me sometimes to signify continence, lost through enticements of the flesh. For the appetite of the mind must be contained from the pleasure of the eyes, from the pleasure of the ears, from the pleasure of smelling, tasting, and touching. And although few have virginity in the body, nevertheless all the faithful have virginity in the heart. But virginity of the heart is incorrupt faith," as the same Augustine asserts. And truly this is found in few women. For scarcely is there any woman, unless she has corrupted the true faith through sorceries, and other womanish medicines and omens, in which women believe and trust.

Therefore anyone ought spiritually to be a virgin, and a prudent virgin, so that he may do good things manfully; for virgin is said as though one acting manfully. He also ought to be prudent, so that those good things that he does, he may do for eternal reward. Hence the Gloss says: "Prudent, because by will they serve truth for eternal things."

Any Christian also ought, so that he may be likened to the prudent virgins, to have a burning lamp. Now seven things are to be considered concerning a lamp. The first is that the lamp should be from translucent glass. The second is that the lamp below is closed and narrow, but above open and wide. The third is that oil is poured in. The fourth is that a wick is placed in it. The fifth is that it is kindled by fire. The sixth is that care is taken for it, lest it be broken and the oil be poured out. The seventh is that care is also taken for it from the wind, lest its light be extinguished.

Concerning the first, note that by the lamp Christian faith is figured. For faith is similar to translucent glass. For through faith we now see God through a mirror in an enigma; but then face to face, as the Apostle says at 1 Corinthians 13:12. And certainly faith does not leave the human being who has wished to follow it, unless it brings him through to that place where he may contemplate God in the clearest vision. There also faith changes its name: for what is called faith here, there is called open knowledge.

Secondly, the lamp below is closed and narrow, but above open and wide. Hence Augustine says: "He who has true faith concerning God does not desire to be rich in the miseries of this world; nor is the world of more value to him than God." Therefore it seems that they have little or no faith who are so avaricious concerning temporal things to be gathered, whether this is through right or wrong.

Thirdly, oil is poured into the lamp. By oil are understood good works and alms, which ought to be poured into faith, because faith without works is empty and dead. For good works are as it were the soul of faith, which vivify it, as the soul vivifies the body. Hence it is said, James 2:17: Faith, if it does not have works, is dead in itself. For as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Fourthly, a wick is placed in the lamp. By the wick a good and right intention is figured. For no good work has value unless it is done by a good and right intention. Nor would the house ever be conveniently and usefully illuminated through oil, unless the wick were placed in it; hence the Lord says, Matthew 6:22: If your eye has been simple, your whole body will be luminous. By the eye is understood a good and right intention, through which every work ought to be done for God, and not for human praise, or another temporal gain. Therefore that wick ought to be placed in by means of a certain instrument, which sometimes is placed across, sometimes is put in from the top, and that instrument into which the wick is thrust, and through which it is placed in the oil, signifies the hope of eternal good, on account of which any good work ought to be done.

Fifthly, the lamp is kindled by fire, by which fire charity is understood, which makes good works burn and shine before God and the Angels and human beings. Hence the Lord says, Matthew 5:16: So let your light shine before human beings, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Sixthly, one must take care lest the lamp be broken and the oil be poured out. Then the lamp is broken and the oil is poured out when mortal sin is committed. For through one single mortal sin every good work is lost. Hence it is said, James 2:10: Whoever has kept the whole law, but offends in one point, has become guilty of all. Therefore each person ought to take great care for himself against mortal sin.

Seventhly he also ought to take care for himself lest the lamp of good works be extinguished by the wind of vainglory. For we ought to give glory for our good works not to ourselves, but to the grace of God. Vainglory is that vehement wind which rushes from the region of the desert, that is, from those places that are deserted of every good thing, and shakes the house in which the sons of Job feast, that is, it casts down the whole structure of good works, in which the sons of God ought to feast through sweetness of conscience and joy of hope, as is read in Job 1:19.

II.

Concerning the second, note: By the five foolish virgins are understood certain human beings who, with respect to outward appearance, seem to contain their five senses from evil works, and on account of this are called virgins. They also seem to have Christian faith, and therefore they have lamps; but they do not have works of piety, that is, through a large outpouring of alms, as they could, they do not have mercy on the poor, and on this account they lack oil. And besides this, even if they had some oil, the wind of empty glory would dry it up. For if such people sometimes seem to give alms, they do not give them sincerely on account of God, but on account of the appetite for vainglory, or on account of shame, namely lest their tenacity be defamed among human beings. Therefore such persons are called foolish, because they do not look ahead for themselves concerning the eternal good.

III.

Concerning the third, note: By the middle of the night is expressed that time in which a human being least thinks that he is going to die. But that a cry was made at midnight signifies this, that at every time, whether we are healthy or weak, we ought always to have before the eyes of the mind the coming of the strict judge, and that terrible trumpet ought always to sound in our ears, which thunders thus: "Rise, dead ones, come to judgment."

Now two heralds of the Lord, namely fear and love, ought to stir up this cry in our ears. Fear cries out that the just and austere Lord may come. But love cries out that the sweet bridegroom may come. Whoever continually hears this cry must necessarily rise, that is, raise himself to higher things. Such a person will also take care for himself, lest he either sleep or become drowsy: namely lest he sleep through forgetfulness of God, nor even become drowsy through any small negligence or sluggishness.

IV.

Concerning the fourth, note: That bridegroom whose coming is announced is the Son of God, who betrothed to himself any faithful soul on the cross by his precious blood. But that bridegroom is going to come, although the hour of his coming is very uncertain. He is going to come, I say, and those whom he betrothed on the cross, if he finds them worthy, he will unite perpetually to himself. But when that bridegroom has come, those who are like the prudent virgins will enter joyfully with him to those delicate nuptials. When they have entered, the door will be closed. But those who existed like the foolish virgins will remain outside. But if those will remain outside who guarded against evils but did not do good things, where, do you think, will those go who neither guarded against evils nor did good things? Hence Augustine says: "If she both is a virgin and carries a lamp, and nevertheless is not admitted, where will he see himself who neither preserves virginity from illicit things, nor, willing to have good works, walks in darkness?" Truly those who will be excluded from those nuptials are going to fall into great bitterness. Hence Gregory says: "O, if the palate of the heart could taste what wonder it has, that it is said: The bridegroom came; what sweetness it has, that it is said: They entered with him to the nuptials; what bitterness it has, that it is said: And the door was closed." For then the door of every good thing will be closed to the wretched.

Therefore pray to the Lord that when the bridegroom has come, we may then appear such that we may joyfully enter with Christ to the nuptials. Which may he grant us, etc.

Footnotes:

None.



Sermon XLIV. On the Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

SERMON XLIV.

ON THE FEAST OF SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES.

These things I command you, that you love one another. John 15:17.

Four things here are principally to be considered:

I. Who is that one by whom alternate love is commanded? II. To whom is it enjoined that they love one another? III. In what manner is one bound to love another? IV. Why is each person admonished to love another?

I.

Concerning the first, note: The one who sets forth the commandment concerning love is Christ, the Son of God. Now Christ is interpreted anointed. For God the Father anointed him as co-heir and consort of the eternal empire; on account of this the Psalmist says to him, Psalm 44:8: God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness before your consorts, that is, before the other faithful and elect, who are consorts of the kingdom through the adoption of grace. But Christ is consort of the kingdom of God the Father through identity of nature.

II.

Concerning the second, note: It is prescribed and commanded to all Christians that they love one another. For they are called Christians from Christ, and from the anointed God they are anointed. They are anointed, I say, for this, that they may be kings and priests with Christ. Hence the Apostle says, 2 Corinthians 1:21 and 22: God who anointed us, who also sealed us, and gave the pledge of the spirit in our hearts.

Note in this authority three good things that Christ did for Christians, namely that he anointed, that he sealed, and that he also gave them the pledge of the Holy Spirit. For Jesus Christ anointed us as kings and priests, as the Gloss says, namely so that we may have with him royal dignity and priestly eminence. He also sealed us, that is, distinguished us from other human beings by the sign of the cross, as the Gloss testifies. For the elect received the sign of the living God on their foreheads, as is said in Apocalypse 7:3. Besides this, he gave the pledge of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. This pledge was given to us, namely when we were regenerated from water and the Holy Spirit in saving baptism. Woe to those who have lost this precious pledge of eternal salvation through vile sin! It is counselled to them that they labor to recover it without any delay through true penance. Therefore Christ commands all Christians that they love one another, speaking thus: These things I command you, that you love one another, etc.

III.

Concerning the third, note: Christians ought to love one another in three ways, namely in heart, mouth, and work. Hence also the Lord does not say singularly, These things I command you, but says plurally, This I command you: because love, which must be had mutually, consists in several things. Therefore we ought to love one another in heart, mouth, and work. Hence also the Lord three times commands and has prescribed that we love one another. That Disciple also who reclined in the bosom of Jesus, in his epistle, three times admonishes that we love one another 1.

I. Therefore concerning love of the heart the Lord says, John 13:34: A new commandment I give you: That you love one another, namely in heart, as I have loved you. Concerning the same love it is said, 1 John 3:11 and 15: This is the announcement that you heard from the beginning, that you love one another, in heart namely; hence there follows after a little: Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer.

But love of the heart consists at least in three things, namely in pious compassion, in the wishing of good, and in the preservation of faithfulness.

1. First, whoever loves another without doubt has compassion for him in his necessities and miseries, whether they are bodily or spiritual. On account of this 1 John 3:17 says: He who has the substance of this world and sees his brother having necessity, and closes his bowels from him, how does the charity of God remain in him? Therefore the opening of the bowels is pious compassion.

2. Secondly, he who loves another, and cannot come to his aid, at least wishes and desires good for him. Paul had this love and this affection, who was saying to the Romans, 9:3 and 4: I myself wished to be anathema from Christ for my brothers, who are my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites. Behold Paul, who had been a Jew, wishes for the conversion of the Jews to be made anathema from Christ; that is, he wishes either to live longer in this age and to be a pilgrim away from Christ, or even wishes to go for a time into the fire of purgatory for their salvation. What, therefore, ought a Christian wish for a Christian? Here those are to be vehemently rebuked who wish death, or gehenna, or other adversities for their neighbors.

3. Thirdly, love is attended to in the preservation of faithfulness, namely that each person be faithful to another. Hence it is said, Ecclesiasticus 27:18 and 19: Love your neighbor, and be joined with him in faith. But if you have uncovered his hidden things, you will not pursue after him. Gloss: "because it is irrevocable."

II. We also ought to love one another by mouth. Hence the Lord says, John 15:12: This is my precept, that you love one another, as I have loved you. Hence it is also said, 1 John 4:11: Dearest ones, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. Now love of the mouth consists at least in three things, namely in fraternal correction, in mutual prayer, and in the cleansing of reputation.

1. Concerning fraternal correction it is said, Proverbs 27:6: Better are the wounds of one who loves than the fraudulent kisses of one who hates. Here it must be said to fathers and mothers that they ought to correct their sons and daughters when they go to taverns and dances.

2. Concerning mutual prayer it is said, James 5:16: Pray for one another that you may be saved. But each person ought faithfully to pray for his neighbor, because the prayer of each one will return into his own bosom. Some pray that they be avenged by the Lord, but the Lord himself prohibits this, Matthew 5:44 and 45, speaking thus: Pray for those persecuting and calumniating you, that you may be children of your Father who is in heaven.

3. It is also attended to in love of the mouth that each person brighten and cleanse the reputation of another. Hence it is said, Proverbs 15:30: A good reputation fattens the bones, that is, virtuous human beings. But alas, many there are who blacken rather than cleanse the reputation of their neighbors, namely unclean detractors; and such persons are hateful to God and abominable to good people. Hence it is said, Proverbs 24:9: A detractor is an abomination of human beings. Likewise, Proverbs 24:21 and 22: Do not be mixed with detractors, because their destruction will suddenly rise up. There the Gloss says: "By this vice especially almost the whole human race is endangered."

III. Thirdly, we ought to love one another in work. Concerning this love the Lord says in the present Gospel: These things I command you, that you love one another. Hence 1 John 3:18 also says: My little children, let us not love in word, nor in tongue, supply, only, but in work and truth. This love also consists in three things, namely in the bestowal of alms, and mutual assistance, and in the defense of the poor against the impious.

1. Concerning the first the Lord says, Luke 6:38: Give, and it will be given to you. Likewise in Luke 11:41: Give alms, and behold, all things are clean for you.

2. Concerning the second, namely concerning a loan to be provided freely, the Lord says, Luke 6:35: Lend, hoping for nothing from it. If concerning a loan, which not for any temporal gain but only on account of Christ you ought to provide to your neighbor, nothing is to be hoped for, much more strongly is nothing to be accepted.

3. Concerning the third, namely concerning the defense of the poor, Job says, 29:16 and 17: I was father of the poor. I was breaking the jaws of the unjust, and from his teeth I was taking away the prey. Hence it is also said, Proverbs 24:11: Rescue those who are led to death; and those who are drawn to destruction, do not cease to free them. And Ecclesiasticus 4:9: Free him who suffers injury from the hand of the proud man.

IV.

Concerning the fourth, note: For at least three causes we ought to love one another. The first cause is so that we may not fall into eternal darknesses. The second cause is so that we may apprehend eternal life. The third cause is so that we may see God in his majesty with gladness.

1. First, therefore, we ought to love one another, namely so that we may not fall into perpetual darknesses. Hence 1 John 2:10 and 11 says: He who loves his brother remains in the light, and scandal is not in him. Therefore in the way of that one who has sincerely loved his neighbor there will not be scandal, that is, any obstacle or stumbling-block, on account of which he may fall into exterior darknesses. Hence there follows in the same place: But he who hates his brother is in darknesses, and walks in darknesses, and does not know where he is going. Therefore brotherly hatred must be fled, because it plunges the soul into infernal darknesses.

2. Secondly, we also ought to love one another so that we may apprehend eternal life. Hence 1 John 3:14 says: We know that we have been transferred from death to life, because we love the brothers. He who does not love remains in death.

3. Thirdly, we ought to love one another so that we may see God in his majesty with joy. On account of this 1 John 4:7 says: Dearest ones, let us love one another, because charity is from God. And everyone who loves has been born from God and knows God, that is, will know. For the present is placed for the future. Therefore fraternal love represents the most bright face of God to the happy soul after this life.

Therefore pray to God, dearly beloved, that we may so love one another in heart, mouth, and work, that in the sweet bond of love we may deserve to be gathered before our God. Amen.

Footnotes:

1 Compare 1 John 3:11, 16 and 23.

Notes

	Compare 1 John 3:11, 16 and 23. (Cf. I Joan. III, 11, 16 et 23.) ↩





Sermon XLV. On the Feast of All Saints

SERMON XLV.

ON THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3.

NOTE that today the solemnity of all Saints is carried out, namely of Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Virgins, Continent persons, and all other elect. Hence in the present Gospel both the blessedness of each is set forth, and the cause of the blessedness of each. But the blessedness of the Saints, proceeding in first origin from the fountain of the Holy Trinity, flows into the humanity of Christ. But receiving blessedness from Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary, as a noble aqueduct of glory, carries it to the Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, and thereafter to all other Saints.

I. First, therefore, the Lord shows why the Angels obtained blessedness, speaking thus: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Gloss: "The poor in spirit are the humble, not inflated, not savoring high things, but fearing." This is suitably said concerning the Angels cast down from heaven because of pride. The holy Angels, because they humbled themselves under God and filially feared their Creator, persisted in grace and were confirmed in the kingdom of heaven. Therefore if we wish to attain the fellowship of Angels, let us also imitate their humility.

And note that pride must be fled with the greatest effort. For God greatly detests and hates the proud. Hence it is said, James 4:6: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore be humbled in the sight of God, and he will exalt you. For Ecclesiasticus 10:9 and 13 and 21 says: Why are earth and ashes proud...? The beginning of every sin is pride; he who holds it will be filled with curses. Gloss: "in body and soul, and it will overturn him unto the end." It follows below: God has destroyed the memory of the proud, and has left the memory of the humble in sense. Gloss, that is, of those humble in heart.

II. Secondly, the Lord shows why the holy Patriarchs attained heavenly blessedness, speaking thus: Blessed are the meek, for they will possess the earth (Matthew 5:4). The holy Patriarchs were wonderfully meek and patient; for they sustained the injuries of malicious human beings in great mansuetude, as the book of Genesis declares clearly enough. Hence they also deserved to be made possessors not only of the earth of the dying, but also of the earth of the living. For they were abundant both in this life, and afterward came to the abundance of the heavenly kingdom.

Therefore let us learn to imitate their mansuetude on earth, if we desire to be associated with them in heaven. Concerning mansuetude it is said in Psalm 36:11: But the meek will inherit the earth, understand, of the living, and they will delight in the multitude of peace, namely of the Church triumphant. Ecclesiasticus 10:3 invites us to mansuetude: Son, in mansuetude preserve your soul. Therefore mansuetude is a great virtue, since through it the soul is preserved. Hence the Lord also said to his disciples, Luke 21:19: In your patience you will possess your souls.

III. Thirdly, the Lord declares why the Prophets came to everlasting blessedness, speaking thus: Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be consoled (Matthew 5:5). The Prophets were of such charity that they wept for the adversities of their neighbors. Hence it is that Samuel was weeping that Saul, on account of his sin, had lost the kingdom. Hence also the Lord said to him, 1 Kings 16:1: How long will you mourn Saul, since I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Jeremiah also wept from charity over the ruin of his citizens. Hence he says, 14:17 and 18: Let my eyes bring down a tear by day and night, and let them not be silent, because if I go out to the fields, behold those killed by the sword; and if I enter the city, behold those weakened by hunger. Similarly the other Prophets also wept, and hence deserved to be consoled by the Lord.

We also, if we desire to be consoled by the Prophets, must lament with them. But the Gloss admonishes us to mourn for three causes, namely for our sins, and for the sins of others, and for the desire of the heavens.

IV. Fourthly, the Lord makes manifest why the Apostles have been beatified, and says: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be filled (Matthew 5:6). The holy Apostles ardently hungered and thirsted for Christ, who is true justice, and adhered inseparably to him. Hence also now from his most sweet vision and enjoyment they are filled without disgust. For we read in John 6:67 and following that on account of certain words that the Lord spoke, many of his disciples went away backward and now were not walking with him. Therefore Jesus said to the twelve, namely the Apostles: Do you also wish to go away? Therefore Simon Peter responded to him: Lord, to whom shall we go? As if he were saying: Lord, you are so sweet and good that we cannot be separated from you. Hence the same Peter also afterward said to the Lord, as is read in Luke 22:33: Lord, I am ready to go with you both into prison and into death.

Therefore we, if we desire to be filled with the Apostles, must hunger and thirst both for the body and blood of Jesus Christ, and serve him faithfully.

V. Fifthly, the Lord shows why the holy Martyrs attained blessedness. And he says: Blessed are the merciful, for they will obtain mercy (Matthew 5:7). The chief and supreme mercy is for a human being to exist merciful concerning his own soul. The holy Martyrs had this mercy. For they cared nothing what their bodies suffered, provided that they represented their souls to God. Hence the Lord also says, Matthew 16:25: He who has lost his soul on account of me will find it. When the holy Martyrs, afflicted by diverse punishments on account of God, were dying, they were thought by unbelievers to lose their souls; yet truly they found them when they were crowned by the Lord with glory and honor.

We also, so that by imitation of the holy Martyrs we may exist merciful, should not spare our body too much; but let us fast, keep vigil, pray, labor, that we may obtain mercy before the Lord.

VI. Sixthly, the Lord makes manifest why the holy Confessors came to eternal blessedness, speaking thus: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God (Matthew 5:8). Note that the dust of temporal goods wonderfully disturbs and blinds the eyes of the heart; accordingly the holy Confessors and Pontiffs were not desirous of temporal things, but were generous and devoted to works of alms, as Gregory, Nicholas, Martin, and very many other Bishops. Through tears also and compunctions they cleansed their hearts, and on this account now with unutterable joy they contemplate the face of God.

Let us also imitate the holy Confessors in contempt of worldly things, and in the bestowal of alms, and also in the pious pouring out of tears, that with clean eyes of the soul we may deserve to see God in eternal glory. "For the eyes are clean," says the Gloss, "which the conscience of sins does not accuse."

VII. Seventhly, the Lord suggests that Virgins and Continent persons have been placed in eternal blessedness. For he says: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God (Matthew 5:9). Virgins and Continent persons, restraining the flesh, which always lusts against the spirit, from its concupiscences through the exercises of chastity, subjected it to the spirit, and with God's help made peace between flesh and spirit. Hence they are already called children of God, and with this filiation of God they have also attained likeness; on account of this that virgin John says in the First Epistle 3:1 and 2: See what charity the Father has given us, that we may be named and may be children of God.... Now we are children of God, and it has not yet appeared what we will be. We know that when he appears, we will be like him, because we see him as he is.

Let us also imitate Virgins and Continent persons, and let us restrain our flesh from lustful concupiscences; let us also strive to make peace between flesh and spirit, that we may deserve to be called children of God.

VIII. Eighthly and last, the Lord opens why all the elect attained blessedness, and says: Blessed are those who suffer persecution on account of justice, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:10). For all the elect, through endurance, have entered the kingdom of heaven by persecution. For every elect person must suffer persecution either from God, or from the devil, or from a human being, whether he is good or evil, if he wishes to reach the kingdom of heaven. Hence the Apostle says, 2 Timothy 3:12: All who wish to live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. The persecution that is inflicted by God is illnesses and other adversities of the world. The persecution that is brought in by the devil is temptations in diverse ways. The persecution that a good human being inflicts is rebukes of words and corrections of words, which he inflicts for their faults on those who have been committed to his rule. The persecution that an evil human being brings in is hatreds, and detractions, and violent or fraudulent subtractions of things. All the aforesaid persecutions cooperate unto good for those who according to purpose have been called saints 1.

Therefore pray to the Lord that we may so imitate his elect, that we may deserve to share heavenly blessedness with them. Which may he grant us, etc.

Footnotes:

1 To Romans 8:28.

Notes

	To Romans 8:28. (Ad Rom. VIII, 28.) ↩





Sermon XLVI. Likewise, On All Saints

SERMON XLVI.

LIKEWISE, ON ALL SAINTS.

I saw a great crowd, which no one could number, out of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and in the sight of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. Apocalypse 7:9.

Here five things principally occur to be noted:

I. Who are those who are said to stand before the throne in the sight of the Lamb? II. What is the sign with which they are written to have been signed? III. What are the white robes with which they are clothed? IV. What are the palms that are borne by them in their hands? V. What is the benefit that they obtain from the Lamb?

I.

Concerning the first, note: Those who are said to stand before the Lamb is the congregation of all the blessed, gathered out of all nations and tribes. Hebrews or Jews are figured, who were saved through circumcision and the Mosaic law, as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses, David, and infinitely many. Those who are gathered out of peoples express Christians, because they especially are the people of God, who through the precepts of the new law well fulfilled deserved to be saved. Those also who are gathered out of tongues figure religious, who often from diverse tongues come together into one religion, and who also speak with new tongues after they have given themselves to religion; for old things withdraw from their mouth 1. Therefore all the elect, gathered out of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues, stand before the Lamb, that is, Jesus Christ. For he is that immaculate Lamb who was slain from the origin of the world through his own purpose and through the desires of the Saints. They stand, I say, raised up from the persecutions to which they were once subjected, and exalted in glory. And truly it is fitting that before him, through whose blood they were redeemed, they stand, returning thanks to him from their whole heart.

II.

Concerning the second, note: The sign with which they are written to have been signed is faith concerning the divinity of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and concerning the humanity of Jesus Christ. For as it were a certain tau (T) was the divinity of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; to which, as it were a certain tablet, the humanity of Jesus was added; and thus this faith is as it were a certain cross, which is fixed on the foreheads of the faithful, so that they may be saved. Hence John says in Apocalypse 7:2 and 3: I saw another Angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the sign of the living God; and he cried with a great voice to the four Angels, to whom it was given to harm the earth and the sea, saying: Do not harm the earth and the sea, nor the trees, until we sign the servants of God on their foreheads. By the Angel who ascended from the rising of the sun, the Son of God himself is understood, who was born from the Virgin Mary. For she herself was the rising of the true sun. Now Christ had the sign of the living God, because he manifested to this world the divinity of the Father and of himself, and also of the Holy Spirit. Hence he says, John 17:6 and 8: Father, I have manifested your name to the human beings whom you gave to me from the world... And they truly knew that I came out from you, and they believed that you sent me. Concerning the manifestation of the Holy Spirit it is said, John 14:16 and 17: I will ask the Father and he will give you another Paraclete, that he may remain with you forever, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him. But you will know him, because he will remain with you and will be in you.

The sign of the living God was also the holy cross, which Jesus himself carried for himself, going out to that place which is called Calvary, as John 19:17 testifies. Therefore that Angel, that is, Jesus Christ, cries to the four Angels, that is, to those spirits who have been deputed for vengeance on those who sin in the four quarters of this world. He says, I say: Do not harm the earth and the sea, nor the trees, that is, do not harm by a final striking the avaricious, who are figured by the earth, because they always seek earthly things; nor also the lustful, who foam through lust like the sea; nor also the trees, that is, the proud, who through elation always tend toward high things, until we sign the servants of our God on their foreheads 2, that is, until all who are to be saved are signed through faith in the Trinity and in my humanity, so that by this sign they may be distinguished from the reprobate.

III.

Concerning the third, note: The white robes with which the elect are clothed are innocence and true penance. Whoever comes without either of those will be cast into exterior darknesses; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, for he does not have the wedding garment 3. Concerning these robes it is said, Apocalypse 22:14: Blessed are those who wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb, so that their power may be in the tree of life, and through the gates they may enter into the city, namely the Jerusalem above.

IV.

Concerning the fourth, note: The palms that they bear in their hands signify the sevenfold victory that the Saints obtained, with the sevenfold leader of the army of the devil conquered, and this through the help of the sevenfold Spirit. For there are seven leaders of the army of the devil, namely pride, anger, envy, avarice, acedia, gluttony, and lust. Those who conquer these seven leaders will gloriously carry palms, which are signs of victory, in their hands in heaven. Concerning these seven leaders and their armies the Lord says to Job, 39:19 and 25: Will you give strength to the horse... who smells battle from far off, the exhortation of the leaders, and the howl of the army? By the horse is understood the robust soldier of Christ, who glorifies and carries God in his heart and in his body. He smells from far off the war that the devil proposes to stir up against him, for he prepares his soul for temptation; and against the mutual exhortation of the leaders of the army of the devil he calls on the help of the Holy Spirit as assistance.

V.

Concerning the fifth, note, namely that the elect obtain such a benefit from the Lamb, that he leads them to the fountains of waters of life. Hence it is read, Apocalypse 7:13 and following, that when John had seen that glorious crowd standing by the Lamb, one of the elders said to him: These who are clothed in white robes, who are they? and from where have they come? John responded: My Lord, you know. The elder said to him: These are they who came from great tribulation, and washed their robes, and whitened them in the blood of the Lamb; therefore they are before the throne of God. And the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will rule them and lead them to the fountains of waters of life.

And note that there are five fountains in the kingdom of God, to which the Lamb leads his elect. The first is the fountain of consolation; for there God will wipe away every tear from the eyes of the Saints (Apocalypse 7:17).

The second is the fountain of rest. For when the tears have been wiped away, From now on the Spirit already says, that is, the Trinity, that they should rest from their labors (Apocalypse 14:13).

The third is the fountain of refreshment. For those resting will be refreshed and inebriated from the abundance of the house of God (Psalm 35:9).

The fourth is the fountain of exultation. Finally, after divine consolation, and sweet resting, and most pleasant refreshment, the elect will no doubt break forth into the voice of exultation: The voice of exultation and salvation is in the tabernacles of the just (Psalm 117:15).

The fifth is the fountain of love. For how will they not ardently love him who consoles them, and makes them rest, and has refreshed them with every good? Concerning these fountains it is said, Isaiah 12:3: You will draw waters in joy from the fountains of the Savior.

On the contrary, in hell there are said to be five fountains or rivers, from which the infernal dragon compels damned souls, whether they wish it or not, to drink.

The first fountain or river is called Styx, from which the wretched souls, drinking, will hold themselves in hatred toward one another.

The second is called Phlegethon, from which the damned, drinking, will be angry and indignant with themselves and with others, by whose occasion they were destroyed.

The third is called Lethe, from which the reprobate, drinking, will fall into madness and forgetfulness of past joy and past lust.

The fourth is called Acheron, from which, when they who have been placed in hell drink, they will suffer inestimable sadness.

The fifth is called Cocytus, from which, when wretched sinners have been given to drink, they will lament and weep inconsolably.

Therefore pray, dearly beloved, to the Lord, that we may so imitate his Saints on earth that we may deserve to be consorts of their joy in heaven. Which may he grant, etc.

Footnotes:

1 1 Kings 2:3.

2 Apocalypse 7:3.

3 Matthew 22:13.

Notes

	1 Kings 2:3. (I Reg. II, 3.) ↩

	Apocalypse 7:3. (Apoc. VII, 3.) ↩

	Matthew 22:13. (Matth. XXII, 13.) ↩





Sermon XLVII. On the Commemoration of Faithful Souls

SERMON XLVIJ

ON THE COMMEMORATION OF FAITHFUL SOULS.

I heard a voice from heaven, saying to me: Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Apocalypse 14:13.

Note that those words, namely, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, are worthy to be preached and to be commended to memory by all, since even the heavenly voice ordered them to be written. Two things principally are to be noted here:

I. Who are the dead who die in the Lord? II. Why are those blessed who die in the Lord?

I.

Concerning the first, note: Those die in the Lord who, while they lived, put on Christ, that is, who lived according to the form and life of Christ. On account of this the Apostle admonishes us at Romans 13:14: Put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Gloss, that is, "put on the form of Christ in all things." Likewise, the Apostle says at Galatians 3:27: Whoever of you have been baptized in Christ, you have put on Christ. Therefore he who desires to die in the Lord ought to be found in the Lord. Lord. But that person will be found in the Lord who has lived according to the life of the Lord.

But the life of the Lord, although it is commendable and imitable by innumerable virtues

Footnotes:

None.

nevertheless we ought to imitate him in six virtues, so that we may die happily in Christ. We ought, I say, to imitate the Lord in cleanness, justice and truth, in love, in meekness, in humility.

1. First, therefore, we ought to be made like Jesus Christ through cleanness of life. For he was clean and unstained. Hence Peter calls him an immaculate Lamb in the First Canonical Epistle 1:18 and 19, speaking thus: You have been redeemed not by corruptible gold or silver, .... but by the precious blood, namely, as of the immaculate and uncontaminated Lamb, Christ. But in order that we may be clean and immaculate, we are exhorted in Psalm 118:1, where it is said: Blessed are the immaculate in the way, etc. Therefore let us be clean, fleeing luxury, because without cleanness we cannot be saved. Hence it is said in Job 22:30: The innocent will be saved, but he will be saved in the cleanness of his hands, that is, in the cleanness of all his works.

2. Secondly, we ought to imitate Jesus in justice, because he himself was just; this the Centurion recognized, who, when Christ had breathed forth on the cross, said, as Luke 23:47 testifies: Truly this man was just. Therefore through justice we ought to be assimilated to the Lord. For if in our death justice has gone before our face, the glory of the Lord will gather us into the everlasting lodging. Hence Isaiah 58:8 says: Your justice will go before your face, and the glory of the Lord will gather you. And note what the Gloss says on that saying, Matthew 5:6: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice. "Justice is to render his own to each, to oneself, and to neighbors, and to God." Therefore justice is that we afflict ourselves for our sins, that we restore to neighbors things taken away, and that we give thanks to God for his benefits.

3. Thirdly, we ought to imitate Christ in truth. For he himself was truthful. Hence the Jews said to him, Matthew 22:16: Master, we know that you are truthful and teach the way of God in truth. He also says of himself, John 14:6: I am the truth. Therefore we ought to exist like the Lord through truth. For through truth human beings will be saved, and through falsehood they will be damned. That human beings are saved through truth, Truth itself testifies, John 8:32, speaking thus to the disciples: You will know the truth, and the truth will free you, supply, from the hand of eternal damnation. That falsehood also sends human beings into damnation, the Psalmist declares, Psalm 5:7, speaking thus to the Lord: You will destroy all who speak falsehood. Therefore we are bound to display truth both to God and to our neighbors, so that what we have promised we may pay; otherwise we cannot be saved.

4. Fourthly, we ought to imitate the Lord in love. For he loved us, and washed us from our sins in his blood, as is said in Apocalypse 1:5. Hence the Apostle admonishes us at Ephesians 5:1 and 2: Be, he says, imitators of God, as most dear children, and walk in love, just as Christ also loved us and handed himself over for us as an offering and a victim to God in the odor of sweetness. Therefore through love we ought to represent Christ's likeness, namely so that we may cleanse our heart from envy and from every ground of hatred, and so that we may willingly bestow our alms upon the poor according to our ability. For the distancing of hatreds and the pious bestowal of alms are two chief proofs of brotherly love.

5. Fifthly, we ought to imitate the Lord in meekness. For Jesus Christ was mild and meek. Hence he also says of himself, Jeremiah 11:19: I am like a meek lamb that is carried to the victim. Therefore through meekness we ought to carry the image of Christ in ourselves; hence Gregory says: "Meekness preserves the image of God in us, which is always tranquil; but anger scatters it and deprives many of virtues, because, while it takes quiet away from the mind, the Holy Spirit does not rest there." Therefore if the image of Christ's meekness has been found in us, we will be consorts of his inheritance.

6. Sixthly, we ought to imitate the Lord in humility. For Christ was supremely humble; on account of this the Apostle says of him at Philippians 2:7 and 8: He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, ... and humbled himself, made obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Hence he also specially invites us to learn meekness and humility from him, speaking thus, Matthew 11:29: Learn from me, because I am meek and humble of heart. Therefore we must be humble, if we wish to be raised on high in glory. Hence Job 5:11 says: He who places the humble on high, and raises the mourning to safety. Therefore he who has imitated the Lord in the aforesaid and other virtues will die in him and will be blessed forever.

II.

Concerning the second, note: Those who die in the Lord are blessed on account of two things that immediately follow. For they enter into most sweet resting, and they will have most delicate refreshment.

1. Concerning the first, that is, concerning the most sweet resting, there is immediately added: For from now on the Spirit already says, that is, the whole Trinity, as the Gloss says, that they may rest from their labors 1. Therefore those who so die in the Lord, as was said above, find a most sweet bed. But that bed is the sweet consolation itself of the Creator. Concerning this consolation he himself says through Isaiah 66:13: As if a mother should caress someone, so I will console you, and in Jerusalem you will be consoled.

2. Concerning the second, that is, concerning the most delicate refreshment of those dying in Christ, there follows: For their works follow them 2. Gloss, that is, "the rewards of their works." Therefore any virtue which a human being has carried out by good works in this world will bring and set before the soul established in rest a special dish of recompense. For cleanness of body and soul will bring a special dish, and justice a special one; this is also to be said concerning truth, concerning love, concerning meekness, concerning humility, and concerning other virtues. Concerning this solemn refreshment it is said, Isaiah 49:23: Kings will be your nurturers, and queens your nurses. By kings are understood the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who by inseparable unity hold the kingdom of heaven; but by queens are expressed virtues, which, as was said, receiving dishes from the storeroom of the Trinity will set them before happy souls.

Therefore pray, dearly beloved, to the Lord, that he may grant us so to live according to him, that we may die in him, and may always be consoled and refreshed by him, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Apocalypse 14:13.

2 In the same place.

Notes

	Apocalypse 14:13. (Apoc. XIV, 13.) ↩

	In the same place. (Ibid.) ↩





Sermon XLVIII. On Saint Martin

SERMON XLVIII.

ON SAINT MARTIN.

Let your loins be girded, and burning lamps in your hands. Luke 12:35.

In the words set before us two things are principally to be noted here:

I. In what way we ought to gird our loins? II. What are the burning lamps that the Lord admonishes us to carry?

I.

Concerning the first, note: Through this, that the Lord says, Let your loins be girded, he admonishes us that we restrain the wantonness of the flesh with the girdle of chastity. Hence Gregory says: "We gird the loins when through continence we constrain the luxury of the flesh." Blessed Martin laudably carried out this precept. For he is believed to have remained a virgin, on account of which he rejoices in heaven concerning a threefold aureole. He carries the aureole of Virgins, because he departed in purity of virginity. He also has the aureole of Preachers, because he preached the word of God and converted his own mother, and also many others, from the error of the Gentiles. He was not cheated of the aureole of Martyrs either, for concerning him it is sung thus: "O most holy soul, whom, although the sword of the persecutor did not take away, nevertheless did not lose the palm of a martyr." Let us also, at the command of the Lord, gird our loins, that is, restrain the lasciviousness of the flesh with the belt of continence.

Now that belt is threefold, because namely there is conjugal, widowed, and virginal continence. The first is good, the second better, the third best. We also ought to beware lest through carnal delights the belt of chastity rot. Hence the Lord said to Jeremiah 13:1: Go, and possess for yourself a linen loincloth, and place it over your loins, and do not put it into water. In the same place it is added that the Lord said to him that he should go to the Euphrates and hide his loincloth there. And when he had done this, after very many days he went away and took the loincloth from the place where he had hidden it, and behold, it had rotted, so that it was fit for no use. By the linen loincloth chastity is understood, which must be obtained from God by many entreaties and labors. For around flax many anxieties and labors are required. Hence therefore the loins, in which is the seed-bed of lust, are to be girded. But care must be taken that it not be put into the water of gluttony and carnal delights. For quickly amid excess and drunkenness the girdle of chastity perishes and rots. Hence also Jeremiah's loincloth rotted at the Euphrates. For Euphrates is interpreted fruitful, and signifies bodily delights and abundances. And note that not only the loins, but also the very heart must be girded.

For we ought not only to beware of the work of luxury, but also to beware lest we foster it in the heart and there delight in it together with it. Hence John, in Apocalypse 1:13, saw in the midst of seven golden candlesticks one like the Son of man, clothed in a long robe, and girded at the breasts with a golden belt. The long robe with which John saw Christ clothed was a priestly garment, and it signifies chastity by which the whole body ought to be covered outwardly. But the golden belt expresses cleanness of mind, by which the heart ought to be fortified inwardly against luxury, lest even the thoughts of the heart delight in luxury.

II.

Concerning the second, note: By the burning lamps good works are figured. Hence Gregory says: "We hold burning lamps in our hands when through good works we show examples of light to our neighbors; therefore chastity is not great without a good work, nor is any good work something without chastity." Therefore Blessed Martin had the lamps of good works, burning as regards God and shining as regards human beings. For he was loved by God and by human beings; hence also his memory is in blessing, as Ecclesiasticus 45:1 says. Therefore the lamps of Blessed Martin burned as regards God in two ways, namely through constant zeal of the true faith and affectionate love of God. For he had such fervent and constant zeal of the true faith that wherever he could he destroyed the shrines of idols, and that he fearlessly resisted the Arian heretics, although on account of this he sustained many adversities and inconveniences from them. Also such affection of the love of God was in him that "with eyes and hands always intent toward heaven, he did not relax his unconquered spirit from prayer." For affectionate love of God did this.

Let us also imitate Blessed Martin in constancy of faith and in love of God. For constancy of faith and love of God are two sharp swords through which we ought to drive out the devil, the enemy of our salvation, from the kingdom of our soul. These are the swords concerning which the Apostles said (Luke 22:38): Lord, behold two swords here.

The lamps of Blessed Martin also, as regards human beings, shone brightly with a sevenfold example. For Blessed Martin furnished to human beings an example of chastity, sobriety, generosity, humility, mildness, equity, and truth.

1. First, therefore, he furnished us an example of chastity. For he was of a most chaste life. Hence, when the devil appeared to him at the hour of his death, he commanded him in a free voice to go away, because he could find nothing of uncleanness in him. It is also read concerning him that the Blessed Virgin Mary received his soul as it was departing, with choirs of virgins. Besides this, when he was dead, as is found written, his flesh shone with wonderful brightness. All these things were proofs of his chastity.

2. Secondly, he displays an example of sobriety. For concerning the time of his military service it is found written thus: "It is not necessary that frugality be praised in him, which he so used that already at that time he was thought not a soldier, but a monk."

3. Thirdly, he demonstrates an example of generosity. For he was of such generosity and charity that even when he was still a catechumen he divided his cloak through the middle for a certain poor man, because at that time he had nothing else that he might give him. Then, when he was established in the priesthood, he took off the very tunic with which he was clothed next to the flesh and gave it to a certain beggar.

4. Fourthly, he shows an example of humility. For he was of such humility that, when he was still a soldier, he very often would draw off and wipe a servant's shoes, and that he would take food together with his servant, and would himself rather often minister to the servant. Where now is such humility found?

5. Fifthly, he displayed an example of patience or mildness; for he suffered many inconveniences from evil human beings and even from demons themselves, all of which, in imitation of the divine, he tolerated most patiently.

6. Sixthly, he brings forward an example of equity or justice. For when he was established in military service, and afterward raised to Episcopal dignity, he was not an oppressor of the poor, but a protector; he did not invade the goods of others, but rather bestowed his own upon the poor. Hence it is also sung concerning him, that "Christ was never absent from his mouth, or justice, or whatever pertains to true life."

7. Seventhly, he shows beforehand an example of truth. For he was truthful in judgments and in his other words. Hence his words were of such virtue that, by the command of a truthful sign, he raised three dead persons.

We also, dearly beloved, ought to imitate this venerable man in these seven virtues, namely chastity, sobriety, generosity, humility, mildness, equity, and truth, so that we may come before the sight of God with burning tears.

1. For chastity makes the soul pass securely through the siege of demons; for demons have no part in a chaste and pure soul.

2. Sobriety shows God to the soul; for sobriety is the light of the soul, in which eternal light is seen. Hence it is said in Psalm 35:10: In your light we will see light.

3. Generosity or mercy cheers the face of God while it is seen by the soul. For blessed are the merciful, because they will obtain mercy (Matthew 5:7).

4. But humility places the soul in a high seat; for everyone who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 14:11).

5. Mildness or patience bestows abundant passion on the soul in the kingdom of God. For the meek will inherit the earth, supply, of the living, as is said in Psalm 36:11.

6. Equity or justice associates the soul with the dignity of each one in heaven. For since equity or justice renders in this life to each one what is his, it is fitting that in that life it rejoice and be glad with those to whom it has rendered their own.

7. But truth confirms the soul in supernal happiness. For he who has been stable through truth, in heart, mouth, and work: it is worthy that there he obtain eternal stability.

May the living God deign to grant this to us forever and ever. Amen.

Footnotes:

None.



Sermon XLIX. On Blessed Cecilia

SERMON XLIX.

ON BLESSED CECILIA.

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field; when a man finds it, he hides it, and for joy over it goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Matthew 13:44.

In the words set before us three things are principally to be noted:

I. What is to be understood by the field in which the treasure is hidden? II. What is figured by the hidden treasure? III. What does the one containing the treasure of the field accomplish?

I.

Concerning the first, note: By the field the kingdom of heaven is understood, and on account of four things. For in a field the pasture of sheep is found, and the singing of birds is heard. In a field also there is purity of air and pleasantness of flowers.

1. First, therefore, the kingdom of heaven is compared to a field because sheep are led into a field for pasture. By sheep are understood the elect, who, with Jesus the highest shepherd as their leader, both sought and found in the kingdom of heaven the pastures of eternal life. Hence he himself says, John 10:11, 27 and 28: I am the good shepherd.... My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life. Behold good pastures, namely eternal life.

And note that the pastures of this blessed field are very commendable: for they generate no danger of death, nor do they burden the stomach, nor do they dull the sense, nor do they beget any disgust with themselves. Hence Anselm says in the book On Blessed Sufficiency: "O heavenly homeland, full of delights, full of sweetness, full of beauty: your food does not burden the stomach, nor dull the sense, nor beget disgust. That refreshment which is set before your citizens is honey-flowing in taste; each one tastes this in which he has been delighted."

2. Likewise the kingdom of God is compared to a field because there the voices of birds are heard. By birds are understood the souls of the blessed, which with two wings, namely through love of God and of neighbor, or with the wings of innocence and penance, flew from the snare of the hunters, that is, of demons, to the kingdoms of the heavens, where certainly they give magnificent thanks to their magnificent liberator, as is said in 2 Maccabees 1:11: Freed by God from great dangers, we give magnificent thanks to him. Concerning the song of those birds, that is, of holy souls, it is said, Apocalypse 14:2 and 3: The voice that I heard was like that of harpists harping on their harps. And they were singing as it were a new song before the throne of God. It is worthy that souls renewed by God through glory should sing. Concerning this song it is said in Psalm 83:5: Blessed are those who dwell in your house, O Lord; forever and ever they will praise you. How sweet is the harmony of that song, where Angels and holy souls together sing the praise of God, the speech of any mortal human being cannot sufficiently explain.

3. Thirdly, the kingdom of God is compared to a field on account of the purity of the air. For drains and other gatherings of filth are far removed from a field. Therefore, since the kingdom of God is far removed from all the corruptions of this world, and since also nothing is corrupted there, and besides this since it is immeasurably raised above the very air which we breathe here, it is clear that there is great serenity there and inestimable purity. Hence John says in Apocalypse 21:23: That city does not need sun or moon to shine in it, for the brightness of God has illuminated it, and its lamp is the Lamb. Therefore the odor of each elect person who will be there will be like the odor of a full field which the Lord has blessed. Hence Isaac also, through whom Christ is understood, said this to Jacob, through whom any elect person is figured, Genesis 27:27: Behold, he says, the odor of my son is like the odor of a full field, which the Lord has blessed.

4. Fourthly, the kingdom of God is compared to a field on account of the pleasantness of flowers. For in a field diverse flowers are found. So also in the kingdom of Christ there is a diversity of flowers. There Jesus himself is the most beautiful flower. For he himself is beautiful in form before the sons of men 1. Hence he also calls himself a flower in Song of Songs 2:1: I, he says, am the flower of the field and the lily of the valleys. There also the undefiled Virgin Mary is a flower of much beauty and sweetness. There each Martyr is red as roses. There each Confessor blooms as violets. There each Virgin is white as lilies.

There Blessed Cecilia carries an aureole, that is, a certain garland joined together from a threefold flower, namely lily, rose, and violet. She carries a lily because she was a clean virgin. She bears a rose because she suffered for Christ. She also bears a violet because she converted the two brothers Tiburtius and Valerian, and several others, to the Lord. Hence it is also read that, while Blessed Cecilia was still existing on earth, an Angel of the Lord brought from heaven for her a crown most delicately prepared from fragrant flowers.

And note that against these four things that are in the heavenly homeland, four other things are in the valley of gehenna.

1. For just as in heaven there are most abundant pastures, so in hell there is also eternal hunger. For there is such hunger there that the damned, if they could, would willingly eat their own tongues and devour their sons and daughters; hence it is said in Apocalypse 16:10: They chewed their tongues for pain, namely of hunger and anguish. Likewise the Lord says, Jeremiah 19:9: I will feed them with the flesh of their sons and with the flesh of their daughters, and each one will eat the flesh of his friend in the siege and in the anguish in which their enemies will shut them in. Understand these words thus: that, if it were possible, each one in the infernal siege, on account of the anguish of hunger, would eat his sons and daughters and friends once most dear.

2. Likewise, just as in heaven there is every pleasantness, so also conversely in hell there is multiplicity of misery. There is weeping there on account of the bitterness of punishments. There is lamentation there on account of the diversity of torments. There is howling there on account of the endlessness of punishments. Hence nothing remains for them except a most wretched cry. Woe to us, they say, because we have sinned, as is said in Lamentations 5:16.

3. Likewise, just as in heaven there is continual serenity and purity of air, so on the contrary in gehenna there is an immensity of stench and corruption. Hence it is said in Jeremiah 9:22: The corpse of a human being will fall like dung upon the face of the region. Any damned person will be like a putrid corpse; how therefore could there be clear and pure air there, where so many fetid corpses are gathered?

4. Likewise, just as in heaven there is sweetness of flowers, so in hell there will be the piercing roughness of thorns and brambles. Hence it is said, Isaiah 34:13: Thorns, and nettles, and the buckthorn will rise up in its houses. By thorns and nettles and buckthorn are marked all the inconveniences of gehenna, which will be innumerable.

II.

Concerning the second, note: The treasure that is said to be hidden in the field of heaven is the Son of God. For he himself is the precious and unfailing treasure of his elect. Concerning this treasure it is said, Jeremiah 41:8, that when a certain Ishmael had killed several of the Jews, ten men were found who said: Do not kill us, because we have treasures in the field, of wheat, and barley, and oil, and honey. And it is read that he did not kill them. Ishmael is interpreted one assuming the hearing of God, and signifies the devil, who does this harm to sinners serving him, that he renders them unworthy of divine hearing. He will kill all who have not had the treasure of wheat, barley, oil, and honey.

But by that treasure the Son of God is expressed. 1. For he himself is the treasure of wheat through clean humanity. 2. He is the treasure of barley through the roughness of the Passion. 3. He is also the treasure of oil and honey through penetrating and sweet divinity.

1. He himself, I say, is the treasure of wheat, that is, of grain, through clean humanity. For just as clean and white bread is made from wheat or grain, so also his humanity was clean and immaculate from every sin, whether original or actual.

2. He also is the treasure of barley through the roughness of the Passion. For just as barley has sharp beards, and yet from it a certain decoction is made that is called ptisan, and it is the drink of those sick with fever and of the infirm, so also Christ in his Passion sustained many spikes of pains; yet through that same Passion of his he refreshes and consoles exceedingly the sick and those sustaining the heat of tribulations.

3. He is nonetheless the treasure of oil and honey. For just as oil is penetrating and illuminating, and just as honey is sweet and preservative, so also Christ through his divinity will penetrate and illuminate all the senses and marrow of the elect. He also will sweeten the whole soul through himself and preserve it in blessedness.

Those ten who were preserved in life on account of this treasure signify those who fulfill the ten precepts of the Lord in heart and work; the devil cannot kill them.

III.

Concerning the third, note: That field in which this most noble treasure is held hidden, that is, hidden from the eyes of unbelievers, must be bought with everything that a Christian possesses (for everything that we possess we ought to give for the kingdom of heaven); if they knew its treasure, Jesus Christ, they would without doubt judge it worthy of every acceptance. Blessed Cecilia had found this treasure through the Holy Spirit; hence she also went away through desire for it, and sold all that she had, and bought that field, that is, the kingdom of heaven. For she sold temporal goods on account of the highest good, distributing them generously to the poor. She sold the delights and pleasures of this age on account of Christ, utterly contemning them. "For while instruments were singing Cecilia was singing to the Lord, saying: Let my heart and my body be immaculate, so that I may not be confounded." Finally she also sold her most tender body, by sustaining a hard martyrdom for the Lord most willingly.

Pray, dearly beloved, to the Lord, that we also may so obtain the heavenly field by our labors and alms in the present life, that after this life we may deserve to reach possession of it. Which, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Psalm 44:3.

Notes

	Psalm 44:3. (Psal. XLIV, 3.) ↩





Sermon L. On Saint Clement the Martyr

SERMON L.

ON SAINT CLEMENT THE MARTYR.

You are like men waiting for their lord, when he may return from the wedding. Luke 12:36.

Two things are to be noted here:

I. Who is the Lord who is reported to have gone to the wedding? II. By whom, and in what way, is it necessary that his advent be awaited?

I.

Concerning the first, note: That Lord who went to the wedding is Jesus Christ. For he himself testifies that he is Lord, John 13:13 and following, speaking thus to his Disciples: You call me Master and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. Therefore if I, the Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I give you an example, that just as I have done to you, so you also may do. Behold what our Lord enjoins upon us. Blessed will be he who has carried this out.

1. It is also read, John 21:7, that when the Lord after his Resurrection had appeared on the shore to certain Disciples existing in fishing, and they did not recognize him, that Disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter: It is the Lord. Simon Peter, when he had heard that it was the Lord, girded himself with his tunic (for he was naked), that is, he had stripped himself of the tunic which only he had taken off, and cast himself into the sea. Behold how much Peter loved the Lord, namely that he leapt from the boat into the sea so that he might come more quickly to him. For the other disciples came by boat. Therefore that Lord then went to the wedding when in the Ascension he ascended into the heavens; hence Gregory says: "The Lord went away to the wedding when, rising from the dead and ascending into heaven, as a new man he joined to himself the supernal multitude of Angels."

And note that the Lord was joined to elect human beings in three ways, but to Angels in two ways.

1. For to holy human beings the Lord was joined through identity of nature. For the Apostle says at Hebrews 2:16 that the Lord nowhere apprehended Angels, but he apprehended the seed of Abraham, namely by assuming human nature. The Lord was also joined to the Saints through grace and glory.

2. But to Angels he was joined through the embrace of grace and glory. Therefore when the Lord ascended into the heavens, about to join Angels to himself, that is, about to reign henceforth with Angels not only according to divinity but also according to humanity, he was received by them with great leaping of exultation and joy, as is read in Isaiah 63:1, namely that the Angels meeting him said: Who is this, who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? This beautiful one in his robe, walking in the multitude of his strength. For the crowd of Angels, seeing the Lord with such a company of holy souls ascending so gloriously from Edom, that is, from the world, seeing also in him certain signs of victorious warfare, breaking forth into a voice of wonder, said: Who is this, etc. Gloss: "How great he is, how powerful, how admirable with so great an army!"

II.

Concerning the second, note: It is necessary that the servants of that Lord await his advent. For he is going to come to judge the living and the dead, that is, the good and the evil. Hence Gregory says: "Then that Lord returns when now he is manifested to us through judgment." But the Lord makes this judgment particularly at the death of each one, and generally he will make it at the consummation of the world. But in what way his advent ought to be awaited, the Gloss intimates, speaking thus: "Whether you avoid evils or do good things, do nothing worldly, but await only the advent of the Redeemer."

Therefore we ought to await the Lord in two ways, namely by fleeing malice and by fulfilling goodness. Concerning this double awaiting it is said in Psalm 39:2: Waiting, I waited for the Lord, and he attended to me. Waiting through detestation of malice, I waited through fulfillment of goodness, and so he attended to me, by bestowing grace in the present and conferring glory in the future.

I. Therefore we ought to detest and flee malice for five reasons: for on account of malice God is gravely indignant; through this the devil is gladdened; through this also the soul is slaughtered. Concerning malice also a human being standing by at judgment is put to shame, and by malice a damned human being is always rebuked in punishments.

1. Concerning the first, namely that God is gravely indignant on account of a human being's malice, he himself says through Jeremiah 21:12: My indignation will go forth like fire, and it will be kindled, and there will be no one who extinguishes it because of the malice of your pursuits. Therefore let us beware, dearly beloved, lest through malice we provoke the sweet God to bitterness, and let us say to him what is said in 1 Maccabees 13:46: Do not repay us according to our malices, but according to your mercies.

2. Secondly, through malice the devil is gladdened. Hence it is said in Hosea 7:3: In their malice they gladdened the king, that is, the devil, who is king over all the children of pride. And note that malice is the rope by which the devil hangs sinners on the infernal gallows, and he would not know by what he should hang them unless they themselves brought him the rope by which they would be hanged. Therefore since he takes much delight in the perdition of human beings, it wondrously gladdens him when they themselves bring him the rope by which they may be hanged. It is foolish to glory in malice, just as it would be foolish for a thief to glory concerning the rope by which he was to be strangled.

3. Thirdly, a human being kills his soul through malice, as is said, Wisdom 16:14: A human being kills his own soul through malice. Therefore malice does great damage, because it mortifies and kills the soul which God deigned to make alive by his own death. For who will die for it afterward, that it may again be made alive? For Christ rising from the dead now no longer dies; death will no longer dominate him, as the Apostle says at Romans 6:9.

4. Fourthly, the sinner standing by at divine judgment will be confounded and put to shame on account of malice. Hence Jeremiah 22:22 and 23: You will be confounded and blush from all your malice, ... you who sit in Lebanon. Lebanon is interpreted whitening, and signifies human praise. Therefore those who now sit in Lebanon, that is, who desire human praise, will blush intolerably when their malice has been uncovered on the day of judgment, and when they will have no virtue as defender, but only malice as a grave accuser. Hence the Lord also says, Ezekiel 20:43: You will displease yourselves in your own sight in all your malices that you have done.

5. Fifthly, the wretched sinner will always be accused in punishments by malice itself. Hence it is said, Jeremiah 2:19: Your malice will accuse you, and your turning away will rebuke you. Woe, therefore, to the wretched damned person, with whom his own malice will have everlasting litigation!

Blessed Clement had withdrawn far from every malice; on account of this Jews, Pagans, Christians, the Son of God himself, and the holy Angels loved him.

1. That Jews, Gentiles, and Christians loved him, his legend testifies, where it is found written thus: "Bishop Clement was so strong in ornaments of morals that he was pleasing both to Jews, and to Gentiles, and to all Christian peoples."

2. That the Son of God also loved him can be proved through this, that when Blessed Clement had been relegated into exile, and when the Christians existing there were being pressed by grave thirst, Blessed Clement prayed for the benefit of a spring. The Son of God, appearing to him in the form of a lamb, showed him the spring of the water of life.

3. That Angels also loved Saint Clement, they showed this clearly enough through this, namely because for his body, submerged in the sea, they prepared under the very waves an honorable dwelling. We also ought to await the Lord not only by fleeing malice, but also by carrying out goodness with works.

II.

Therefore, since goodness is opposed to malice, it must be noted that through goodness God is cheered, the devil is saddened, the soul is made alive; through goodness also a human being is trustingly presented to divine judgment, and by it is always praised in heaven.

1. First, namely that God is gladdened by the goodness of human beings, is proved in 1 Chronicles 29:17 and 18, where it is read that when King David had offered to the Lord, for the construction of his house, gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, every precious stone, and Parian marble, and when also at

Footnotes:

None.

at his exhortation the people offered gold, silver, bronze, iron, and precious stones, King David was glad with great joy, and praying to the Lord he said: I know, my God, that you prove hearts and love simplicity; hence also I, in the simplicity of my heart, gladly offered all these things, and I saw your people, who have been found here, with immense joy offer gifts to you. Lord God, preserve forever this will of their heart, and may this mind always remain in veneration of you. By David the Son of God is understood, who, when he sees Christians in imitation of himself offering from the treasure of goodness the gold of charity, and the silver of chastity, and the bronze of patience, and the iron of obedience, and also the precious stones of other virtues, is no doubt gladdened with great joy, because the devoted goodness of the elect is a joy to him.

2. Secondly, through the goodness of human beings the devil is saddened, since he himself is the head of envy. For envy is grief born from another's happiness, tormenting the soul. But that the devil is the origin of envy is said in the book of Wisdom 2:24: Through the envy of the devil death entered into the world of lands.

3. Thirdly, through goodness the soul attains eternal life. Hence also the Lord joins life to that precept which pertains to chief goodness (Deuteronomy 5:16): Honor, he says, your father and your mother, that you may live a long time and it may be well for you in the land that the Lord your God will give you.

4. Fourthly, the goodness of human beings makes them stand with confidence before the tribunal of Christ. Hence also concerning alms, which is among the chief works of goodness, it is said in Proverbs 18:16: The gift of a human being enlarges his way and makes space for him before princes. For just as some people precede Bishops and other honored men with staffs, who prepare and enlarge the way for them, so also goodness and her daughters, namely alms and other good works, with great confidence lead souls before the tribunal of Christ, and there make for them an honorable space before the heavenly princes.

Goodness placed a glorious seat before God for Blessed Clement. For he was of such goodness that, as is read concerning him, he had the needy of individual regions written down by name, and those whom the sanctification of baptism had illuminated he did not allow to be made subject publicly to beggary.

5. Fifthly, by goodness itself and by the works of goodness a human being is always praised in blessedness. Hence it is said in Proverbs 31:31: Give her from the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates. By gates is understood a leader, namely the manifestation of the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ. Therefore in these gates the works of his goodness praise the good human being. Happy is the one who has deserved to be praised there.

Pray, dearly beloved, to the Lord, that we may so await him faithfully through detestation of malice and execution of goodness, that at last, when he comes, we may deserve to run to meet him eagerly, etc.

Footnotes:

None.



Sermon LI. On the Feast of Blessed Catherine, Virgin

SERMON LI.

ON THE FEAST OF BLESSED CATHERINE, VIRGIN.

The kingdom of heaven is like a net cast into the sea and gathering from every kind of fish. Matthew 13:47.

Three things are principally to be noted here:

I. What is expressed by the net that is cast into the sea? II. What is understood by the fish that are gathered through this net? III. What is figuratively received by the selectors of the fish?

I.

Concerning the first, note: By the net is understood the glorious virgin Catherine. For just as a fornicating woman is the devil's net, through which he captures the souls of sinners, so also a prudent and holy virgin is the net of Jesus Christ. That a fornicating woman is the devil's net Habakkuk 1:15 testifies, and it speaks concerning the devil, saying thus: He will lift up the whole with the hook; he drew it into the net and gathered it into his dragnet. By the hook is marked pride, which desires to be baited through vain glory. By the net luxury, or a luxurious woman, is figured. By the dragnet, which has manifold knots, avarice is designated. For avaricious persons stir up manifold contrivances so that they may acquire things. And truly through these three vices the devil captures almost the whole human race; and besides this his portion has been fattened, and few are those whom the Lord may comprehend.

Therefore Blessed Catherine, because she was a prudent and holy virgin, was the net of Jesus Christ. For through prudence conferred upon her by God she captured fifty great Rhetoricians and excellent Orators, who, converted through her to the faith, came to the Lord through martyrdom. She also through the sanctity of her virginity captured for Christ the queen herself, the wife of Maximinus, and Porphyry the commander of the soldiers with many soldiers. For they all believed through her and suffered for Christ.

Therefore the devil greatly envied this precious net, on account of which by diverse contrivances he tried to break it through Maximinus, the executor of his wickedness. For Maximinus, instigated by the devil, ordered Catherine to be beaten naked and afterward to be shut in a dark prison; he also forbade either bread or water to be given to the virgin. But the Lord, not abandoning his faithful net, fed her in prison through a white dove, and through Angels healed her wounds, and illuminated the prison itself with abundant light. After this Maximinus ordered that the virgin be torn apart by four wheels, in whose spokes very sharp nails had been fixed; but the Lord miraculously preserved his net unharmed. Then, so that this net might receive the reward of her labor and usefulness, she is beheaded by the Lord. But once beheaded, she is carried by Angels to Mount Sinai, and there is honorably commended to burial, where then she began to drip, and still drips, the moisture of health and grace, with which she had been most abundantly anointed and watered by Christ her bridegroom.

And note that this net had a broad bosom of piety. For when she was to be beheaded, she prayed to the Lord that whoever should keep the memory of her passion, whoever also at the departure of his soul or in any other necessity should invoke her, would attain the swift effect of divine propitiation, and that pestilences, famines, disease, slaughter, and every intemperateness of the air would flee from those who faithfully implored her aid. When the prayer was completed, a voice sounded from heaven, promising her that in all her petitions she would be heard by the Lord.

Let us also imitate, dearly beloved, the prudence, chastity, and piety of this virgin, namely so that through prudence we may beware of the devil's craftiness, and through chastity we may flee the stains of the age, but through piety we may persist in good works.

And NOTE that we greatly need prudence or wisdom against the deceits and wiles of the devil. For he offers many vessels of concupiscences to the soul, so that at least the soul may accept one of them. Hence it is read that Abbot Macarius on a certain occasion saw the devil going to a certain cloister, who had many little boxes hanging around him on every side. But Blessed Macarius asked what was in those little boxes; the devil answered him that they were full of diverse kinds, and that therefore he carried so many with him, so that if what was in one box did not please someone, he might give him from another, and so might offer all in order, that at least he would accept one of them. We also need chastity, because without it we cannot pass through the filths of the flesh and the uncleannesses of the age. We also need piety, because without it we would be found empty and without fruit of good works in the divine examination.

NOTE also that by the net divine benignity is expressed. But by the sea this world is figured, which in the likeness of the sea is restless and bitter; for outwardly it makes a human being restless through very many disturbances, but inwardly it makes him bitter through various anxieties. Paul recognized this, speaking thus in 2 Corinthians 7:5: Our flesh had no rest, but we suffered every tribulation: fightings outside, fears within. Therefore by the net divine benignity is expressed, which God sent into the sea of this world, so that through it he might draw human beings to salvation, whether good or evil. For he did not come only to call the just, but also sinners, as he testifies through himself, Matthew 9:13: I did not come, he says, to call the just, but sinners.

Concerning the sending of this net into the sea Paul says to Titus 3:4 and following: When the benignity and humanity of God our Savior appeared, not from works of justice that we did, but according to mercy he saved us, so that, justified by his grace, we might be heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This net is good, which strives to capture human beings for this, that they may have eternal life. The devil does the contrary, who captures human beings on account of this, that they may die by eternal death.

II.

Concerning the second, note: By fish human beings are figured. Hence Habakkuk 1:14 says: You will make human beings like the fish of the sea. Therefore from every kind of fish, that is, from every kind of human beings, the net of divine benignity gathers; for there is no acceptance of persons with God 1. There is no distinction of Jew and Greek, for the same Lord of all is rich toward all who invoke him, as the Apostle says at Romans 10:12. Therefore the net, that is, the benignity of the Lord, gathers all without distinction until it is filled. But then it will be filled when the number of the elect has been completed.

But when this net has been filled, it will be brought out to the shore. For by the shore is understood judicial examination. For in divine judgment the fish, that is, human beings, will be examined as to what they have been, whether good or evil; on account of this the Apostle says, 2 Corinthians 5:10: We must all be manifested before the tribunal of Christ, so that each one may receive the proper things of the body, according as he has done, whether good or evil.

III.

Concerning the third, note: The drawers-out of the net and the selectresses of the fish are three daughters of God, namely power, wisdom, and justice, whose cooperators are the holy Angels. For these three daughters of God, when they have made the consummation of this world, will choose the good fish, that is, those human beings who converted themselves to goodness as long as they were in the net; they will choose them, I say, into their vessels, that is, into the embraces of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. For power, and wisdom, and justice rest in the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as in certain vessels. To the Father indeed power is attributed, to the Son wisdom, to the Holy Spirit benignity and justice. For since the Holy Spirit is as it were a certain counsellor and mediator of the Father and the Son, he must be benign and just. O how happy are those who have deserved to be received into the blessed embraces of the most glorious Trinity!

But the evil fish, that is, evil human beings, namely the proud, the wrathful, the envious, the avaricious, the slothful, the gluttonous, and the luxurious, and all the impious, who as human beings are injurious to human beings, separated from the midst of the just, will then be sent outside through the ministry of Angels: For the Angels will go out and separate the evil from the midst of the just, and will send them into the furnace of fire; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth 2.

Therefore note the fourfold punishment that the unjust will suffer. The first is the burning of fire, the second perpetual enclosure, the third the bitterness of weeping, the fourth unrest in every way. The first two are marked there where it is said: They will send them into the furnace of fire. For a furnace is kindled, and when it has been kindled, it is closed. The remaining two punishments are marked there where it is added: There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For that weeping will not be without great bitterness, nor can the gnashing of teeth be without unrest.

Therefore pray to the Lord, dearly beloved, that we may so be converted from malice to goodness, that we may deserve to be received into the vessels of glory. May the Lord Jesus Christ deign to grant this to us, etc.

END OF THE SERMONS ON THE SAINTS.

Footnotes:

1 To Romans 2:11.

2 Matthew 13:49 and 50.

Notes

	To Romans 2:11. (Ad Rom. II, 11.) ↩

	Matthew 13:49 and 50. (Matth. XIII, 49 et 50.) ↩





Sermon LII. On the Dedication of a Church

ON CERTAIN FEASTS

OTHER SERMONS, OR BETTER, PROPOSITIONS OF SERMONS.

SERMON LII.

ON THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH.

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before his face. Habakkuk 2:20.

Note that the temple of the Lord is fourfold:

I. The virginal womb, II. The material church, III. The faithful soul, VI. The supercelestial dwelling.

In the first he was through the assumption of our flesh. In the second he was through the representation of his Passion. In the third he is through the infusion of grace. In the fourth he is through the pious glorification of the Saints.

I.

Concerning the first it is said: The Lord is in his holy temple, namely through the assumption of our flesh. Truly by right he ought to have rejoiced who had seen the Lord in the temple. Hence Elizabeth and the little boy John, not yet born, rejoice, because they knew that the Lord was in this temple. Hence Bernard says: "Indeed, Lord, you are greatly humbled; you are exceedingly hidden, but you will not be able to lie hidden from John. Is he not the one who, not yet born, knew you through his mother's womb? Is he not the one who knew the parents of both from his mother's womb, and because he could not cry out to the crowds, at least exulting taught his mother?" Hence Luke 1:43: Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

This temple was made through purity in every way. Hence Bernard says: "What angelic purity would dare to be compared to that virginity which was worthy to become the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit of God and the dwelling of the Son?" Hence the Father speaks concerning this temple to the Son, Malachi 3:1: Behold, I send my Angel, that is, Gabriel, and he will prepare the way before my face, that is, he who will seek the virginal consent. And he turns his discourse to the Patriarchs and Prophets, saying: And immediately there will come to his temple, that is, into the Virgin Mary, the Ruler whom you seek, so that he may put on your flesh. Hence Isaiah 16:1: Send forth, Lord, the lamb, the ruler of the earth, from Petra of the desert, that is, from the eminence of the Father's bosom, to the mountain of the daughter of Zion, that is, of the Church militant. There follows, Malachi 3:1: And the Angel of the testament whom you wish, namely so that he may intercede for you. Hence Job 33:23 and 24: If there will be for him an Angel speaking, one from thousands, so that he may announce the equity of the human being, he will have mercy on him.

II.

Concerning the second it is said: The Lord is in his holy temple, namely through the representation of his Passion. Hence: "As often as you shall do this, you shall do it in memory of me 1." Therefore let all the earth rejoice before the face of his veil. If human beings desire to look upon the Lord's cloths, by which he was veiled and covered while he lay in the cradle, why would they not more willingly look upon that form of bread under which the very Son of God, remaining in the bosom of the Father, is hidden? Hence Gregory says: "Who of the faithful could have doubt that in the very hour of immolation, at the voice of the Priest, the heavens are opened, that in that ministry of Jesus Christ the choirs of Angels are present, that the lowest things are joined to the highest, that earthly things are joined to heavenly things, that one thing indeed is made from visible and invisible things?"

III.

Concerning the third it is said: The Lord is in his holy temple, that is, in the faithful soul. If you had received a rich and benign guest into the house of your forefathers, deservedly you would rejoice; why rather do you not rejoice when you receive the Lord into the house of your heart, who is most benign and most overflowing with all graces? Hence the Lord says to Augustine: "I am the food of the great; grow, and you will eat me; nor will you change me into yourself, as the food of your flesh, but you will be changed into me." Since the food that I eat is changed into me and becomes flesh and blood, therefore when here, eating bread and wine, I am changed into him, I become God in a certain way.

For receiving into this temple, it is necessary to be clean. Hence 1 Corinthians 3:17: If anyone violates the temple of God, God will destroy him. He will destroy, that is, he will destroy in diverse ways, or he will destroy into diverse things. But how ought it to be sanctified? Certainly through the water of reconciliation, that is, through tearful and humble confession; hence in Psalm 50:9: You will sprinkle me, Lord, with hyssop. You say well, you will wash me, because, as is said, a new law cannot be reconciled by another, except by that very one.

IV.

Concerning the fourth it is also said: The Lord is in his holy temple, namely in the pious glorification of the Saints. Attending to this, Moses, Exodus 33:18 and 19, prayed, saying: Show me your glory. The Lord responded to him, saying: I will show you every good. As if he were saying: I will show you my face, in which you will find at once everything that is good. Hence Jacob also cries out exulting, Genesis 32:30: I have seen God face to face, and my soul has been made safe. Concerning this temple Psalm 28:9 also says: In his temple all will say glory.

Note that four kinds of human beings can deservedly rejoice before the face of the Lord. The first are those who have not offended him. The second are those who intimately love him. The third are those who filially fear him. The fourth are those who diligently serve him.

Let all the earth be silent before his face, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Compare 1 Corinthians 11:24 and following.

Notes

	Compare 1 Corinthians 11:24 and following. (Cf. I ad Corinth. XI, 24 et seq.) ↩





Sermon LIII. On the Same Feast of Dedication

SERMON LIII.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF DEDICATION.

And he who was sitting on the throne said: Behold, I make all things new. Apocalypse 21:5.

NOTE that the throne is fourfold: the throne of grace, of mercy, of justice, and of glory. In each one the Lord, sitting, makes all things new. In the first he rested, in the second he was tortured, in the third he will sit on the day of judgment and at the death of any human being, in the fourth he reigns.

I. The throne of grace is the Blessed Virgin Mary. Hence Luke 1:28: Hail Mary, full of grace. Hence the Apostle at Hebrews 4:16: Let us approach with confidence to the throne of grace, namely of Blessed Mary, who is the ivory throne of Solomon. With confidence: because on account of us she has been made queen. Likewise, she has been introduced into the wine-cellar 1. Nevertheless she was saying: They have no wine 2, as if it pertained to her.

Here the Lord made new things, namely that the daughter is the mother of the father, that the mother remained a virgin, that God was made man.

II. The second throne is of mercy, the blessed Cross. There mercy superexalted judgment. Hence Bernard says: "The entrails of the Lord flow with mercy, nor are openings lacking through which they may flow out." For there he had mercy on the thief, on John, on his mother; on John, to whom he gave such a mother, and on the whole human race.

Here also he made new things, namely that a poor man enriched a poor man, that is, the thief, to whom he gave the kingdom; he prayed for those crucifying him; dying, he overcame death.

III. The third throne is of justice, namely judicial power at the last advent, when he will raise bodies, exalt the humble, manifest himself; there the just and the unjust will appear.

There he will make new things, because he will divide all evil and good people from one another, will raise glorious and immortal bodies, and will remunerate each one according to justice.

IV. The fourth throne is of glory. After judgment he will sit there, when he will reform the body of our humility, configured to the body of his brightness 3.

There also he will make new things; there the Saints will bloom in the courts of the house of God 4.

Footnotes:

1 Song of Songs 2:4.

2 John 2:3.

3 To Philippians 3:21.

4 Compare Isaiah in many places on this.

Notes

	Song of Songs 2:4. (Cant. II, 4.) ↩

	John 2:3. (Joan. II, 3.) ↩

	To Philippians 3:21. (Ad Philip. III, 21.) ↩

	Compare Isaiah in many places on this. (Cf. Isaiam in multis locis super hoc.) ↩





Sermon LIV. On the Same Feast of Dedication

SERMON LIV.

ON THE SAME FEAST OF DEDICATION.

Jacob, having gone out from Beersheba, was going to Haran. And in dreams he saw a ladder standing upon the earth, and its top touching heaven; the Angels of God also ascending and descending through it, and the Lord leaning upon the ladder, saying to him: I am the Lord God of Abraham your Father and the God of Isaac. Genesis 28:10, 12 and 13.

Four things here occur to be noted:

I. Who is Jacob by whom the ladder is seen? II. What is the ladder that he saw? III. Why are Angels seen to ascend and descend through it? IV. Why is the Lord also seen leaning upon the ladder?

I.

Concerning the first, note: By Jacob any faithful person who desires to be saved is understood with him. For Jacob is interpreted supplanter, namely so that he may supplant that twisted serpent, who tries to swallow up those sailing on this great sea, that is, in this world; and he who will supplant him must go out from Beersheba,

Footnotes:

None.

and go to Haran. Beersheba is interpreted a satisfying well, just as this age is called world, as if scarcely clean. This is the well from which the Psalmist in Psalm 68:16 laments to be freed, saying: Let not the tempest of water drown me, nor the deep swallow me; and let not the well press its mouth over me. The water of this well does not satisfy, because he who drinks from this water will thirst again. Haran is interpreted mountain or height, and expresses for us the homeland of eternal light, which is established on the mountain of all mountains.

Therefore he goes from Beersheba to Haran who contemns the joy of the world as perniciously satisfying, and desires to attain the inheritance of the heavenly homeland; but it is necessary for such persons that they ascend to that mountain by a ladder.

II.

Concerning the second, note: That ladder by which one must ascend is the ten precepts given to Moses; the sides are love of God and of neighbor. The first commandment is 1: I am the Lord your God, who led you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of servitude. You will not have alien gods before me in heart, nor will you adore them with mouth, nor worship them in work. I am the Lord your God, strong, zealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, and making mercy unto thousands for those who love me and keep my precepts. The second is: You will not take the name of your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who has taken the name of God in vain. The third is: Remember to sanctify the sabbath day. Six days you will work and do all your works. But on the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord your God: you will not do any work on it, you, and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, your beast of burden, and the stranger who is within your gates. The fourth is: Honor your father and your mother, that you may be long-lived upon the earth that the Lord your God will give you. The fifth is: You will not kill by hand, or tooth, or consent. The sixth is: You will not commit adultery, that is, you will not be joined with anyone, except in marriage. The seventh is: You will not commit theft, nor seize by force. The eighth is: You will not speak false testimony against your neighbor, or any lie. The ninth is: You will not covet the house of your neighbor. According to Augustine, "here he prohibits covetousness of another's immovable thing." The tenth is: You will not desire his wife, nor male servant, nor female servant, nor ox, nor ass, nor all the things that are his.

III.

Concerning the third, note: Angels are seen to descend by this ladder by raising human beings onto it; human beings are also said to ascend through it by being carried more suitably through it. For Angels stir and raise a human being to good, and lead the spirit, raised in good, from virtue into virtue. Hence the Prophet in Psalm 142:10 and 11: Your good Spirit will lead me into the right land; for your name, Lord, you will make me live, in your equity.

IV.

Concerning the fourth, note that the Lord stands leaning on the ladder, so that as a pious father he may cheerfully receive those ascending through virtues, and may crown those received, for the reward of labor, most gloriously with the crown of eternal glory. Which, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Compare Exodus 20:2-18.

Notes

	Compare Exodus 20:2-18. (Cf. Exod. XX, 2-18.) ↩





Sermon LV. On Saint John the Baptist

SERMON LV.

ON SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The voice of one crying in the desert. Matthew 3:3.

Christ cries in the desert like a lion for two causes: for rousing sons, and for capturing prey. Hosea 11:10: He will roar like a lion, and the sons of the sea will fear. Thus Christ cried on the cross around the ninth hour. Therefore he cried with a great voice 1. That cry then prevailed so much that the sun was darkened, the earth trembled, the stones were split, the monuments were opened. For those who do not hear now will hear on the day of judgment. Therefore let not the sun hear, that is, the proud; the earth, that is, usurers; stones, that is, those reserving enmities in the heart; monuments, that is, the luxurious, stinking before God.

Even now daily he cries like a servant crying wine in the streets through his Preachers; but the Apostle at Ephesians 5:18: They do not wish to be drunk with wine, in which is luxury, that is, with good preaching by which they may be inebriated, so that they vomit out all things in confession.

He will cry in judgment for capturing prey, that is, for vengeance on the evil; and this is the reason that they did not wish to hear the cry on the cross. On that day no one will be able to flee his hands. Why? Because the world of lands fought with him against the senseless 2. But he himself crying hears the oppressed crying, Exodus 2:23: The cry of the children of Israel ascended, etc. Widows, Exodus 22:22: You will not harm a widow and orphan. Against murderers, Genesis 4:10: The voice of the blood of your brother Abel, etc. Against those withholding wages, James 5:4: Behold the wages of the workers, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Matthew 27:46.

2 Wisdom 5:21.

Notes

	Matthew 27:46. (Matth. XXVII, 46.) ↩

	Wisdom 5:21. (Sap. V, 21.) ↩





Sermon LVI. To the Divine Head of Christ

SERMON LVI.

TO THE DIVINE HEAD OF CHRIST.

I. The head of Christ, surrounded by manifold density of thorns, was pierced through to the tenderness of the brain. Psalm 31:4: While the thorn is fixed. Hence through the Prophet: This people has surrounded me with the thorns of sins. For what purpose is this, except that your head should not grieve, that your intention should not be wounded?

II. The Eyes grew dim in death, and those lights that illuminate the whole world were extinguished for an hour; as they were darkened, darkness was made over the whole earth 1, and with him the two great lights of the firmament were removed, so that your eyes may be turned away, lest they see vanity (Psalm 118:37); and if they see, on account of him they may contemn.

III. Those ears that in heaven hear unceasingly, "Holy, Holy, Holy," wished on earth to hear, "You have a demon," and "Crucify, crucify," so that your ears might not become deaf to the cry of the poor, nor, lying open to empty fables, might they receive the poison of detraction or flattery while inclined to hear.

IV. That beautiful Face of one beautiful in form before the sons of men, indeed before thousands of Angels, was allured with spittle, afflicted with blows, handed over to mockeries, so that your face might be illuminated, and once illuminated might be strengthened, so that it could be said of you: His faces are no longer changed in diverse directions.

V. That Mouth, which teaches Angels and instructs human beings, which "spoke, and they were made," was given gall and vinegar to drink, so that your mouth may speak truth and be opened to confess the Lord; it became mute, lest you apply your tongue lightly, speaking anger.

VI. Those hands that founded the heavens were stretched out on the cross, pierced through with the hardest nails; concerning them Isaiah 65:2 says: I have stretched out my hands all day to an unbelieving people. And David, Psalm 21:17 and 18: They have dug my hands and my feet; they have numbered all my bones. Jerome: "In the stretching out of the hands we can receive the generosity of one giving, who denies nothing to those piously asking, who restored health to the leper asking, illuminated the man blind from birth, fed the hungry people in the desert." Likewise, "The outstretched hands signify the clemency of a parent eager to receive his children into his bosom." And so let your hands be stretched out to the needy, so that you can say: My soul is always in my hands 2. What is held in the hands is not easily handed over to oblivion. Thus the soul recalls to memory one who carries it, as if in hands, by good opinion. They were fixed, so that they may instruct you to fix the hands away from illicit or depraved work with the nails of fear.

VII. That glorious breast, in which all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden, was pierced through by a soldier's lance, so that your breast may be cleansed from depraved thoughts, cleansed may be sanctified, sanctified may be preserved.

VIII. The feet, whose footstool and footsteps the Prophet proclaimed should be adored, were fixed with dreadful fastening, lest your feet sustain any evil, or go to pour out blood; but running the way of the commandments of God, stable in the way and fixed in the path, may they not decline to the right or to the left. What more ought I to have done for you 3?

IX. Why does Christ bow his head on the cross? Christ bows his head on the cross, showing that through humility one must go into heaven.

Likewise, so that he might show that one must rest from one's own labor.

Likewise, and so that he might satisfy the one crying: Let him kiss me with the kiss of his mouth 4.

Likewise, so that he might receive permission from the bride to depart.

The memory of the Lord's Passion is of great virtue; if it is held firmly in the mind, every cloud of error and sin is driven away. Hence Blessed Bernard says: "Always having Christ in the heart, and him crucified."

Footnotes:

1 Matthew 27:45.

2 Psalm 118:109.

3 Isaiah 5:4.

4 Song of Songs 1:1.

Notes

	Matthew 27:45. (Matth. XXVII, 45.) ↩

	Psalm 118:109. (Ps. CXVIII, 109.) ↩

	Isaiah 5:4. (Isa. V, 4.) ↩

	Song of Songs 1:1. (Cant. I, 1.) ↩





Sermon LVII. On the Blessed Virgin Mary

SERMON LVII.

ON THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

A rod will go forth from the root of Jesse, etc. Isaiah 11:1.

I.

Note that the Blessed Virgin is called a rod on account of five properties that a rod has. For it is long, straight, solid, slender, and flexible. So Blessed Mary was long by contemplation, straight by perfection of justice, solid by stability of mind, slender by poverty, flexible by humility.

II.

This rod went out from the root of Jesse, who was the father of David, from whom was Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ 1. Hence today Matthew 1:16: The book of generation, etc.

Likewise, A rod will go forth, etc. Let us see what these three signify soon: root, flower, rod. In the root humility of heart is understood, in the rod rectitude of confession and discipline of satisfaction, in the flower hope of eternal blessedness.

Jesse is interpreted island, that is, sacrifice, and signifies the penitent, whose mind ought to be like an island. Island, because it is dry in brine, that is, in the sea. In the sea, that is, in the bitterness of penance. The mind of the penitent is dry, which is struck by the waves of temptations and nevertheless stands immovable. The root of this Jesse is humility of contrition, from which arises the rod of right confession and the discipline of discreet affliction.

And note that not from the summit of the rod, but from humility of mind ascends the flower, that is, hope of eternal blessedness.

III.

There follows that the moon is full in her days 2. Blessed Mary is called the full moon because she was perfect from every side, because she was sanctified in her mother's womb. Likewise in the sun there are three things, namely brightness, whiteness, and heat, which agree with Gabriel's three clauses. First, Hail, full of grace. Second, Do not fear. Third, The Holy Spirit will come upon you 3. When he says, Hail, full of grace, behold the brightness of the sun.

This can be referred to four virtues, of which each one shines forth triply in Mary. From temperance indeed she had prudence of the flesh, modesty of speech, humility of heart. She had prudence when, troubled, she kept silent; she understood what she heard; she responded to things set before her.

Likewise, when he says: Behold, you will conceive in the womb and bear a son 4, behold the whiteness of the sun. How could she conceive the whiteness of eternal light, a mirror without stain, unless she had been white? Hence in Song of Songs 5:14: His belly is ivory, distinguished with sapphires. Ivory is of the white and cold elephant; in this a double cleanness is signified. In whiteness, stability of mind; in coldness, cleanness of body; which two were in the bridal-chamber of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

IV.

Likewise, Ecclesiasticus 50:8: Like lilies that are in the passage of water. Note that the lily is born from uncultivated earth, rises in valleys, is fragrant, white, closed contains odor, opened pours it out, has six leaves, little golden rods, and a stalk in the middle; it heals burned limbs. Lily is said as if milky; it signifies the Blessed Virgin splendid with the whiteness of virginity. It has six leaves, concerning which seek in the sermon: When the crowds pressed upon Jesus; there he speaks concerning the six steps of Solomon 5. The golden rods in the lily are poverty and humility in Mary, by which her virginity is adorned. The stalk in the middle of the lily was the excellence of divine love in the heart of the Blessed Virgin. This is the medicine of sinners, who are burned in the fire of vices. Therefore let us say: Like lilies that are in the passage of water. Just as lilies endure in greenness, beauty, and odor beside the passage of water, so Blessed Mary, when she gave birth to the lily, remained in the freshness and beauty of virginity, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Matthew 1:16.

2 Ecclesiasticus 50:6.

3 Luke 1:28, 30 and 35.

4 Luke 1:31.

5 Compare Sermon LIX On the Time.

Notes

	Matthew 1:16. (Matth. I, 16.) ↩

	Ecclesiasticus 50:6. (Eccli. L, 6.) ↩

	Luke 1:28, 30 and 35. (Luc. I, 28, 30 et 35.) ↩

	Luke 1:31. (Luc. I, 31.) ↩

	Compare Sermon LIX On the Time. (Cf. Serm. LIX de Tempore.) ↩





Sermon LVIII. On the Annunciation of Blessed Mary

SERMON LVIII.

ON THE ANNUNCIATION OF BLESSED MARY.

Hail Mary. Luke 1:28.

I.

In this name, Ave, the conversion of the name of Eve is made. Eve indeed had a threefold curse: of corruption in conception, of heaviness after conception, of pain in birth. On the contrary, Mary received a threefold blessing in this salutation. For she was fruitful without corruption, pregnant without heaviness, childbearing without pain. This is Ave without the threefold woe of corruption, heaviness, and pain, which Eve incurred through sin, which from her all women, except the Blessed Virgin Mary, have drawn as if by hereditary right. Genesis 3:16, God said to the woman: I will multiply your hardships and your conceptions; in pain you will bear your sons.

II.

There is also another threefold woe, concerning which it is said in Apocalypse 8:13: Woe, woe, woe to those dwelling on the earth, namely woe of concupiscence, woe of fault, and woe of eternal punishment. The first is in the flesh, the second in the spirit, the third in both. Concerning the first it is said, Ecclesiastes 10:16: Woe to you, earth, that is, flesh, whose king, that is, spirit, is a boy. Genesis 3:17 and 18: Cursed is the earth in your work; thorns and thistles, that is, carnal movements, it will bring forth for you. Concerning the second, Hosea 7:13: Woe to them, because they have withdrawn from me. Concerning the third, Hosea 9:12 says: Woe to them when I will have withdrawn from them. This will be when they have been thrust down into hell; for however evil a sinner may now have been, God never withdraws altogether from him; rather he offers grace to all, saying, Apocalypse 3:20: I stand at the door and knock.

The Virgin Mary was without this threefold woe, since she had a threefold good contrary to this threefold woe, namely the good of continence, the good of grace, and the good of perseverance. The first excludes concupiscence, the second fault, the third eternal punishment, because he who has persevered unto the end will be saved.

Likewise, there is another threefold woe, namely woe of the world, woe of the flesh, woe of the devil. Concerning this it is said, Apocalypse 18:10: Woe, woe, woe, that great city Babylon, without which Mary was altogether. For she was poor against the first, a virgin against the second, humble against the third. Therefore she is worthy to be saluted not only by an Angel, but even more by a human being, who, lost through himself, through her finds salvation.

III.

Moreover the example of Gabriel invites us to the salutation of Mary, who first saluted her, even before she was the mother of the Lord. Likewise, in Song of Songs 4:7: You are all beautiful, my friend, and there is no stain in you, inwardly through humility, outwardly through virginity; and there is no stain in you, on account of perfect charity.

Therefore if you wish to enter to the Virgin and salute her, you must be an angel. But purity, charity, humility will especially make you an angel. Purity in cleanness of flesh. Jerome: "To live beyond the flesh is angelic, not human, etc."

Footnotes:

None.



Sermon LIX. On the Purification of Blessed Mary

SERMON LIX.

ON THE PURIFICATION OF BLESSED MARY.

They offered for him to the Lord a pair of turtledoves or two young doves. Luke 2:24.

Therefore in poverty she offered her son with the victim of the poor, namely a pair of turtledoves or two young doves. This was the offering of the poor, who could not offer a lamb. Hence these things were offered here for poor Christ, so that his poverty may appear through all things; for those who are truly poor offer this offering.

Note that today the faithful person carries a shining fire in a candle, which consists of tow and wax. In the fire divinity, in the wax humanity, in the tow the roughness of the Lord's Passion is designated. The Blessed Virgin carried and offered today her Son of God in the temple; in figure of this thing the faithful today carry and offer fire in a candle, in which three things are designated. In the fire, the ardor of contrition, uprooting all the shoots of vices. In the wax, confession of crime. For just as wax flows before the face of fire 1, so from the ardor of contrition confession flows from the mouth of the one confessing, and this with tears flowing back. In the tow, the roughness of satisfaction. In these three is Jesus, that is, every salvation or health. Angels in heaven rejoice concerning the redemption of the human race, dead human beings are raised on earth, captives are freed in hell.

Therefore we ask you, Lady, chosen mother of God, that you purify us from the blood of sins, that you make us carry the shining fire of contrition in the wax of confession and tow of satisfaction, by which we may deserve to come to the light of heavenly glory, he himself granting it whom today you offered in the temple, to whom there is honor in heaven. Which, etc.

Footnotes:

1 Psalm 67:3.

Notes

	Psalm 67:3. (Ps. LXVII, 3.) ↩





Sermon LX. On the Holy Trinity

SERMON LX.

ON THE HOLY TRINITY.

Let us bless the Father and the Son with the Holy Spirit, etc.

I.

NOTE that the Father is to be blessed, because he sent and gave his only-begotten Son. Hence Isaiah 9:6: A little child has been born for us, and a Son has been given to us.

But the Father gave the Son for three things, namely as a companion of our weariness. Hence Paul speaks concerning the Son (to Hebrews 2:17): He had to be made like his brothers through all things, so that he might become merciful. Christ in the human nature that he assumed from the Virgin suffered our penalities, namely hunger, thirst, cold and heat, weariness and death, so that through experience of them he may more easily have compassion on things of this kind.

2. The Father also gave the Son as the price of our redemption. Hence the Apostle at Romans 8:32: He who did not spare his own son, but handed him over for us all.

He also gave him as the viaticum of our pilgrimage. Hence the Son himself says concerning himself, John 6:51 and 52: I am the living bread who came down from heaven; if anyone shall eat from this bread, he will live forever. Hence also, sitting at supper with the disciples, he established the sacrament of his body and blood, so that this may be had by the faithful and infirm on the way of this exile, as if for viaticum.

II.

The Son also is to be blessed, because he wished to come. Hence it is read in Isaiah 6:8 that when the Father had said: Whom shall I send, and who will go from us? the Son responded: Behold, I, send me.

III.

The Holy Spirit also is to be blessed, because for this, that the Son should be incarnated and sent, he gave counsel, and was a good cooperator. Hence it is said in Genesis 22:2 that the Angel, that is, the Holy Spirit, said to Abraham, that is, to the Father: Take your only-begotten son, whom you love, Isaac, that is, laughter or joy, because at his nativity joy was announced by Angels, and offer him as a holocaust, etc., that is, permit him to be crucified on Mount Calvary for the salvation of the world, etc.

Footnotes:

None.
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